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i The Argument. 1 I 


Masses dearly beloved of God 'tHEtatner'; 
And yet for ſundry good graces {he is tempted 
of the Devil by three divers means, at three ſe- 
veral Ages in this mortal life; it ſhe reſiſt and 
overcome the ſame, ſhe is hereby adopted to 
the fruition of matrimonial Joy. in — 7 5 
with . the Son of God. £52 

8 to his Daughter / named Atalana, het Rs 

5 divers great Loꝛzds, and -many Noble - 

Knights deſired to have to Wife, ' This 

Atalana was wondzous ſwift ok Fot: wheres 

foze ſuch a Law was made, that no man 


ſhould have her to UUife, - except he could 
out-run her, and take her by ſwiftnefs. of fot... 
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Ometimes chere dwelt in Nessa, 4 
ty. Emperoz which had a fair Tre ure 
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The Hiſtory of”: 


but could not overtake her. 
came a Knight namedPomeis unto her Father, 


and ſaid to him, Py Lozd ik it pleaſe pou to 
give me your Daughter to Wife. J will run 


wich her. Then laid her Father, there is a 
Law made, that whoſoever will have her to 
Wife, muff firff run with her, and if he over⸗ 


take ber not, he ſhall loſe his head, and if be 0- 


vertake her, then ſhall J wed her u 

Rn 2 the Emperoꝛ had told e 
wenne ar might fall in the winn r, 
the Knight voluntarily granted foz to abide 

that jeopardy, Then the Knight pꝛovided him 


thize Balls of Gold againſt the running. And 


when they had begun to run a little ſpace, the 
young Lady over⸗ run him: then the Knight 


thzew fo2th beloꝛe her the firff ball of Gold, and 
when the Damſel ſaw the Ball, ſhe ſtooped and 
tk it up, and in the mean while the Knfghtc 


gat befoze. her: but that pzevailed little, fox 
when the perceived it, the ran ſo faſt, that in 


_ Ho2t ſpace ſhe got befoze him again. And 
then he thaew fo2th the ſecond ball of gold, and 


the ſtwped as ſhe did befoze and tok it up, and in 
that while the Knight got befoze her again: 
which this poung Damſlel ſ&ing, conſtrained 


her ſelf; and ran ſo faſt that ſhe ſoon had him 
at advantage again, and was befoze him: now 

by that time they were nigh the mark, where-⸗ 
hy cher ſhould abiye, 3 the Bnight 
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Geſta Romanorum. 


thzew fozth the third ball befoze her, and be 


ffoped down to take up the ball, and while ſhe 
was taking up the third ball, the night got 
bekoze her, and was firſt at the mark, and thus 


uy The Moral. 36 07 | 
_ By this Emperoz is underſfod che 9 


ok Heaven, and by che Damlel is under iwd the 


Soul of man, with whom many Devils deſire 


to, FE deceive her though theibs tempta⸗ | 
| t the withſtanderh chend Þobghtily, 


and .-overcometh them. And when he hath 


done his wozſt and may not ſpev, then makexg 


he the balls of Gold, and caffeth them be- 


koze in thꝛe ages ok man, that is to lap, in 
In poutyg 


youth, in manh&d, and in old age. 
the Devil caftcth the bali of letcherp bekoze 
her, that is to ſay, the deſire of the fleſh: ne⸗ 
verthcleſs, foz all this tall, oftentimes man 
overcometh the Devil by acknomledging cf 


his fins to God, by hearty Repentance and 
amendment of life, | 


The lecond ball is the 
ball of Pzide, the which che Devil cafſfeth to. 


man in his manhwr, that is to (ay, in his 


middle age; but this ball man olt⸗times over⸗ 


cometh as he did the fir, but let him beware 


of. the third ball, 


which is covetoulnels, . the 
Devil caſteth | 


to man in his old age, 


which is dꝛeadful: fox except a man map d⸗ | 


vercome chis dall, with the ocher two, he ſpall 
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The Hiſtory of 
loſe his honcur, that is to ſay, the Kingdom of 
Meaven. Foz when a man burneth in covetoul- 


neſs, he thinketh not upon Ghoſtly riches, (foz 
ever his heart is let on wo2ldlp gods) and rec- 


Kkoneth not of pꝛapers, no2 of well doing, and 
thus loleth he his heritage, tothe which God hath 


bought him with his pꝛecious blood: unto the 


which our 1025 Jeſys bzing us all. 


I The Argument. 

As God allotteth divers men divers cal i 
eltates of living in this World, ſo is ei 
tried by the rule of life and Doctrines, whe⸗ 
ther his practice agree with his profeſſion, in 
profiting himſelf without prejudice to others, 
wherein if he ſo hold himſelt content, for ſuch 

a Somithe Heavenly Father hath planted a Tree 


- < of Heavenly Treaſure, in the Lite that ſhall be 
* everlaſting. | 


The Second Hiſtory. | 
Pere reigned ſometime in Rome a wiſe 
and mighty Emperoz, named Anſelm, 


who did bear in his arms a Shield of Silver 


with five red Roſes : this Emperoz had chze 


Sons whom he loved much: he had alſs con- 


tinual Mar with the Bing of Egypt, in which 
Mar he loſt all his tempozal gods except a 
pꝛecious Tree. It koztuncd after on a dap 


that he gave battel to the ſame King of Egypt 
wherein he was grieveully wounded, never⸗ 
thelets he obtained the victo2y, notwithſtand-: 
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ing he had his deadly wound: wherefoze while 7 
he lay at point / of death, he called unto his el- 


| deft Son, and ſaid: Pp dear and well beloved 


Don, all my tempozal riches are ſpent, and al⸗ 
molt nothing is left me, but a p2ecious Tre: 
the which ſtands in the midſt of my Empire 


J give to the all that is under the earth, and 


above the earth of the lame Tree, O my reve⸗ 
rend Father (quoth he) J thank you much. 
Zhen laid the Emperoꝛ, call to me my ſecond 
Son. Anon the eldeft Son greatly joying of 
his Fathers gift called in his Bꝛother; and 
when he came, the Emperoꝛ laid, my dear Son, 
J may not make my. Teſtament, fozaſmuch - 
as J have ſpent all my gods, except a Tree 
which ſtandeth in the midſt of mine Empire, of 
the which Tree, A bequeath to thee all that is 
great and mall. Then anſwered he and ſaid, 
My reverend Father J thank you much. 
Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ call to me my third 
Son, and ſo it was done. And when he was 
come, the Emperoꝛ ſaid, My dear Son, J muſt 
die of theſe. wounds, and J have only a pꝛecious 
tree, ok which J have given thy bzethzen their, 
po2tion, and to the J bequeath thy po2tion +. 
{oz J will that thou have of the ſaid Tre all 


that is wet and dzy. Then ſaid his Son, Fa- 


ther J thank pou. Son after. the Emperoz 
had made his bequeſt, he died. And ſhoztly 
after the eldeſt Son tek poſſeſſion of "1p Sow 

ow. 
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{ - The Hiſtory of 

; - © Now when the ſecond/Son heard this, he came] T7 
b to him, ſaying, my bꝛocher, by what lam oz ſrerh 
0 title occupy you this Tree: Dear Bꝛother, ing 


quoch he, J occupy it by this Title, my Fa⸗ Ain 
ih ther gave me all that is under the earth, and und 
| above of the ſaid Tree, by reaſon thereof the E 
Tre is mine. Unknowing to thee quoth the all 
lecond Bꝛother, he gave unto me all that is tot 
great and [mall of che ſaid Tre, and there⸗ dry. 
foe J have as great right in the Tre as pou. £ 
This hearing the third Son, he came to them | ſaid 
and faid, my well beloved bzethzen it beho- | - 
veth pou not to firive fo2 this Tric, foz J have | fie: 
as much right in the Tre as pe, foz dy the law cain 
ye wot, that the laſt Mill and Teſtament ought | (ay 
to ſtand, foz of truth he gave me of the laid || che 
tre all that is wet and dzy, and therefoze the | 1ect 
Tre by right is mine: but foz as much as | ye) 
your wozds are of great fozce, and mine alſo, | led 
mp counſel is, that we be judged by reaſon: let 
; - fo it is not god noz commendable that ſtrife | #4 
f 02 dillention ſhould be among us. Here beſide | che 
; dwellech a King full of Keaſon, therefoze to | frie 
avoid ſtrike let us go to him, and each of us lap ant 
his right befo2e him; and as he ſhall judge, let us cuc 
| ffand to his judgment: then laid his B2ethzen || dig 
| thy counſel is god, wyerefoze they went all the | bor 
Ants the King of' Reaſon, and each of them ſe⸗ gar 
verally ſheweth fozth his night unto him, as it is Þ wa 
7m ſaid befoꝛe. it 
We | | When 
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Geſta Romanorum. * 


Bing) that your Father gave pou all chat is 


all that is great and [mall of that Are. And 


And with that be laid the law to them, and 
ſatd, that this Will ought to ſtand. 

Now my dear Friends, bziefly J ſhall ſaciſ- 
fie all your requeſts : and when he had thus 
ſaid; he turned him unto the eldeſt Bꝛother, 
ſaying, Pp dear Friend, if you liſt to abide 
the Judgment of right, it behoveth you to be 
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led foz a diſcreet 
let him blood. 


When the eldeſt Son was letten blood, 


the King kaid unto them all tha& : Pp dear 


friends, Where is pour Father buried z then 


anſwered they and laid: fozſoth my Lozd, in 
luch a place. 


bone out ok his bꝛeaſt, and to bury the body a⸗ 
gain: and lo it was done. And when the bone 
was taken out, the King commanded thac 
ft ſhould be laid in the blod of the elder 
Bꝛother, 


| when the King had heard the Titles, he 
rerhearſed them all again ſeverallp: firſt, ſay⸗ 
Jing to the eldeſt Son thus: you lay (gd. the 


under the earth and above the earth of the ſaid 
Tre. And to the ſecond Bꝛother he bequeathed 


to the third Bꝛocher he gave all that i is wet and 
day. 


letten blwd of the right arm. Py Loꝛd, (quoth 
he) pour will ſhall be done. Then the Bing cal⸗ 
hyſfictan, commanding him to 


Anon the King commanded o 
dig in the ground fo2 the body, and to take a 


—— 
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blody.: when the King ſaw this, he laid it 
kvermoze. 


dut Lozd Zelſus Chit, which bears a Shield 


The Hiſtory of 
Bꝛother, and it ſhould lie till it had receivedſyae i. 
kindly the blod, and then to be laid in the Sunſuy 6 

and died, and after that it ſhould be wacht with ma 
clear Mater: his Servants fulfilled all thatþ:. el 
he had commanded : and when they began toſ,q 3; 
wah, the blod' vaniſhed clean away, when the; cu. 


L 


King law this, he ſaid to the ſecond Son, it gyp 
be hoveth that thou be letten blod, as tby Bꝛo⸗ſe fe 
ther was. Then laid he, Py Lo2ds will ſhall aft | 
be fulfificd, and anon he was done unto like,, 
as his Bꝛother was in all things, and when 9265 
they began to waſh the bone, the blod vaniſhed 
away, Then ſaid the King to the third Son, 
it behoveth thee to be letten blod likewiſe : þ, 
Me anſwered and laid, Py -Lozd it pleaſeth me 
well ſo to be, When the poungeſt Bꝛother 

was letten blod, and done unto in all things F 
as the two Bꝛethzen were befoze , then the 
Kings Servants began to waſh the bone, but | 
neither foz waſhing no2 rubbing might they do þ 
away the blood of the bone, but it ever appeared 


appeareth openly now that this blod is of the na⸗ llt 
ture of the bone thou art his true Son, and the de 
other twa are Baſtards, 3 judge ther the tree foz þ 
The Moral, | 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz becokeneth 


ok 


Geſta Romanorum. 
f ſilver with five red Roſes , that is his body 
edlyat is ſo fair, ſo clear, and moze radient than 
unhnp filver, accozding to the Plalmiſt: Specioſus 
it horma præ filiis hominum, that is, He was more 
athzir than all the Children of men. By the ſive 
toe Roſes we underftand his five wounds which 
hel je ſuffered koz mankind. And by the King of 
it gypt we underſtand the Devil, againſt whom 
0 ze fought all the time of his life, and at the 
lll: he was flain fo: mankind. Nevertheleſs 
= iefoze his death, he made his Teſtament to his 
h2& Dong. 
ed By the firſt, to whom he cave of the Tree all 
n, chat was under the earth, and above the earth, 
ie underſtand ſuch mighty men, and others 
ne pf all Eſtates in this Wold, as are not con⸗ 
er tent with their callings, ſeck ambitiouſlp the 
£5 Fubverfion ok others, to magniße and exalt 
he themſelves. Wy the ſecond Zon, to whom he 
ur brave all the Arg that was great and ſmall, 
do five underſtand, ſuch wozldly wiſe men, in this 
ed wozld, which in their lubtility attempt to win 
it Þ2 loſe all. By the third Son, to whom he gave 
as fall that was wet and dzy of the Tree, we un⸗ 
be perſtand every good Chaiſtian Pzince, Noble- - 
02 Iman, Pajeſtrate, oz mcaner perſon in e⸗ 
pery Common-wealch whereſoever, which 
| (elchewing all ambition and Covetouſnels) 
- Holding; himſelf content with the pꝛovidence 
th. of. God; and in | bis oben calling, labeureth 
TO 
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was let blood, and in his blod the bone waz 
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ruly to do god unto all men; pea, thoug] I be 
Himſelf ſuffain injuries; ſuffering no . ſola 
then care, no riches then poverty; yet re; 
ceivech all this thankfully, to have this pꝛe 
cions Tre thus bequeathed unto them. Chi 
Tri is the Tree of Paradice, that is ever 
laſting joy which is given to us all ik we tal 
it thankfully. This every man obtainech not 
therefoze it behoveth them to go ta the King 
of Reaſon, that is, unto the Father of Yea 
ven who knoweth all things. The firſt Dot 


laid. By this bone we ſhall underſtand ou 
ſtrong faith in Chalits merits, and by the bly] 
the lively and fruitfyl ſap of god works pac 
ceding out of the lame, which are rare thing 
to be found in thole that leck their own pꝛi 
vate gain, who when they are let blod by th 
ſharp Kaunce of Gods Zuſtice, and it be eſkaſ p20 
bliſhed by Divine Pꝛedication, and made d2y any 
with the ſun of outward pzofeſlion ; pet being Par 
waſht with the water of ſwelling Pztide, Pat and 
lice, Envy, and ſuch like, then the Faith it 

Chziſts merits, is as though we had not re{ Goc 
ceived it, and the lively. fruitful ſap of ga p 
wozks hath no power to tarry upon it, bu v 
vaniſheth away. And thus it fared with the 0 


ether two, the firſt and ſerond ons: but thy 


third Don being contrary, unto. the other 1 
pꝛofeſlion and pꝛactice of life and 3 I. ( 


Geſta Romanorum. 


if ve Magiſtrate oz mean perſon , the vone of 
ſuch-a perſon' will ever be firm of Faith, in 
himſelf and towards others. From ſuch a 


mans bone the blod of lively fruits (to himſelf 
and all others profitable) will never be waſhed 
q away with the water of wzetchedneſs, But the 


moꝛze it is dzyed in the Sun of true trial, che 


oth better it is: Such are the true Childzen of God, 
ok whom dur Lo2d ſpeaketh thus: ye which 


have forſaken all things for me, that is, ye that 
have fozſaken the way of fin, ſhall receive an hun- 


dred times more; that is, pe all not only re⸗ 
I ceive the Zre of Paradice, but allo the Heri⸗ 
tage of Meaven. Thele other twoare Baſtardg, 


becauſe what they pꝛomiled in their Baptiſm, 


they wꝛought all the contrary thzough their wick⸗ 


ed living, and therefoze he that defirethto obtain 
the joys ok 'Beaven muſt abide tedfaſtly in the 
p2ofeſſion and pꝛactice of god life and manners, 


dag and then by Chaift he ſhall obtain the Tree of. 
I Paradice : Unto which he bzing us, who livech 


and reigneth koz ever. Amen. 

The Argument. 

God ſo wand G nful man, that he ſent his only 

begotten Son to redeem him out of the capti- 

vity of the World, to reſt with him in the] Joys 
of Heaven. 

The Third Hiſtory. Largo 

Rome there dwelt ſometimes a Noble 

-Emperoz, named Diocleſian, who loved ex⸗ 

| _ cedingly 


bp grow to mo2e perfect" charity; it foztuned| 


dame again to the Palace, bearing in her mouth 
a woꝛm called Thumare, and when ſhe came whereſ t 4 
her young one was, ſhe let the wozm fall upon ſhe! 
the Glaſs, by vertue of which wozm the Glaſs _ 
- bzake, and the young one flew fozth with her live 


\laboured' fo diligently to deliver her poung 
9100 23 
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alias the vertue of Charity, 'wherefoze he 
deſired greatly to know what Fowl loved He | 
young; beit, to the intent that he might there⸗ | 


G 
. 
G 


upon a day, that the Emperoz rode to a Foz⸗ — 
reſt to take his dilpozt, whereas he found theſſ th. 
neſt of a great Bird (called in Latin Struchie 
Calemi, in Engliſh an Oſtridge) with her 
young, the which young Bird the Emperoz 
tok_ with him, and cloſed her in a Ueſlel of 
Glaſs, che Dam of this little Bird followed 
unto the Emperozs Palace, and flew into the 
Mall where her young one was. But when the 
faw her poung one, and could not come to her, 
no? get her out, the returned again to the Fozreft, 
and abode there thze days, and at the laſt ſheſſ< 


| 


Dam. - When the Empero2 ſaw this, he 
praiſed much the Dam ok the Bird, whichſ}( 


ter : 
The Moral. Thi 

Dear friends, this Empero? is the Father olſwho 
Heaven, which greatly loveth them thatſſage, 


live in perfect love and charity Th s Lickleſter « 


bird taken krom the Fonedt, and cloſed in the Ihe 1 
| Glals, 


| 


Geſta Romanorum, 

Glaſs, was Adam our fozefather > which 
was exiled out of Paradiſe and put into the 

I Glaſs, that is, Bell. This hearing the Dam 
ok the Bird, that is, the Son ok God, he de- 
fcended from Meaden, unto the Fozreff of 
geh the wozld, and lived there th2e& days, bearing 
with him a wozm, that is, Pan-hod, acco2d- 
ing tothe Pſalmiſt, I am a worm and no man. 
This was flain among the Jews, of whole 
blod the veſſel external was bꝛoken, and the 
Bird went out, that is, Adam went fozth 
with his Dam the Don of God and flew to 
Meaven. | 

| The Argument. | 

A clean Spirit and undefiled Soul is the Daughter of 
God, ſo dear unto him that be beſtows her not upon: 
Ithe rich man wanting wiſdom, but upon the poor man 
chat is wiſe, and liveth in his fear, which if ſhe have 
at any time tranſgreſs'd by frailty of fleſh, then ſeeketh 
Iſne for recovery of wh health by the medicine of amend- 


ment of life: ſuch a 5 — ſhall be eſpouſed to Chriſt; and 
live with him in the world to come everlaſtingly.. - 


vel  _./ The fourth Hiſtory. 15 tl 
ich 8 Dmetime reigned in Rome a worthy Em⸗ 
ing peroꝛ and a wiſe, which had a fair daugh- 
Iter and a gracious in the fight of every man: 
This Emperoz bethought him one day, to 
r olſſwhom he might give his Daughter in Parri- 
hatage, reaſoning thus : Jf J give my Dangh- 
ester to a Nich man, and he be a Fol, then is 
theſſche lost; but if J give her to a pwz-and- a wiſe 
ls, EE * man, 


| 
| 


— 


The Hiſtory of 
man; then may he get his living by bis wil 
Dom. 
There was at that time dwelling in the 
City ot Rome, a Philoſopher named Socrates 
pz but wiſe, which came to the Empere 
and ſaid, Py Lozd, be not diſpleaſey thoug 
put fozth my Petition befoze pour Migh 
nels: che Emperoꝛ ſaid, ſpeak ons then laid Sc 
crates; My Lodd, pe have a Daughter whon 
J deſire above all things, The Cmperoz an 
lwered and ſaid, Py friend, J ſhall give tho 
my Daughter to Wife on this condition 
that if ſhe die in fellowſhip after that ſhe is 
eſpouſed to thee, thou ſhalt without doub 
loſe thy head. Then ſaid Socrates, upon thiYhis 
condition J would gladly take her to my Mikeſand 
The Emperoz hearing this, called all the Lozdwhc 
-and States of bis Empire and made a greaſſere 
feaſt. at their Medding. And after the Fealfwike 
Socrates led home his Mike to his own Poule 
where they lived in prace and health long time © 
But at the laſt the Emperozs Daucßhter ſick Rus 
ned to death almoeſt. When Socrates perceivgg ti 
ed this, he laid to Himſelf, Alas and woe. is fo 
| me, what (all J do and whether ſhall J-flee, ſets. 
the Emperozs Daughter that is my wife ſyoulißer o 


die And foz lozrow this Socrates: went to ot 
N Fozeſt there beſide; and wept bitterlv. Js, a 
| Then while he thus wept and mourn v.ther ir 
i came an aged man beving 3 ſtaff in chis hanſnan 
bil 


ant 
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and asked him why he mourned 2 £ Seele ans 
twered and laid: J eſpouſed the Emperoꝛs 
coc daughter upon this condition, that it ſhe die 
in my fellowſhip, J thould loſe my life: now 
the is ſickned to death almoſt, and Jean find no. 

1Y remedy noz help, and. therefoze J mourn. 
Then laid the old man, be of god comfozt 
fo J (all help pou if pe will do after my coun⸗ 
ſel: In this Fozeſt be thꝛee Herbs, if pou make 
A Þ2ink ok che, firſt foy pour wife, and of che o⸗ 
Ather two a Plaſter, and if ye uſe this medicinal 
vEdzink and plaſter in due time, without doubt ſhe 
Ichall recover her perfect health. Socrates did all 
bat the old man had taught him. And when 
Ibis wife had uled a while that medicinal dzink 
and plaſter, within ſhoꝛt time ſhe was perfectly 
whole of all her ſickneſs, And when the Em- 
Iperoz heard that Socrates had fo recovered his 
wife, he promoted him to great honour. | 
The Moral, 

Dear friends, the Emperoz is our -Lo2d Je- 
us Chziſt, his Daughter ſo fair and ſo gracious 
1995s the Soul, made to the ſimilitude of God, which 
e s lo gloziousin the fight of him and of his An⸗ 
» IFels, while that ſhe is not defiled, but abideth in 
ulKer own pꝛoper cleanneſs, This Soul God would 
= Pot give it to a rich man, but to a poz man, that 
B, a man that is made of the llime of the earth. 
This Socrates is à pos man; foꝛ why, every 


” 
— an coinech pwz and naked into this wozld from 
B 2 


yis 


The Hiſtory of 
his Pothers Belly, and every man takes his 
ſoul in wedlock upon ſuch condition, that if ſhe 
die in his fellowſhip by deadly ſin, without doub 
he ſhall loſe eternal life, Therekoꝛe O thou man 
if thy wife ſicken through frailty of fleſh, un⸗ 
to ſin, do then as Socrates did; go unto the Fo? 
reſt, that is, the Church of Chziſt, and tho 
ſhalt find there an old man with a ſtaff, that is 
a diſcreet Pꝛeacher, which ſhall miniſker untt 
thee theſe thi herbs, whereof may be confecte! 
the Medicine of thy recovery unto health. The 
firſt herb is acknowledging of fin ; the ſecont 
ts repentance ; and the third is newnels of life 
accoꝛding to the will of God: Ik theſe Perbz 
be uſed in a plaiſter, the ſinner without doul 
fhall receive his health, and his ſoul fhall be de 
livered from ſin, and alluredly he ſhall have e- 
verlaſting life; Unto the which b;ing us our 
JL 92d Jelus Chziſt. 

The Argument. 


Many fooliſh Ideots of the World, which flow in abun- 
dance of worldly wealth and pomp, thinking they ſhal 


ve here always, are laboured unto by che preachers o 


Gods word, and admoniſhed of their momentany felici- 
ries, and prepare themſelves in beſtowing well their ſho 


dime here, that they may enjoy the bleſſings of everlaſt- 


ing felicity in the world to come. | 


The fifth Hiſtory. 


IDmetime there reign'd in Rome a might 
Emperoꝛ and a wiſe, named Frederick, who 
dad one only Son whim he loved _ 
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Geſta Romanorum. 


This Emperoz when he lap at point of veath 
called unto him his Son, and ſaid, Dear Bon, 
J have a Ball of Gold, which J charge thee 
Jon my bleſſing, that thou anon after my death 
halt give to the verieſt Fol thou canſt find, 
Then ſaid his Son: Pp Lozd, without doubt 
pour will Gall be fulfilled: Anon this poung 
Low afcer the death of his Father, went and 
ſought many Realms, and found many wzetchs 
leſs fols, but becauſe he would perfozm his 
Fathers will, he ſought till he came toa Realm 
where the Law was ſuch, as cvery pear a new 
King was choſen, who had the ruling of che 
Realm foz ene pear only, and at the pears 
end he was depoſed and exiled into an Ifland 
where he finiſhed: his life in miſery, - When 
the Emperozs Son came to this Realm, the 
new King was choſen with great honour, and 
bought unto his Regal ſeac with much mu⸗ 
ſick and great reverence. And when the Em⸗ 
peroz law that, he came unto him and ſalu- 
ted him reverently, laping: Pp Lozd, lo J 
give you this Ball of Gold, on my Fathers bes 
half. Then ſaid he: J pꝛap the tell me the 
cauſe why thou giveſt me this Ball: Then 
anſwered he, and laid, My Father charged 
me on his death bed, that J ſhould give this 
Ball to the moſt fol J could find : whertc- 
foze J have ſought many Realms, and have 
found many fwls, but a moze fol ton thou 
D 3 J 
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x never found : foz it is unknown to thee that 


thou ſhale rrign but a year, and at the years 
end thau ſhalt be exiled into ſuch a place, where- 
as thou Halt die a miſerable death: wherefoze 3 
hold ther moſt fol as ever J found, | foz as 
much as fo2. the Lozdſhip of a year thou wilt 
ſo wilfully loſe thy (elf, and therefoze: JI give 
the this Ball. Then ſaid, the Bing, Mith⸗ 
out doubt thou ſaiſt truly, and.therefoze while 
Jam. now in full power of: this Realm, J will 
ſend befoze: me great treaſure , wherewich J 
map ſuſtain my ſelf fram miſerable death,when 
I ſhall be exiled and put dawn. And ſo this was 
done: and at the prays end when he was exiled 
he lived there in peace and quietneſs, and after- 


wards died A COP death, 


The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperoz is the Father 
of Heaven, the which bequeathetiz the Ball, 
that is, wozldly riches to Fools aud Ideots, who 
favour nothing but what is earthly. This 
Emperozs Son, is a Pꝛeacher 0 diſcreet Pi⸗ 
niſter that travelleth about many Realms and 
Lands, to ſhew unbelieving men and fols their 


peril, The Realm wherein no King might 


reign but à pear, is the wozld: Foz whoſa 
livech an hundzed pears, when he dieth he ſhall 


ſem to have lived but the ſpace of a. pear: 
2 there- 


Pf nant OE... 68. “ we ww i of 
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therefo2e do as the King did while pou be in 
power of life, ſend betoze you peur treaſure, 
that is, firm Faith in Chziſts merits, and the 
fruits of Gods Wozd, pꝛocteding from the 
fame 3 then certainly when we be exiled cut of 
this Wozld we ſhail- live in peace, and all 
find the mercy of God plentifully, whereby 
we ſhall obtain eternal life. Unto which 
bzings us, he that foy us ſhed his pzecious 
blod. 8 | 
The Argument. 

The evil diſpoſed men of this World are here adyer- 
tiſed of their greedy griping after the ſweet temptations 
of the Devil, wherein ſuch do rejoice till death cometh 


ſuddenly upon them, and chen they fall into the horrible 
pit of deſolate darkneſs, due to their deſert. - 


"The ſixth Higory. 


locleſian reigned in the City of Rome, in 

whole Empire dwelt a noble Philolo⸗ 
pher, who by his Art ſec up an Image in the 
midſt of the City of Rome, which Image 
ſtretched out his Arm, and his kozemoſt finger, 
whereupon ſtod this Poſie witten in Latin: 
Percute hic, Strike here. This Image after 


the death of the Philoſopher ſtod a long time, 


and many great Clerks came foꝛ to read the Su⸗ 
perſcription that was on the finger, but none 
underſfod-it 2 wherefoze the people wondzed 
much. At laſt a long time after, there came 

4. 4 


The Hiſtory of 
a ftrange Clerk out of a far Countrey, and when 


he ſaw the Image, he read the Superſcription,. 


Strike here. And then upon a dap when he ſaw 
the ſhadow of the hand, he tok a Pattock, and 
bzoke up the ground under the hand where the 


ſhadow was, accozding to the underſtanding 


of the Superlcription, and anon he found an 
houſe all of Marble underneath the ground, 
wherein he found lo much Riches, ſo manp 
Jewels, and ſo great marvels as he never 


{aw befoze, And at laſt he ſaw a table ready 


covered, and all manner of things neceſſary 
thereto , ſet thereupon, Ye farther beheld 
and ſaw a Carbuncle in the Yall that light⸗ 
ed all the Boule. And againſt this Carbun⸗ 
cle on the other ſide, ſtod a man holding a 
Wow in his hand, and an Arrow ready to 
ſhot, The Clerk marvelled much when he 
ſaw all theſe things, and thought with him⸗ 
, Celf, that ik J tell this fozth, there will no 
man believe me, and therefoze J will have 
ſomewhat of theſe gods in token thereof, And 
with that he ſaw a Knife of Gold upon the 
Table, the which he tok, and would have put 
it in his boſom, but then the Archer \mote 
the Carbuncle and bake it, whereby the whole 
houſe was ſhadowed and made dark, which 


when the Clerk perceived wept moſt bitterly, 
foz he knew no wap to get out, foz as much as 
the houie was made dark thꝛough the bꝛeaking cf 


_ tte 


which darkneſs oftentimes he dyeth. 


Geſta Romanorum 
the Carbuncle. And the darkneſs above there foz 


ever after. And ls finiſhed the Clerk his life 
there in that darknels. . 


The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Image thus ſtanding 
betokens the Devil , which faith evermoze, 
Strike here, that is, ſ&ek after wozldlp riches 
and not fo2 heavenly treaſure, This Clerk 
that digged with the Pattock, doth betoken 
the wozlvly wiſe men of this Wozld, as evil 
diſpoled pleaders sf the Law, | crafty Attoz- 
neps, and other wicked Wozldlings that be e- 
ver ſmiting what by right, and what by 
w2ong, fo that they may get the vauities of 
the wozld, and in their ſmiting they find great 
wonders, that is, they find therein the delights 
of the Wozld, wherein many men rejoice, - 
The Carbuncle that giveth light is the 
youth of man, which giveth: hardineſs to take 
their pleaſure in wozldly riches. The Arcber 
with his Arrow is Death, which lays watch 
againſt man to ſlay him. The Clerk. that twk 
up theKnife, betokeneth every wozldiy man; 
that covetech ever to have all things to his will, 
Till death ſmiceth. the Carbuncle, that is, the 
youth, ſtrength and power of man, and then 
Iyeth he wzapped in the darkneſs of fin, in 


Theres 


: 
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. Thereko2e ſtudy we to ly the wozld, and hex 


vain delights, and then we ſhall be ſure to win e⸗ 
verlaſting life, unco which Chꝛiſt Jeſus bzing 
us, Amen. 

| The Argument. 


We are here generally put in mind, that the Devil be- 
fieging the World, our Champion Chriſt Jeſus be 
ready to take our quarrel into his own hand, whoſe 
deſcending and ſaving us from the invaſion and cir- 
cumvention of Satan, is yet accurſed for us as a tranſ- 
883 is content to ſuffer death for our full Juſti- 

cation. | h —— 


The Seventh Hiſtory. 


1 N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Empe⸗ 
'roz named Titus, who oꝛzdained in his days 
ſuch a Law, that what Knight died in the Em⸗ 
pire ſhould be buried. in his armour, and who- 
ſoever pꝛeſum'd to ſpoil any Knight-of his Ar- 
meur after he was dead, ſhould die without a- 
ny gainſaping. It befel after few prarsthat a 
City. of the Empire was in danger of loſing, 


fo2 none that were in the City could defend. 
themſelves by any manner of policy, where- | 


foze great ſozrow and lamentation was made 

thꝛoughout the Citṽꝛ. 1 7 £09 
But at laſt within few daps there came to 

the City a poung Knight well-favoured, and 


valiant in feats' of. Arms, whom the woꝛthy 


men of the City beholding, and underſtanding 
his pꝛowels, cryed to him with one _ 
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O thot:moſf noble Knight, we beſeech thee to 
help us now-at our moſt-ineed, foꝛ younay, ſe 
this City is like to be loſt: Then he anfwered 
and laid: Stirs, ye ſ& A have no Armour but if 
J had, J would defend your Citv. 

This hearing a mighty man of that City, he 
ſatd to him ſecretly : Sir, here lived ſometime 

a valiant Knight, who now is dead and buried 
within the City, aud ik it pleaſe pou to take his 

Armour ye may defend this City, and deliver us 
from peril, and that will be honour unto you, 
and p2ofit unto the City: | 

The young Knight hearing this; went to 
the Gzave, and arrayed himſelf with the Ar⸗ 
mour, and after much fight obtained the victo⸗ 
ry, and delivered the City. Which done, 
he laid the Armour again in the Gzave, But 
there were fome men of the City who envyed 
him becauſe he had obtained the victozp, and 
accuſed him to the Judge, ſaping thus, Sir, 

a Law was made by the @mpero2, that whos 


Never deſpoiled any dead Knight, of his Armour, | 


lhould die, This young Knight found a 


, dead Unight, and cok away his Armour,therefoze 


J beſ&ech thee that thou p2oced in Law againſt 
zim with equity and juſtice, in giving him ſe- 
here puniſhment fo fo offending the Law. Then 


he Judge heard this, he made the Knight to 


ze taken, and when he was examined of this 
is treſpaſs againſt the Law, he ſaid _ : 
ir, 
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Sir, it is waitten in the Law, that of two 


\ harms che leaſt is to be cholen. It is not un⸗ 


known to pou that this City was in peril to be 


' -Joff, and had J not taken this Armour, J had 


neither ſaved pou noz- the City, therekoze 
methinks you ought rather to honour me foz 
this god ded that J have done, than thus 
ſhamefully to repꝛove me: foz J am led as he 
that is readp to be hanged. Allo god Sirs, 
another thing J may alledge foz mp excuſe : 
he that ftealeth oz robbeth violently , purpo- 
ſeth not to reſtoꝛe the thing which he ſtealech: 
but it is not thus with me; koz though J tok 


the Armour of the dead Knight foz pour de⸗ 


fence and ſafeguard, when J had obtained the 
victozy, J bare it again to the ſame place, 
and to the dead Knight whoſe it is by the Law, 
Then laid the Juſtice, a Thief that bzrak- 
eth a houſe that he may ſteal and bear away 
ſuch as he can find, although he bzing again 
that he hath taken, J ask of the if that the 
bzeaking of the Youſe be lawful oz not; 
The Knight anſwered, ſometimes the bzeak: 
ing of the Youſe may be god, whercas it i. 
made in a feeble place, which would cauſe 

the Paſter of the Youſe to make his wa 
fkronger, that the Theeves after bꝛeak nct, by 


tozce the walls ſo lightly, foz avoiding of mo 
harm, 


Thet 


new Tomb. 
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Then ſaid the Judge, ik the breaking of 
the Youſe be god, nevertheleſs in that 
bꝛeaking, violence is done to the Lozd of 


the houle: And ſo though thou didff reſtoze 


the Armour of the dead Knight, neverthe- 
leſs, thou didſt w2ong to the dead Knight in 
taking awap his Armour. - The Knight ſaid, 


J have told you, that of two harms the lcaft 


is to bechoſen, and that harm where thzough 
great godnels cometh, . ought not to be cal- 
led harm, it ſhould rather be called god. 
Foz if a Houſe within the City were on fire 
and began to burn, it were better that thze 
o2 four Youſes thereby ſhould be thzown to the 
ground, than that they ſhould be ſet on fire 
alſo, whereby all the City would be burned; 
right ſo, if the Armour of the dead Bnight 
had not ben taken the City had ben lof. 
and when the Judge heard that be anſwered 
lo well and fo reaſonably, he could give no 
judgment againſt him. But they who had accu- 
ſed this Knight, flew him: foz whoſe death 
there was great weeping th2oughout all the 
City, and his body was honourably buried in a 


4 


The Moral, 


Dear friends, this Emperoz is the Father 
ak heaven and this City is the wozld, which is 


. be⸗ 
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befieged of the Devil and deadly uin; and as 
many as were within the City, were all iu 


peril. to be loſt, This young Knight that canie 


to the City is our Yozd' Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who had 
not the Armour ot humanity, till he went to 
the grave, that is, the womb. ok the glozious 
Uirgin Mary , by the annunciation of the 


Angel, ſaying, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall light on- 


t hee, and lo thou ſhalt conceive and beat a Son. 
And thus in the womb of the Uirgin he cok 
the Armour ok the dead Knight, that is, the 
manhad of Adam our fozefather, and ſaved the 


City that is, the woztv and mankind, by his 


bleſſed paſſfon that he ſuffered on the Croſs, and 
he put the Armour again into the grave, when 
his bleſled body was buried; but the Citizens 
envied him, that is, the Jews accuſed him to 
Pilate; ſaping, If thou ſuffer him this, thou art 
not Czfars friend: we have a Law, and after the 


Law he ought to die, Joh. 19. 21. And thus our 


od Jeſus Chaiff ef his Enemies was con- 

demned to the death of the Crols, and after 

alcended up to heaven, whit her he n bing 

us. Amen. 5 | 
The Argument. 


The fornication of the wicked worldly men is 
here detected by the providence of God, and, 
by his gracious favour, the ſinnet is delivered 
out of thraldom of ſin, unto the liberty of life 


The 


everlaſting. 


. to oh 
band be 
by the. Law ſhe was put in pꝛiſon, where in 


15 Geſta Romanorum. 
e The eighth Hiftory. 
Mere reign'd, lometime in Rome a migh- 
tx Emperoz and a wiſe, named Berold, 
adaitted a Law, that what woman Was 
n her hu band being alive ſhe 
ab 'ralt into perpetual pꝛiſon. There 
t hat time a Knight that had a fair Lady 
ife, who committed Adultery; Her huſ- 
cing alive, and was with Child, cherckoꝛe 


ſwozt oh he was delivered of a fair Sen. The 
child grow up till it was ſcven years old, and his 
Mother daily wept bitterly: which when the 
child hard, he laid unte her, O Pocher why 
wep pe thus ⸗ and for) what-carife arc pon thys 
perplexed „ Then laid his Pother, O my 
wert Don, J have grcat caule to mourn; and 
thou alſo, koz above our heads are people 
walking and the Sun thineth in clearnels, and 
we be here continually in ſuch darkneſ?, that 


J can neither lee - thee no2 thou me: alas 'that 


ever I conceived rhe? Then ſaid the Don 
ſuch joy as pou lpeak-of, J never ſaw; foz J 
was bon here in this varkneſs, heb oe ik 
J had meat and dzink enotgh J ould” live 


here all: my life. Therbfvie Pother wrep not 


but be thearful. This Aamentation that was 
between khe Pother and rhe Son the Emperoꝛs 
Steward heard, that ftw above their heads, 


whereot he had great compaſſton, and Went 


to 


nnn 
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 treſpaſſed ſo in time to come, they - 


Peaven that made the Law, that what | 
kried woman, that is, what ſoul that is e — | 
ed to the Lozd, and doth commit adulteyy, that 
is, doth wozhip ſtrange Gods, ſpould be caſt 
into the Pꝛilon of Bell; therefoze the ſinful 
ſoul hath great cauſe to weep, foz the is de⸗ 
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to the Emperoꝛ, and kneling Ren vim 

of his G2ace, that the Wother' and the Son chri 
might be delivered out of pꝛilon. The Em⸗ || © 
peroz as a merciful Lozd, granted chat they be 
ſhould be delivered. Heverthelels, if they ch 
d be 
_ 


puniſhed with double pain. And after 

delivered he lived joyfully. wy * 
The Moral. I 

Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ is Father of we 


barred from light, that is, from the joys of 
Meaven. Her Son chat deſired meat and dzink, pay 
are the wealthy wicked Wozldlings, that ; 

ſay to the Pꝛeachers that peach unto them 
the joys of Yeaven, chat while we may live 
and have all the ſolace of the Moꝛld, we de⸗ 
fire no other Meaven. The Steward that 
heard tbeir Lamentation, is the 10 Jeſus Þ 
Chꝛiſt, who knowing all the pzivities of our 
ſozrowful and repentant hearts foz our fins, ſi 
beſonght. the Father ok Heaven foz us, that ue; 
we might be delivered from the p2iſon of. ſin, ever 
aud fo come to everlaſting Life. Unto. which krong 


he baing us all, Amen. nne, e 
The 8 


Geſta Romanorum. 


| The Argument. 

Ichriſt proclaimeth the joyful Feaſt of Heaven, wherets 
1- | che Lame, that is, the poor reachers of the Goſpel, — 
ing their ſight of knowledge in — word, ſupport 


'v | by the blind Lairy, — noma 
44 thets, they peach unto the mand coor or 
be & perperual felicity. | 
| The Ninth Hiſtory. 
K\Dmetime in Rome dwelt an Emperoz 
D named Pompey, who above all other things 
was merciful, This Emperoz p2oclaimed 
hzoughout all his Empire a great Feaſt, and 
What poz and rich ſhould come to the Feaff, and 
phoſoever came to that Feaſt ſhould not oulp - 
e well fed, but alſo ſhould have great gifts. 
When the Perald had warned all man- 
c- her of men to- come to this Feaſt 3 at that 


of ime there were two pooz men lying by the 


ik, Way, the one being lame, and the other blind. 
at Alas, ſaid one of theſe men to the other, woe 
m Fo us both, how ſhall we do 2 fo2 the Empe⸗ 
ve $02 hath pꝛoclaimed a Feaſt, and whoſoever 
'e- Bometh thither, ſhall not onlp be well fed, but 
;at Allo ſhall Have great gifts, and J am blind, 
us Ind thou art lame, how ſhall we do? Then 
ur aid the lame man to the blind man; A tall. 
ns, Five thee god counſel, if thou wilt do after 


hat ne; J am lame and feeble, and map not go, 


in, Pevertheleſs J can ſie, and thou art blind, but 
ich Fong ; take thou me upon thy back, and bear 
me, aun 3 1 direc the * wap, and _ 


it 
5 
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we ſhall both come to the Gmperoꝛzs Featt. 
Then laid the. blind man, let it be lo, get thou 
on mp back, and J ſhall. bear the, and guide 
thou me, and lo the y did, and came 225 
the feaſt, and received great bewarb, and ate 
ended their lives in peace. | 

The Moral - 

Dear kriends „this Emperoz is our Davi- 
our Jeſus Chziſt, that - pzeclatmeth a Feaſt, 
that is, the joys ok Meaven, unto the which 
joys he calleth. all mankind, and kozlaketh 
no man that will come unto him. This lame 
man betokeneth the pz Piniſters of the Goſs 
pel, which wanting - wozldly wealth, live by 
the Pzovidence ok God; and this blind man 
betokeneth the Lay⸗ man, who knows not the 
right way to Heaven. It behoveth the blind 
man, that is, the Lap⸗men, to bear the lame 
man, that is, the Miniſters ok the Golpel, 
ſuſtaining and feeding them with the duties of 
the Church: and the Miniſters of Gods cauſe 
are bound to teach and to inkoꝛzm us in the way 


to Yeaven,. whereas we ſhall not only have z uni 


Fraſt, but alſo great reward and joy. - Unto 
which God bzing us all. Amen. | 
The Argument. 

Heaven and Hell are here compared to two Cities, theſe 
Cities are two contrary ways: to Heaven (which is I 
the City of all Heavenly treaſure and felicity) is 2. 
narrow, crooked, craggy, and painful way, having! 
three Enemies, the Devil, the World and the Fleſh, 

To 
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To Hell (being the City or fink of ſorrow and ſadneſs,) 
ou a fair way, broad, plain, and eaſie, having three guides, 

that is, Pride of life, Covetouſneſs of the eyes, and 
Concupiſcence of the Fleſh, . 


er 10 The Tenth Hiſtory. 
Ic metime in Rome dwelt an Empero: 
named Folliculus, who was very wile and 
vi- mercikul in all his woz ks. This Emperoz 
it, builded in the Caſt a noble City, wherein he 
ich put all his Treaſure to be kept, Unto this 
eth City the wap was ffony, full ok Bzambles 
me and ſharp Thozns; and th2ze Knights were 
of- armed ready to fight with them that would 
tome to that City. Therekoze the Emperoz 
oꝛdained that whoſoever overcame theſe Knights, 
houldenter the Citp, and take at his will of the 
Emperozs Treaſure. After that this Empe⸗ 
ro did make in the Nozth a City, wherein he 
Ndained all manner ok pain, ſozrow, and toz⸗ 
enting foz Palefactozs, to which was a bꝛoad 
wap verp delectable, growing full of Roſes 
vay and fair Lillies, and in their way were th& 
e xFlnights ever waiting, if any man came towards 
ntoſthe City ok the Hozth, to ſerve him with all 
anner ok velicates and neceſlary pꝛoviſion: 
and if it foztuned that any man did enter with- 
heſe n that City, the cuſtom was ſuch, that the 
n 5 people would bind him Mand and Fat, and caſt 
jim info Pꝛilon, there to abide the lentence ok 
he Judge. 


C 2 When 


and plain, and full of Delights. Then ſaid 
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When this was cryed thzoughout all the 
Empire, there were two Knights dwelling 
in one City, one named Jonatas, who was 
a wiſe man, the other called Pirrhus, who was 
a Fol, nevertheleſs there had continued between 
them great love. This Jonatas ſaid co Pirrhus : 
Dear friend, there is a common crp made 
thzoughout all the Land, that the Empero wc 
bath made a City in the Eaſf, wherein he hathſ he! 
put his treaſure, and whoſoever map enter that} as 
City, fall take what he will of the Treaſure ;Þ art 
therefo2e let us go thither. me 
Then ſaid Pirrhus : Thy counſel is god the 
let us go. The wiſe Knight ſaid, if it be (off (as 
that thou wilt follow my counſel, J pꝛay tha to 
that faithful fricndſhip may continue be⸗ rea 
twen us, and in tcken of love thou ſhaltÞ thi 
dzink mp blod, and J will dzink thine, on thi: 
this condition, that neither of us leave other 
iu this journey. The foliſh Knight ſaid, it 
pleaſeth me right well, therefoze they were 
both let blad, and each of them dzank others 
blod. When this was done, they went foath 
together on their journey, and when they 
Had gone th2x&e days journey, toward the City 
where the Treaſures were, they came to 
place where were two waps, one ſharp, and 
flony and full of Thomns, the other fail 


the wiſe Knight to his fellow: Dear friend, 


here 
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herr are two ways , one ſharp and thozny 3 
neverthelels, if we go this wap, we ſhall come 
bag to a City that is ſo rich, and there we ſhall 
vas have that we dcſire, Then laid the fooliſh 
een Knight to his fellow, J wonder greatly ac 
us: pou, that you will ſpeak ſuch things, fo 
ade J will rather believe mine eyes than pour 
roi wozds. A l& here openly, and ſo do port, that 
athÞ here is a hard wap, and full of chozns 3 and 
that as J have heard, there be three Champions 
re armed in this way ready to fight againſt all 
men that go towards the City of the Eaſt, and 
therefoze J will not go that way, but here is 
(as pou may lee) another wap plain and caſte 
to walk in, and in this wap are thz& Knights 
ready to ſerve us, and give all manner of 
things delighiful foz us: and therefoze by 
fl this way 3 will go, and not by that other 
if} way. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight, certainly 
if we go by that way, we ſhall be led into 
the Cicy of the Nozth, wherein there is no 
mercy, but perpetual pain and ſozrow, any 
there we ſhall be taken and bound, and caſt 
into Pꝛilon. Certainly ſaid the foliſh Knight 
this way is the ready wap, and as I believe 
it is moze pꝛofitable than the other way, Zhen 
of went they both fozth the fair wap, aud anon 
uy thze Knights met with them, which receiv⸗ 
ed them courceouflp fo; one night, and gave 
them all mauner 4 things that were pleaſant 
RY 3 | tg 
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to them. And on the mozrow, they tk their 
journey fozxth toward the City, and when 
they were within the City, anon the Empe⸗ 
ro2s Officers met with them and laid, Friends, 
why came ye hither: inlomuch that pe knew 
the Law of this City is ſo cruel ok long time 
heretokoze, ſurely pe ſhall be ſerved now alter 
the Law. Anon thep tok the wiſe Knight, 
and bzought him, and caſt him into Pꝛiſon, 
and after that they tok the foliſh Knight , 
and bound him faſt, and caſt him into a Ditch, 
Son after it befel, that the Judge came to the 
City to give judgment on them that had trel⸗ 
palled the Law, and anon all the Pꝛiloners 
were bzought fo2th befoze the Judge, among 
whom theſe two Knights were bzought foꝛth, one 
from Paiſon, and the other from the Ditch, 
Then laid the wiſe Knight to the Judge: My 


reverend Lozd, J complain ok mp kellow that 


he is guilty of mp death: koz when we two 
came to the two ways, whereof the one led ta 
the City of the Eaſt, and the other to this 
City, J told him all the peril of this Citp, 
and the reward ok that other City, but he would 
not believe me, but ſaid to me in this wiſe, J 
will believe mine own eyes better than thy 
Woꝛds, and becauſe he was my fellow, J would 
not let him gs alone in this wap: and thus came 
I with him, wherekoze he is the caufe ok my 
death. Then ſaid the foliſh Knight, J a” 

| ano that 
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that he is the cauſe of. mp death: fo2 it is not 
unknown to you all, that Jam a Fol and he 
a wiſe man, and thercfoze be ſhould not fo 
lightly have followed mp folly, fo2 if he had 
fozſaken this way, J ſhould have followed him, 
and therefoze he is the cauſe ok mp death. 
Then ſaid the Indge to che wiſe Knight, be⸗ 
caufe that thou with all thy wildom, ſo lightly 
conſentedſt and lollswedſt the will of the fol, 
and his kdoliſh wozks: and thou fool, becauſe 
thou didſt reject the god counkel and advice of 
the wile, and wsuldſt not believe him, J give 
Judgment, that, ye both be hanged fo2 pour 
treſpaſs : and ſo it was done. Mherekoze all 
men p2atſed greatly the Judge fo? his dilcrees 
Judgment. 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Empero? is Almighty 
God, and in the Eaſt is the City of Meaven 
wherein is treaſure infinite: And. unto this 
City is a hard way and full of Thozus, that 
is the way of Kepentance : by Which way 
full few walk : foz it is hard and ſtraight 
accozding to the holy Scripture, laping thus, 
Arcta eſt via quæ ducit ad vitam, It is a 
ſtraight way that leadeth to everlaſting like. 
In this way are thiee armed Knights, that 
is, the Devil, the Wo2ld, and the Fleſh: 
with whom it behoveth us to fight, and to 
C 4 cbtatn 
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obtain the vicozy befoze we may come to Hea⸗ 
ven, The lecond Citp that is in the Hozth 
is Hell: and to this acco2deth the Scripture, al 
laying thus, Ab aquilone ponetur omne ma- uU 
lum, Mut of the Noꝛth cometh all evil. Cer⸗ 
tainly to this Citp the way is plain and bꝛoad, co 
and walled about on every ſide with all mannerſ cy 
of delights, wherefoze many men walk by no 
this way, The thze Knights that give to 
every man going this way, what thing they 
pleaſe, are theſe, Pꝛide of life, Covetouſneſz 
of the eyes, and concupiſcence of the fleſh 2 fn 
which thꝛer the wꝛetched man greatly delight-J] 
eth, and at the laſt they lead him to Bell. Th 
This witty Knight betokeneth the ſoul, am. 
the fwlliſh Knight betokeneth the fleſh, whichh |, 

t 

n 


is always folliſh, and at all times ready to 

do evil, Theſe two are fellows and knit in 
one : foz either of them dzink others blod; 
that is, they ſhall dꝛink of one Cup either off 
joy oz pain, which they (hall have after the day 1 
'of Dom | 


The @oul chuſeth the wap of repentance, Ch 
and in as much as ſhe may, ſhe ſtirreth the] this 
Fleſh to do the ſame, But the Fleſh never] his 
thinketh what ſhall come after, and cherefo2e | thai 
the goeth in the delights of this UWozld, and La 
_ fiyeth the vertne of Kepentance- And thus all 
the Soul after death is caſt into Pell, and che fn | 
Fleh is caſt into che Ditch, that is, _ 2 and 

ve. 
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Gave. But when the Judge cometh, that is, 
dur L92d Jeſus Chziſt, at the laſt day to judge 
all mankind: Then the Soul ſhall com plain 
upon the Fleſh, and the Fleſh upon the Sul 2 
But then the Judge, that cannot be decerved, ſhall 
condemn the Soul, becauſe ſhe followed the frail- 
ty of the Fleſh, and the Fleſh becauſe it world 
not believe the Soul. UWherefo2c let us ſtudy ro 
tame our Fleſh rhat we may obey God, and then 
hey we ſhall have eternal life. Unto which bzing us 
iels our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


bY The Argument. 


ell. The Soul of man being poſſeſt of the Princely Territory 
of Paradice, was by che Devil provoked to fin againſt 
his Creator, and for the ſame tranſgreſſion (being 
zich thence into the world exiled) loſt that heritage: but 
to by Chriſts bleſſed Death and Paſſion was reſtoced to 2 
in] mort happy Heritage of everlaſting Feliciry. - © - 


* The Eleventh Hiſtory. 


day Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz named Frederick, which had no 

ce, | Child but one only Daughter, to whom 
the] this Emperoz after his deceale bequeathed all 
ver] his Empire. This underſtanding an Carl 
oꝛe ] that dwelt there beſide, he came to this poung 
ind Lady, and wwoed her, and pꝛovoked her to fin 
jus all that he might; whereby this young Lady 
in ſhozt p2ocelſs of time inclined to the Carl, 
and this Carl anon lay with her, and 1 
5 er; 


'S 


- 2 


The Hiſtory of: 
her: and afcer thaf he dzave her from her 
Peritage, and exiled her out of the Empire, 
wherefoze ſhe made great lamentation, and fled 
untoa Realm there beſide, where ſhe daily wept 
and mourned. ;-:7 77.5555 0 get . 

It befel after one day, that while ſhe late 
mourning by the high-way ſide, there came 
riding by her a fair poung night upon a 
Hoꝛſe, who came towards her a great pace, 
and very courteoully ſaluted-her, asking her 
the cauſe why ſhe mourned ſo ſoze. Then 
anſwered ſhe, and ſaid, Pp Reverend Lo2d, 
A am an Emperozs Daughter, deſcended of 
the Nopal blwd, my Father is dead, who 
left me all his Empire, becauſe he had no o- 
ther Meir. And after his deteaſe an Carl 
there⸗beſide deceived me, delloured my Vir⸗ 
ginity, and after that, he put me viblently 
out of my Yeritage, ſo that now J am fain 
to beg my bꝛead from dw2 to doo2, and this is 
the cauſe of my ſozrow. | Then (aid the 
night: Fair Damſel; J have great com⸗ 
paſlion on thy beauty and on thy comlinels: 
therefo2e ik thou wilt grant me one thing 3 
will fight foz the againſt the Cark, and 3 
will aſſure the the victozy 2 Then laid the alas, 
good ſir, J have nothing that J may give unto 
vou but my lelf ! And J ask no moze of the, 
ſaid the Knight, but that thou wouldff be my 
Mile, and love no man lo much as me, _ 
| . did 
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ſaid ſhe : Reverend Dir, that J will do glad- 
ly, and moe if J might. Then law the 
Knight: J will that thou do nothing foz me, 
but ik it foztune me to die in the fight fo2 thee; 
and obtain the vidozy, thou ſhalt take my 
bloody ſhirt, and hang it upon a beam in thy 
Chamber: and this ſhalt thou do foz two cau⸗ 
ſes: The firſt is, that whenloever thou be⸗ 
holdeſt the Shirt, thou ſhalt weep foz me. 
The ſecond is, that whatſoever man cometh 
to wooe thee to be his Mike, thou ſhalt then 
haſtily run untothy Chamber, and there behold- 
ing my bloody ſhirt, think heartily within. thy 
ſelf thus. 

The Lozd of. this ſhirt died foz my love in 
battel, by which he recovered my Peritage. 
God fozbid I ſhould take any other man af- 
ter his death. Then laid ſhe, Reverend Sir. 
all this J ſhall fulfil by the grace of God. And 
when the knight heard this, he allayed' to 
fight againff the ſaid Carl, and obtained the 
Uictozp , and the Earl was overcome and 
fied, and this poung Lady was bought aud 
received again into her Peritage. Neverthes 
lels, the Knight was deadly wounded in 
the Battel, whereok he died: but ere he died 


he bequeathed his blody Shirt unto this 


Damſel, deſiring her to keep her pꝛomiſe. 
When this poung Lady heard of his death, the 


** ſoze, foz in his Shirt was wꝛought Thug 
hin 


| 
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Think on me and have in mind 
Him that to thee was ſo kind. 
Anon when the had received this Shirt, (he 
hanged it upon a beam in her Chamber, and as 
oft as the beheld it ſhe wept bitterly. It be- 
fel not long after, that the States of the Em⸗ 
pire came to her, and defired her to take an 
Puzband ; but then ſhe went to her Chamber, 
and beyeld che blody Shirt, and waxed (ozrow- 
ful, and (aid oftentimes, woe and alas thou 
ſufterct death {02 my love, and thou allo re- 
coveredft again my Heritage? God foꝛbid that J 
ſhould take any other man but ther. And thus ſhe 
anſwered every man that came to her: and lo 
they went awap diſappointed ok their purpole, 
and ſhe ended her life m reſt. | 
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| Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ is the Father 


of Heaven, and his Daughter is the Soul 
of man, made to the ſimilitude of God: to 
whom he gave and bequearhed the Empire 
of Paradice. But there came the Carl, that 
ts, the Devil, and pꝛovoked her to fin, when 


ſhe eat of the Apple, and ſaid to her thus: 


In what hour ye eat of this Apple ye {hall be 
Gods. Mherefoze we bzeaking Gods com- 
mandment were exiled out of Paradice, f0 
live in this Wozld in great ** 
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as the Scripture ſaith 2 In the ſweat of thy face 


thou ſhalt eat thy Bread. But then came a 


fair poung Knight and a ſtrong, that is our 
Low Jeſus Chziſt, who had compaſſion upon 
mankind, and taking upon him our ficſhandblod, 
gave battel to the Devil and overcame him; and 
thus won he again our Peritage. Therekoze 
let us do as this poung Lady dtd, let us lap this 
blodp Shirt, that is the remembzance ok the 
Paſſover of Chꝛiſt on the beam of our hearts, 
let us think our Lo2d Jeſus ſhed his pꝛecious 
blod foz us. And if anp man, that is, of the 
Devil, oz any other would ſtir us to fin, let us 
think pzeſentlp on the paſſion of Chꝛiſt ſaying 
thus ; J will take none other but the, who 
haſt ſhed thy blood foz me, and thus ſhall we 
win everlaſting life. Unto which God bzing us 
all, Amen. | 
The Argument. 


we are here enerally advertiſed of honouring the Sab- 


bath day: now for the redeeming of time, to be o- 
cupied in Ghoſtly Contemplation, is profitable to the 
Soul and Body. Alſo Preachers of Gods Word often- 
time for ſaying truth purchaſe ill will. If we beſtow 
our talents in che amplifying of our Faith, and fur- 
thering one of another with good works, we ſhall in 
time inherit the fruition of eternal life, prepared for 
Chtiſt's Elect. 


The Twelſth Hiſtory. 

Rome dwelt ſomecime a mighty Empe⸗ 
roz named Apolonius, who ozdained a 
| | Law, 


—— — 
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Law ; that every man upon pain of death be 
Hould celebꝛate the day of his Nativity. w 
This. Emperes. called o them a Cierk that te 
there be many hainous offences done my h: 
Empire contrary: to the Law, — Ito 
pꝛap the, that thou by thy cunning wouldeſt t he 
make ſome- craft whereby J map know who ar 
treſpaſſeth againſt the Law pꝛivatelp oz o⸗ ſx 
penly. Then ſaid Virgil, My reverend Lozd, 

your will fall be done: anon this Virgil ar 
though his craft made an Image in the ſar 
midſt of che City of Rome, which denounced Why 
and told all the Emperoꝛs Pellengers who trel⸗ b 
palled againſt the Law, and who not. There ge 
was at that time dwelling in the City ol Rome us 
a Þmich that hight. Focus, which by no means ſan 
would celebzate Ihe Nativity of the Empe⸗ ſth! 
ro}, It bekel upon a night as the Smith lay m 
in his bed, he thought upon the Image that NE 
accufed many men befoze, dzeading leſt the ko: 
Image would accuſe him; wherefoze he aroſe, Nth 
and went to the Image, and ſaid, J make a Uow Uof 
to God, if thau accuſe: me J chall beak thy NV 
head; and when he hadſaiv thus, he went home, ſth! 
The Emperoz on the mozrow following.ſent 
Peſſengers to the Image, (as befoze time he 
was accuſtomed) to knod and underſtand who 
had treſpaſſed againſt the Law. And to chem 
* ſaid: che Image, lift up pour — 
ehold 


and we ſhall revenge the anon. 
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behold what is ingraven in the fozehead. And 
when they loked up, they ſaw this Poſte wꝛit⸗ 
ten.- Times be changed, and men become worfe 
and worſe 5 for he that will ſay the Truth hall 
have his head broken. Therefo2g go ye fo2th 
to your Lo2d, and tell him all that ye have 
heard and ſen. The Meffengers went fozth 
and told the Emperoꝛ all they had heard and 
leen. | 2 £7 _ 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, arm your felves 
and go to the Image, and ik that you find 
any man that hath menaccd oz thzeatned to 


hurt the Image, bind him hand and for; and 


being him unto me. Then went the Peſlen⸗ 
gers fozth to the Image, and ſaid to it: teil 
us the truth, if any man have thzeatned ther. 
Then laid 
the Image, take the Smith Focus, fo2 he is the 
man that will not honour the Nativity of the. 
Emperoz: Straightwap the Meſſengers. led. 
koxth the Smith befoze the Emperoz, and 
there examined him why he kept not the day 
of the Emperozs Nativity in Reverence and 
Dono2, accowding to the Law: Then anſwered 
the Smith, and ſaid, Reverend Lozd, J beſ&ch 
you that you will hear mine cxcuſe, and if Jan- 
[wer not reafonably to all manner of points 
that ye ſhall ask me, J will yield: me fully to 
your G2acet then laid the Empero2 J will hear 


Wye, and that which is right, that J will do. 


Then 


Smith Focus was choſen to be Emperoz, be⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 
Then ſaid the Smith, J muſt have eight ca 
pence every day in the Week, and them J cans 0 
not get without great labour, and therefoze pe 
J may not kep that day holy day moze than 

other days. Then ſaid the Emperoz, why 

muſt thou have this eight pence 2 Then ſaid ſg, 
the Smith, J am bound to pap daily two hi 
pence, and two pence J lend, and two pence th 
J loſe, and two pence J ſpend: Then laid Ich 
the Emperoz , tell me mote erp2efly of theſe ed 
eight pence : Then ſaid the Smith, J am te 
bound every day to pay two pence to my Fa- p. 
ther; foz when J was young he ſpent daily two ie 
pence on me, which Jam bound to pay him ſg, 


- . again foz his ſuſtentation 2 and two pence J ſt; 


loſe on my wife. Then ſaid the Emperoz, Ino 
why loleſt thou that two pence on thy Wife : ay 
Then ſaid he, where ſaw pe ever a woman in 
but ſhe had one of thele p2operties, either ſhe 
was wilful and contrary to her Yusband, oz % 
hot of complexion : and therefoze that J give . g 
her I loſe, and two pence J lend to my Son, it 
wherewith he is ſuſtained, that when J come KL, 
to age and poverty he map pap me two pence | 
again, like as J do mp Father, And J 
ſpend two pence on my ſelf. in meat and dzink 
and that is little enough. Then ſaid che 
Emperoꝛ thou haſt anſwered well and wiſely. 
Not long after the Emperoz died, and this at 


cauſe 


ern — 
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icht Frauſe he ſpent his eight pence ſo wiſely an © 
cans Iso p2ofitably; and thus he ended his life in 
foze peace and reit. 

| The Moral. | 


why | Dear Friends, this Emperoz is our bleſſed 
ſaid Y&aviour Jeſus Chziſt, which ozdained by 
two his holy Law, that every one ſhould keep holy 
ence the Sabbach-day. This Virgil that made 
laid I that Image is the Holy Ghoſt who eſtabliſh⸗ 
heſe ed among us Pꝛeachers, to teach vertues and 
am tepꝛove vices, and they ſhould not ſpare the 
Fa- po noz the Rich. But now if a Pꝛeacher 
two Yhould ſpeak the truth againſt any man, be 
ſhall be thzeatned by the Enemies of Chaift; 
that is, by evil men that neither love God 
Inoz man, Wherefoze the Pzeacher map 
ay now, a-daps, that Poſte which was waitten- 
in the fo2e-head of the Jmage : Times be 
changed from good to ill, and men be daily 
orſe; for whoſo could ſpeak the Truth now 
z-days ſhall have his head broken, Theretoze 
it is ne&edful they be armed, that is, ought 
9 be armed with vertuous examples of god life, 
ind then they need not fear, becauſe they have 
he truth of God to ſtand by them, accoꝛding to 
he Apoſtles ſaying ; If God be for us, who can 
an be againſt us? | 

By this Smith Focus, is underſtod every 
zd Chꝛiſtian⸗ man, who daily ſhould ſpend 
Pis time in * every hours _ | 


wit 
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with ſome p2ofit Cozpozal oz Spiritual: and 


then ought he to be pzeſented befoze the Em⸗ 
pero2 : This Focus paid two pence to the 
Father, and ſo we ſhould pap to our Father 
of Heaven two pence, that is, Honour and 
love; fo2 when we were Childzen of wretch- 
edneſs, and in bondage, Almighty God ſent 
down to the earth his Son toredem us, ac- 
coding to St. John the Evangeliſt, ſaying, 
God loved the World ſo well, that he gave 
his only begotten Son for the Salvation of 
the World. Allo this Focus lent two pence 
to his Son : that is, every Chziſtian man 
ought to lend to the Son of God, ont 
Low Jeſus Chziſt, true and unkeigned faith, 
and fruitful god Mozks and Deeds in our 
life, and he will repay us agatn at the day 
of dom with his heavenly mercy, when 
Soul and Bodp ſhall be glozified, and that 
he is our bzother may be p2oved by the Text 
of Iſaiah, ſaying, A Child is born to us. This 
Focus loff two pence to his Wife : his Mile 
betokens the fleſh, upon whom thou loleſt two 
pence, that is, unlawful love and con- 
ſent to fin, becauſe the fleſh is contrary fo 
the ſpirit, and is ever ſubject to fin. This 
Focus alſo ſpent two pence on himlelf: by 
the firſt penny, ye ſhall underſtand repentance, 
whereat the Angels in Meaven do greatly 
rejoice 3 by the ſecond penny pe ſhall _ 
and 
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ſtand perfect perſeverance in amendment ok life, 
fo2 he that abideth to the end ſhall be ſaved, 
And he that ſpendech well theſe two pence all 
obtain everlaſting life; unto which bzing us our 


' Lozd Jeſus Chaff, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Man being blind through fin, and either by infirmity of 
frail fleſh, or ſuggeſtion treſpaſſing with evil and lewd 
company, though God of his mercy be favourable unto 
him in his life time by reaſon of the aforeſaid reſpect, 
yet if he accuſtomedly walk on forward in this world- 
ly wickedneſs, his wiltul blindneſs ſhall sor excuſe him, 
but accuſe him in the day of Judgment moſt grievouſ- 
ly to have offended God; in abuſing his mercy offered, 
and rherefore the leſs worthy to have rhe reward of 
the ſimple Soul, that repentantly and with modeſty 
Iiverh to the fruition of everlaſting bliſs. 


The Thirteenth Hiſtory. 


Dmetime in Rome dwelt a noble Empe⸗ 
roz which among all other vertues loved 
beſt mercy: Wherefoze he o2dained a Law, 
that everp blind man ſhould have an hundzed 
Ohillings by the year of his Trealure. Jt befel 
on a dap, that certain men came to a Tavern 
to dzink Mine, and that theſe men had ſitten 
in the Tavern thze days, the fourth dap 
they were greatly in debt foz the Mine: wheres 
koze the Uinter came to them and demanded 
Ponep foz his Mine. Then laid one of the 
Dainkers, Sirs, the r hath made Fuch 
2 a 


The Hiſtory of 
a Law, that every blind man ſhall have an 
hundzed Shillings of his Trealure: there- 
fo2e let us caſt Lots among us, and to whom 
the lot falleth, let his Epes be put out, and ſo 
he may go tothe Cmperozs Palace, and get an 
hund2ed Shillings to diſcharge us. Now this 
counſel liked them well; ſo they caſt Lots, 
. and the Lot fell on him that gave the coun⸗ 
— and his Fellows immediatelp put out his 

ves. 

And when he was blind, he went to the 
Emperozs Palace, and asked an hundzed 
Shillings of the Steward, accozding to the 
Empero2s Decree,  ** Dear Friend ſaid the 
Steward, thou didſt lee With both thine eyes 
a while fince, thou alſo underſfandeft the 
Law amiſs: fo; the Law is made foz2 men 
that are blind thzough infirmities, oz by the 
will of God, but the other day thou hadſt thy 
ſight in the Tavern, and haſt wilfullp loſt it. 
Therekoze go to the Tavern again to thy fel- 
lows, and diſcharge what thou oweſt, fo2 here 
getteſt thou nota Farthing. Then went this 
w2etched man fo2th, and told his fellows of the 


Stewards anſwer, and with that came in the 


Uinter, and deſpoiled them of all their Cloaths, 
and beat them, and thus dzove them with ſhame 
out of the City: And lo were they never al⸗ 
ter ſeen there, 
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The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Empero? is our Savt- 
dur Chziſt, who ozdained a Law, that every 
blind man ſhould. have an hundzed Shillings 
of his Treaſure. The blind man betoken⸗ 
eth every ſinner, who ſinneth thzough intfir- 
mitp, oz the inticing of the Devil, the Mozld 


and the Fleſh, and ſhall receive an hundzed 


Shillings, if he be inwardly repentant of his 
ſins 2: that is, he ſhall have an hundzed times 
moze jop, accozding to the Scripture, ſaying, 
Ye ſhall receive an hundred times more joy if ye 
repent and turn from fin, and ye ſhall have e- 
verlaſting life. Theſe men that came to the 
Tavern to dzink Wine, be ſinners, who 
oftentimes come to the Tavern of our Ad- 
verſarp the Devil, to dzink of his carnal 
Appetites 3 that is, they have conſumed and 
waſted away all Spiritual Uertues, which 
they received at the Sacrament of Waptiſm , 
where the Devil our enemp delpoileth them 
of all their god deds that ever they have 
wꝛought befoze;, Thep caſt lots; that is, they 
caſt among them the cuſtom of ſin, and this 


lot of fin falleth' on ſuch as are unthankful 


and mercileſs : and ſuch a man wilkully be- 
comes wilful, a foul ſinner like Judas, that 
betrayed our Low without any luggeſtion oz 
inticing: Therefoze ſuch men fin molt grie⸗ 
voully. When they come befoze the Steward 

: D 3 that 


The Hiſtory of 
that is, befoze the Pꝛelates ofthe Church, they 
can hardly obtain an aſſurance of Heaven, be- 
cauſe they be not in the right way to leave their 
ſin, Therekoze let us ſtudy with all diligence 
to pleaſe God, that we may obtain everlaſting 
life, which is laid up in ſtoze fo2 all thoſe that 
live modeſtly, loking koz eternal Salvation. 
Unto which bzing us Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 
The Argument. 


A certain faithful vow of love being made between the 
Soul of every faithful Chriſtian and Jeſus Chriſt, we 


are to conſider the merciful and gracious Covenant of 


God toward the faithful, and to be careful of this Co- 
venant, and we are to ſtudy to perform our Vows, ſo 
as we at the prefixed day of Promiſe being undefiled, 
may thereby purchaſe the promiſed place of everlaſt- 
ing glory, prepared for all them that ſeek the glory of 
God, and their ſouls health. 
The Fourteenth Hiſtory. 
F* Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em- 
pero2 named Philominus, who had one only 
Daughter, who was fair and gracious in the 
ſight of every man, who had to name Aglacs. 
There was alſo in the Emperozs Palace a 
gentle Knight that loved dearly this Lady. 
It befel after on a day, that this Knight 
talked with this Lady, and ſecretly uttered 
his deſire to her. Then the laid courteouſly 
leeing you have uttered to me the ſecrets of 
your heart, J will likewiſe foz pour love utter 
to you the ſecrets of my heart, and truly J — 
| that 
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that above all other J love you beſt. Then 
ſaid the Knight, J purpoſe to viſte the Vsty 
Land, and therefoze give me pour Troch, 
that this ſeven pears you ſhall take no !2r 
Pan, but only foz mp love to tarry foz me 
ſo long, and if J come not again by this 
day ſeven pears, then take what man you 
like beſt. And likewiſe J pꝛomiſe por that 
within this ſeven pears J will take no 
Wite, Then ſaid ſhe, this Covenant plea- 
ſeth me well, When this was laid, each 
of them was betrothed to other, and theu 
this Knight tok his leave of the Lady and 
went to the Holy Land. - Shoutly after the 
Emperoz treated with the King of Hungaria 
foz the marriage of his Daughter. 
came the King of Hungary to the Emperoꝛs Pa⸗ 
lace to ſe his Daughter, and when he had ſeen 
her, he liked marvellous well hcr beauty 
and her behaviour, ſo that the Emperoz and 
the King were -acco2ded in all things as 
touching the marriage, upon the condition 
that the Damlel would conlent. Then cal⸗ 
led the Emperoz the young Lady to hint, 
and ſaid, O mp fair Daughter, J have p20- 
vided foz the, that a King fhall be thy Bus⸗ 
band, ik thou liſt conſent, therefoze tell me 
what anſwer thou wilt give to this. Then 
ſaid ſhe to her Father, it pleaſeth me well; 
but one thing dear 3 J intreat of por 

| 4 | 


Then 


The Hiſtory of 
if it might pleaſe you to grant me: J have 
vowed to keep my Uircinity, and not to mar- 
ry this ſeven years 3 therefoze dear Father, 
J beſeech you foz all the love that is between 
your gracious Fatherhod and me, that you 
name no man to be my Musband till thele 


ſeven years be ended, and then J ſhall be 


ready in all things to fulfil your will. Then 
ſaid the Emperoz, ſith it is fo that thou haft 


thus vowed, J will not bzeak thy Uow, but 


when theſe ſeven years be expired, thou 
ſhalt have the King of Hungary to thy Yug- 
band, 

Then the Emperoz ſent fozth his Letters 
tothe King of Hungary, pꝛaping him if it 
might pleaſe him to ſtap ſeven years foz the 
love of his Daughter, and then he ſhould 


ſped without fall. Herewith the Wing 


was pleaſed and content to ffap the p2efixed 
day. 
And when the ſeven years were ended ſave 
a day, the young Lady ſtod in her Cham- 
ber Window, and wept ſoze, ſaying, Moe 
and alals, as to mozrow my Love pzomilſed 
to he with me again from the Yoly Land: and 
alſo the King of Hungary to mozrow-will be 
here to marry me, accozding to my Fathers 
pꝛomiſe: and if my love comes not at a certain 
hour, then am I utterly deceived of the inward 
love J bear to him, 
When 
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When the day came, the Bing haſted to⸗ 
ward the Emperoz to marrp his Daughter, 
and was ropallp arrayed. in Purple. And 
while the King was riding on his way, there 
came a Knight riding on his way, who 
ſaid, Jamof the Empire of Rome, and nom 
am latelp come from the Poly Land, and A 
am ready to do pou the beff Service J can. 
And as thep rode talking by the way, it be- 
gan to rain ſo faſf, that all the Kings Ap- 
parel was ſoze wet: Then ſaid the Knight , 
My Lo2d ye have done fwliſhip , foz as much 
as pe bzought not with vou pour houſe : then 
ſaid the King , Why ſpeakeft thou ſo-2 My 
Poule is large and b2oad, and made of ſtones, 
and moztar, how ſhould J bzing that with 
me, my houle : thou ſpeak' ſt like a fol, When 


this was ſaid, they rode on till they came to 


a great dep water, and the King ſmote- his 
Pozſe with his Spurs, and leapt into the wa⸗ 


ter, ſo that he was almoſt dzowned. When 


the Knight ſaw this, and was over on the os 
ther ſide of the Mater without peril , and 
he ſaid to the King, Pe were in peril, 
and therefoze pe did fooliſhly , becaule pe 
bought not with pou pour Bzidge. Then 
laid the King, thou ſpeakeſt ſfrangely ,-_mp - 
Bidge is made of Lime, and Stone, and con- 
taineth in quality mo92e than half a Mile : 
Pow ſhould J then bear with me my Wire 2 
Bk ; there⸗ 
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8 thou lpeakeſt fwliſhly. Mell ſaid 
the Knight , my folliſhneſs may turn the to ri 
wildom. When the King had ridden a little th 
further, he asked the Knight what time of 4 
day it was. Then laid the Knight if any man it 
bath lift to eat, it is time of the dap to eat, wheres th 
foze my Lo2d, pꝛap take a modicum with me, p 
fo2 that is no diſhonour to you, but great ho⸗ 
nour to me befo2e the fates of this Empire: 
Then laid the Ring J will gladly eat with 
the. Thep lat both down in a fair Mine 
Garden, and there dined together, both the 
King and the Knight, And when Dinner was 
done, and that the King had waſhed, the 
Knight ſaid unto the King, Py ond ye have 
done fooliſhly, foz that pe bzought not 
with pou pour Father and Mother. Then 
ſaid the King, what ſayeſt thou 2 Pp Father 
ts dead, and my Mother is old and may: not 
travel, how ſhould J then bing them with 
me - therefoze to ſap the truth, à kali ſher 
man than thou art did J never hear, Then 
ſaid the Knight, every wozk ts Palled at the 
end. © 
When the Knight had ridden a little fur i 
ther, and nigh to the Emperozs Palace, he as⸗ i 
ked leave to go from him, fo2 he knew a nea⸗ 
rer way to the Palace, to the young Lady, 
that he might come firft, and carry her away unf 
with him. Then ſaid the King, IJ 100 7 
| the 
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ald thee tell me by what place thou purpoleſt to 
te ride » then ſaid che Knight J ſhall cell you 
tle the Truth: This day ſeven years J left a 

of Net in a place, and now J purpoſe to viſit 
nan it, and dzaw it to me, and if it be whole, 
re Athen will J take it to me, and kep it as a 
precious Jewel; if it be broken, then will 
J leave it: and when he had thus ſaid, 
he took his leave of the King, and rode 
fozth, but the King kept the bzoad Yighz 
wap. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard of the Kings com⸗ 
ing, he went towards him wich a greatfcom⸗ 
panp, and ropallp received him, cauf:n him to 
ſhift his wet Cloths, and to put on rel, Ap- 
parel, And when the Emperoz and the King 
were ſet at mear, the Imperoz welcomed 
him with ail che chcar and ſolace chat he 
could, And when he had exten, the Em⸗ 
gero; asked tpdings of the ing: My Lo2d, 
aid he, J ſhall cell you what 3 have heard 
this dap by the way: There came a Knight 
o me and reverently ſaluted me; and anon 
after there fell a great Rain , and greatly 
potled my Apparel. And anon the Knighe 
a” Maid, Sir, pe have done foolihly, koz that 
wy Fe bzought not with peu your Moule. Then 
WP. Flaid the Emperoz, what cloathing had the 


way Knight on ? A cloak quoth the King. Then 
15 iid the Emperoz, ſure that was a wiſe 
4111 man, 
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The Hiſtory of 
man, fo2 the Youſe whereof he ſpake was a 
Cloak, and therefoze he ſaid to pou, that pou 
did foliſhly, becauſe pou came without pout 
Tloak, then pour-Cloaths had not been ſpoiled 
with Kain. Then laid the King, when he had 
ridden a little furcher, we came to a deep wa⸗ 
ter, and J ſmote my Yorſe with my Spurs, 
and J was almoſt d2owned, but he rid through 
the water without any peril: then laid he to 
me, pou did folichly foz that you bzought 
not with you pour Bzidge. Uerilp laid 
the Emperoz, he laith truth, fo2 he called 


the Squires the Bzidge, that ſhould have 


ridden bekoze pou, and aſſayed the depneſs 
of the Mater. Then ſaid the Bing, we rode 
further, and at the laſt he payed me to 
Dine with him. And when he had di- 
ned, he laid, J did unwiſcly, becatiie J 
bzought not with me mp Father and Po⸗ 


ther. Trulp ſaid the Emperoz, he was a 


wiſe man, and ſaith : foz he called pour 
Father and Pother, Bzead and Wine, and 
other Uictual, Then ſaid the Bing, we 
rade further, and anon after he asked me leave 
to go from me, and J asked earneſtly whether 
he went: and he anſwered again, and laid, 
this day leven years, J left a Net in a pꝛivate 
place, and now J will ride to ſee it; and if it 


be bzoken and tozn, then will J leave it, but if 
ic be as J left it, then ſhall it be unto me right 


P2ecious, 
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p2ecious. When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he 
cryed with a loud voice and laid, O pe my 
Bnights and Servants, come ye with me ſpedis 
ly unto my Daughters Chamber, foz ſurely 
that is the Net of which he ſpake; and fozth- 
with his Knights and Servants went unto his 
Daughters Chamber, and found her not, fo2 the 
afozeſaid Knight had taken her with him. And 
thus the King was deceived of the Damlel, and 
he went home again to his own Country a- 
ſhamed, 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends this Emperoz is our Lozd 
Jeſus Chziſt, and his fair Daughter is ever⸗ 
laſting life , which the Emperoz had ozdained 
fo: Kings, Knights and other men: The 
Knight that loved this poung Lady, is everp 
god Chziſtian ſoul , which Holdeth Himſelf 
not wozthy to come ints the fight of God unto 
ſuch joy, as the Apoſtle ſaith, The ſufferings 
of this time are not worthy to attain to the glo- 
ry that is to come. This Knight was ſeven 
years abſent from his love; like as a good 
Chziſtian all days of his life Gould labour 
and travel in fulfilling. the leven works of 
Percy, Pp the King chat came without a 


Cloak in the rain, is to be underfsd, ſome 


mighty men in this Wozld, which have 
Cloaks to cover all their other cloathe. Wy 
this 
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this Cloak, is underſtod Charity, ag the 
Apoſtle faith 2 Charity covereth a multitude 
of ſins 2 but many men have not this Cloak; 
wherefoze they are t with the Rain of 
Pꝛide, Avarice and Letchery, This Ring 
alſo was almoſf dꝛowned, becauſe he tacked 
his Bꝛidge, that is perfect Faith : fo2 as we 
ſ& that no men pals over a great Water, 
bzoad and deep without a Bzidge, oz fomy 
other thing chat is able to bear him: Right 
lo, without Faith it is impoſſible to pleale 
God: foz Chailt ſaith, If ye have faith as a 
grain of Muſtard-ſeed, then you may fay 
to the Hills remove out of your places, and 
they ſhall remove. But many of us now 
adays have verp feble Faith, and there- 
foze do ſuddenly fall into the clap sf deſpe- 
ration, and by deadly ſins oftentimes offend 
God, Alſo the King had not bzought with 


him his Father and Mother: By the Father 


which is cauſe ok Generation, is underitod 
Pumility, without which there is no Uertue 
in any man, and thereto accoweth St. Gre- 
gory , ſaping, He that gathereth all other 
Vertues without Humility, is like a Man 
that caſteth duſt into the Wind. Mis 
Pother betokeneth Mope: Therefoze he 
that will obtain everlaſting bleſſed life , 
mult have the Cloak of Charity, the 
Bzidge of Faith, and a Father of _ 
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neſs, and a Pother of Mope, as the Apoſfle 
faith. | 
Alſo this Knight went the narrow wap, and 
the King the b20oad nay; fo he that will be 
ſaved muſt go a ſtraight way; that is, the way 
of Abſtinence, Alms-deds, Charity and Re- 
pentance. Ok the which way ſpeaketh the Apo⸗ 
Rle, The way is ſtraight that leadeth to ever- 
laſting Life. But many men go the other way 
which leadeth to Hell, that is by the way of the 
flehly luſt: and ſuch men go out of the way of 
everlaſting Life. Therefoze ſtudy we to walkthe 
narrow wap, that thereby we may obtain ever- 
laſting life, | 
The Argument. 
By the Hiſtory is figured, as ap peareth in the Moral, the 
Soul of every good Chriſtian, held of him as h is 
Daughter: but being ſeduced, carried away and de filed 
by Satan her foul enemy; ſhe is reduced by the hel 
and valiant proweſs of her heavenly Champion Chri 
Jeſus, unro her former. * Yet man being un- 
grateful to his Redeemer, forgetteth his duty, and for 
good rewarderh evil to his Champion Chriſt Jeſus, de- 
livering him to be judged by the Law, as an Offender: 
but when the Champion avoucheth what he hath done 
for man and his Soul, then he is with ſhame of his ingra- 
titude conſtrained to remorſe, and call for grace to re- 


pent and amend his life, that by the death of his 
Champion Chriſt, he may obtain eternal Life. 


The fifteenth Hiſtory. 
Ometime dwelt in Rome a noble Empe⸗ 


roz named Agias, which had retained unto 
„„ 
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bim a Knight named Gerard, which was a I 
wozthy Warrtour , nevertheleſs he was ag 
a Lamb in the Cmperozs Court, but in the A 
Field he was like a Lion. This Emperoz 4 
had a fair Daughter, whom the ſtrong. and r! 
mighty Earl of Peleſter carried by force a- ke 
way and defiled, which moze dilplealed the 
Emperoz then the carrying her away. There⸗ ® 
foze he called unto him his Council, and (aid, K 
Dear friends, the violence done. to me in de- 
flowing of my Daughter is not unknown to th 
vou, and therefoze J purpoſe to give battel to he 
the Carl: wherefoze J pzay you to be ready at a 
dap, that ye may p2oced with me in battel. 77 
And they ſaid :- Sir, we be ready to live and It 
dye with you in battle, 
Mhen the appointed dap of battel came, — 
they met on both tides, and a cruel tharp con⸗ 60 
lic was pꝛoletuted on both ſides, and almoſt ha 
all on che Emperozs part was flain, And 
- as the Emperoz himſelf was — 2 aſlail⸗ N Pe. 
ed, the night Gerard put himlelk among 
the Enemies befoze the Emperoz, and fottght tha 
manfully, and ſo the Emperoz - eſcaped, and the 
the Knight. above and flew the Carl, never- the 
theleſs the Knight had divers wounds; not- 
wichſtanding this, he abode ſtill till the blod — 
ran down to his fot. : And when his enemies ND 
lam chat the Garl was lain, they fled, and ſte; 


the Kyight with his people followed on the 
| chaſe 


Vela Romanorum. | 
thale till they tame to the place where the 
Emperozs Daughter was, and led her with him. 
And thus with triumph and victo2y he returned 
again ta the Emperoz. Foz the which victo- 
rp, and re⸗obtaining of the Emperoꝛs Daugh- 
ter, he was greatly pꝛailed of all people. Not 
long after it befel, that this Knight - had a 
Sute in the Emperozs Court, wherefoze the 
Knight came unto the Emperoꝛ, and pzayed him 
mekly to be favourable to his cauſe : and furs 
thermoze deſtred him to do reaſon touching his 
honeſt demand, | : | 
When the Emperoz had heard him, he 
called to him a Judg, and ſaid, Dir, Dur 
Will is, that you da all equity unto this 
Rnight, And when che Knight heard this, 
he cryed with a loud voice, Alas, alas, who 
ever heard of ſuch an Emperoz: Thou wert 


(ſaid he) in battel, where thy head ſhould 2 55 
have been ſmitten off, and J in mine own. E 


perſon (and none other man) put my ſelf in 
jeopardy foz thee : and now thou haſt aſſigned 
another man to be judge in my Cauſe : Alas 
that ever thou wert bon! and wich that wozd 


Ithe Knight put off all his cloaths, and ſhe wen 


the wounds that he had received in the battel 
unto all the men that were there pꝛelent , 


and laid, Lo, what J have ſuffered foz the 


O Emperoz 3 J did put no other man in my 
ſtead, and now thou - pete another mw 


in my cauſe. Sothly J ſay to the, that 3 never 
ſerved ſuch a Lozd befoze. 


When the Emperoz heard this, being al⸗ 


molt confounded in himlelk, he laid: O dear 
Friend, all that thou ſapeſt is truth, thou ſa- 
vedit me from death, thou didit re⸗ obtain my 
Daughter again, and foz my ſake thou haſt 


Cuffered many wounds: verily it is right that J 


in my own perſon come down and make an end 
of thy cauſe, ſo as may be to thy content, and 
to mine honour, * 

And then the Emperoz laboured very buſily 
in this matter, and made thereof an end accoꝛd⸗ 
ing to the Knights requeſt 3 wherefoze all men 
greatly commended the Emperoz. 


The Moral 


Dear Friends, this Gmperoz may be cal- 
led every Chziftian man, oz elſe all mankind, 
which had a fair Daughter, that is to ſay; 


the ſoul, made to the ſimilitude of God. This 


Earl betokeneth the Devil, which carri⸗ 
eth away, defloureth by 'fin the ſoul of man, 
though eating the fruic of the fo2bidden tre : 


wherefoze all mankind was in thzaldom, till 


. a ffrong and Ualiant Knight came and put 
himſelf on the Croſs to lufter death, as a 
' Redeemer of mankind from the Devil. Foz 
ik that had not been, we had been all partakers 
of chzaldom everlaſtingly'; and this Knight 
| reditced 
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reduced and re-obtained the ſoul. of man unto 
the Church, wherefoze he ſuffered: many 
great wounds in his Body. And now' this 


Knight, that is, our Lozd Jeſtis Chiff hath 


a matter to dd among us, that is, to find vs 
perfect faith: wherekoze he calleth on us 


daily, that we ſhould be ready at all times, 


ſayping thus, Apocalyps the third: Loe I 
ſtand and knock at the door, if any man will 
open to me, I will come in and ſup with him. 
But many men do as the Emperoz did, the 
which appointed the Knight another Judge 


than himſelf, foz now adays there be lom 


men that will do no repentance fo2 the love of 
him, which aſſigned no other man but him⸗ 
ſelf to fight foz us. And theretoze againſt uns 
thankful perſons, it ſhall ye ſaid thus. Lo, 
he ſuffered foz us on the Croſs, diſpotled of 
all his cloathing, and ſhewed to us all His: 
wounds that he ſuffered. 

Ge we therefoze thankful unto God foz all 

his G2aces, and be content that he may ſuffer 

koz his Love ſome ſozrowful repentance. Foz 
he that ſuffereth pain foz the love of God in chts 

Life, ſhall receive a hundzed times moe re⸗ 

ward in che Life everlaſting. Unto the which 

dur Lozdd Jeſus Chziſt bzing all mankind-. 


Amen, 
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The Argument. | 
The Soul of man is here warned toeſchew the pleaſant 
bars, and ſubtle crafts of the Devil, that ſhe yield not 
to his allurement leſt he get the vantage of this mortal 
courſe from her, and bereave her of her joys in the 
life to come. 


The Sixteenth Hiftory. 


12 dwelt ſometime in Rome a wiſe 
Emperoz named Pompey, which had a 


vertuous Daughter named Aglas. This Dam 
ſel had many endowments above all other wo- 


men in that Empire. 


Firſt, the was fair and gracious in the fight 
of every man: alſo ſhe was ſwift in runuing, 
that not any might overtake her by a- right 
Kate. When the Emperoz underſtood theſe 
two pꝛoperties in his Daughter, he was right 
jopkul: Wherefoze he pꝛoclaimed thꝛough⸗ 
out all his Empire, that what man, poo2 92 
rich, would run with his Daughter, ſhould 


have her to wife, with great riches, ik he could 


over⸗ run her, and come ſooner to the mark than 
ſhe: and ik ſhe over-run him, and came ſooner 
to the mark than he, his head ſhould be ſmitten 
| off, 


When the States of that Empire, as Dukes, 


Earls, Barons and Knights, heard this cry, 
they offered themſelves one after another to run 
with her, but ever this poung Lady over-ran 


them all: wherefoze they loft their heads, as 


coding to the Law. 


| bro him, 
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That time there was a pz man dwelling 


in Rome, which thought within himlelk J am 


a pz man, and come of poꝛz kindzed; there ts 
a common cry made, that what man ſoever 
can out-run the Emperozs Daughter, by any 
means, ſhall be pꝛomoted to great honour and 
riches : now therefoze if J might over-run her 
by any manner of way, J ſhould not only be 
p2omoted to great honour , but alſo all mp 
kindzed, Then this poz man p2ovided him⸗ 
ſelf of thie things, whereby he might win 


her: Firſt, he made a Garland of red Roſes 


and white, Secondly, he made a rich Girdle 
of ilk cunningly w2ougthe, Thirdly, he made 
a Purle of Silk, embꝛopdered with pꝛecious 


ſtones, and wichin the Purſe was a Ball oe 


thie colours, and upon this Ball was waits 
ten this Poley, Whoſo playeth with me, 
ſhall not be weary of my play. Then put 


he theſe three things in his boſom, and wie. 


kozth to the Palace Gate, crying and ſays 
ing, Come fozth fair Lady, fo2 J am ready 
to run with you, and to fulfil the Law in all 
things. 


When the Emperoz heard. this, he com⸗ 


manyed his Daughter to run with him. 


This young Lady . went to her Chamber: 


Window, and when ſhe ſaw him, He de- 


uy woz v Knights ea nom muſt J run 


3 with 


and ſaid, J have overcome ma⸗ 


— — 
— — — Vs 22 — 
— I —_ 


4 


! 
| 


; = : _ 
N Þ *s 7 
& 7 1 
1 
2 
- 
Fa + 
2 3 
| 
4 ; 
ou 
| ' i; a 
1 ** 
| : 
t i : 4 
b 19 
11 
9 . ho N > . 
: * 
6 2 
\ I 


. 

1 

4 
\ 


The Hiſtory of 


with a Churl nevertheleſs, J will fulfil my 


Fathers Commandment, 


Anon the Damlſel arrayed her fo2 to run 


with him. Andat the laſt they run together, 
and within ſhozt ſpace the Damlel got far 
befoze him. When the Jugler ſaw this, he 
thzew fozth his Garland of Flowers befoze 


her, and when the Damlel beheld and ſaw it, 


We ſtoped down and took it up, and ſet it ups 
on her head, and that while the Jugler went 
befoze her. But when the young Damlel 
ſaw this, ſhe wept ſoze, and fo2 ſo2row ſhe 
thzew the Garland into a ditch, and ran af- 


ter him, and at the laſt ſhe overtook him, and 


lift up her right hand, and gave him a buffet, 
ſaying : abide thou w2etch, it beleemeth 


not thy Fathers Son to have me to Wife, 


And then this Lady did. over-run him, and 
went befoze him a great ſpace. © And when 


the Jugler ſaw this, he took the Girdle out 


ok his boſome, and thzew it befoze her. And 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe ſtooped down and: took 
it up, and girded her therewith, and the 
while the Jugler gat befoze her again. Now 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe was vered and cok 
the Girdle, and with her teeth to2e it in thzer, 
and then thzew it from her : then ſhe ran 
falt after him, and at the laſt overtook him, 


and then the gave him a great blow, ſaying : 


D wzetch, thinkeſt chou to overcome me: 


any 
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and with that ſhe ran befoze him again. 
Lhe Jug ler was flie and ſubtle, and kept the 
Purſe till they were near the mark, and then 
he thꝛew it befoze her, and anon ſhe ſtooped down 
and tok it up, and opened it, and took out the 
Ball, and read the Poſey 3 Who playeth with 
me ſhall never be weary of my play: And the 


began to play, and continued ſo long in plap⸗ 


ing, till that the Jugler was befoze her at the 
mark. And thus he won the Empero2s Daugh⸗ 
fer, | 
is The Moral. 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz is our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chziſt, and his fair Daughter 
is the ſoul ok man, which was made clean by 
the efficacy of Baptiſm, and was alſo ſwift 
in running, that is, in vertue, while ſhe was 
in her cleanneſs, ſo that no deadly ſin might 
overcome her. This Jigler that is fo ſub- 
tle and crafty, is the Devil, which Tudieth_ 
day and night to deceive Innocents. Me p20- 
vided him of chiee things. Firſt, of the 
Garland, which betokeneth P2ide : foz why £2 
a Garland of flowers is not let upon the arm, 
no2 upon the for, but upon the head that it 
may be ſeen : ſo Pꝛide would be ſen, Mhere⸗ 
foe St. Auguſtine ſaith, when thou ſeeſt a 
Proud man be not afraid to call him the Son of 
the Devil; Do thou therefoze as the Paiden 
did, be angry at thy fins, and caſt off che 
G 4 Garland 


was wzitten on the Fall. 


1 ne. _ — 
2 - — 2 2 : R . 2 
= - —— ate} 8 had Wc * * 
— 
= 1 - "yp N 
” —— wen a ST ts: Pha <a 
_ * —— * 2 — 8 
* r — — 
3 — — — bet ut re > ed — 2 - ——— — —— 
- — „ = * 4 N i 7 - 5 TT * EIT . 
/ > , 
— 


: The Hiſtory of 4 


Garland of Pzide, into the Ditch of Repen- 
cance, and ſo- ſhalt thou give the Devil a 
buflet and overcome him. But when this 


and alas, there be many girded with this gir- 
dle of Letchery , againſt which Girdle ſpeak 
eth St. Gregory, laping, Gird we our Loins 
with the Girdle of Chaſtity, for whoſoever is 
girt with this Girdle, ſhall not loſe the hope of 
Life. Then caſteth the Jugler (that is the 
Devil) the Purſe with the Ball. The Purſe 


that is open above, and cloſe under, betokens 


the heart, which evermoze ſhould be cloſe in 
the bottom againſt earthly things, and open 
above to Heavenly joy: and the two ſtrings 
that open and ſhut the Purſe, betoken the 


love of God, and cur Peighbours: the 


Wall which is round and moveable, to every 


part of his difference, betokeneth covetoul⸗ 


neſs, which moveth ever both in young and 
old; and therefoze the Poſey was true that 
Whoſo playeth 
with me, that is with Covetouſnels, fhall 
never be ſatisfied. @Therefoze ſaith Seneca, 
When all fins wax old, then Covetouſneſs 
waxeth young. Therefo2e let us take heed 
that we play not with this Tall of Cove⸗ 


Jugler, that is, our Ghoſtly enemy , the De- 
vil, leech himſelf overcome in one fin, then he 
returneth and tempteth a man in another ſin, 
and caſteth befoze men the Girdle of Letchery; 


P c Eu ENTS 


touſneis 


Line is oh ded 4 ads. — _ 
- N _ 8 » » „ 
, 


Geſia-Romanorum. + 


toulnels, and then without doubt we ſhall vb 
tain thzough the merit of Chꝛziſt the bliſs of 
Heaven that never ſhall end. Unto the which 
bzing us that ſhed his pꝛecious blod foz us. 


The Argument. | 

The Preaching of Gods Word and every good Prayer, is 
a ſweet ſounding melody in the ears of God, and hath 
a promiſed reward of God, yet there is now and then 
ſtirred up in us, ſome let thereof by our whiſtling Ad- 
verſary the Devil, and we are hindred for a time, until 
by the Providence of God, Godly Preachers, be ſent 
forth, which with the Hook of Gods Word do win a- 

gain our loſt felicity, and ſo recover the fall of ſuch 
Souls as were ſeduced and led away into joyful and 
perpetual fellowſhip of the bleſſed Angels of Heaven. 


The Seventeenth Hiſtory. . - 
Dmetime dwelt in Rome a noble Empe⸗ 
ro2 and a wile named Theodoſius, which 
loved greatly the muſick of the Harp, and like⸗ 
wiſe the paſtime ok Hunting. It befel upon 
a day, as this Emperoz hunted in the Foꝛreſt 
he heard a ſweet noiſe of a Harp, fo that 
though the ſweetneſs thereof, he was almoſt 
raviſhed of his wits : wherefoze he ſought a- 
bout the Fozreſt to find that Melody, and at 


the laſt he eſpied at the end of the Foreſt a 


po2 man fitting beſide the water playing on a 
Parp full ſwecly. Then ſaid the Empero?, 
God friend, pzoceedeth this melody from thy 
Parp oz no? the pwz man anſwered and ſaid, 


Pp reverend Lozd, I hall tell you the truth. 


Mere 
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Mere beſide this water, my Wife, my Child, 
and J have dwelt this thirty years, and God 


hath given me ſuch a gift, that when J play 
on my Harp, J make ſuch melody, that the 
Fiſhes of this water come out to my hand, ſo 
that therewith my Wife, my Child, and J 
Have ben ſuſtained in- great plenty. But 


alas, ſometime on the other ſive of this wa⸗ 


ter there cometh a whiſtler, and he whiſtleth 
ſo ſweetly, that many times the fiſhes fo2ſake 
me and go to him: therefozz my reverend 
Low J crave pour help againit this whiſtler. 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, J ſhall give the god 
help, J have here in my purſe a golden 'Yok, 
which J ſhall give thee, take it, and bind it 


faſt to the end of a Kod, and put a Wozm up⸗ 


on the Honk, then calf thy rod into the water, 
and play upon the arp, and when thou per- 
ceiveſt the fiſh to bite on the Bait, dꝛaw them 
up to the Land with that Mok, and then this 
whiſtling ſhall not avail. When the pw} 


man heard this he rejoiced greatly, and did 


as he had taught him. And when this po 


man began to play upon his arp, the frthes. 


came tothe Bait, and then he tok them up 
with hts Hwk, and lived thereby in beter e- 
fate long time, and at laſt ended his like in 


peace and reſt, 


The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Empero2 betokeneth 


Our 
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our Lo2d Jeſus Chit, which greatly delight⸗ 
eth to hunt the foul of mankind in the Fozreſt, 
that is the Holy Church. Me loveth alſo the 

melody of the Harp, that is, he laveth much 
them that teach the Poly Wow of God. 
This poz man that fate by the Waters fide, 
betokeneth the Pꝛelates of the Church, and 
the P2eachers of the Mozd of God, which 


. ought alway to be reſident in their Charge, 


and not in the Wozld, that is, they ſhould not. 
ſet their delight on Wiozldly things, The 
Pꝛeachers ought to have the Parp of Poly 
Scripture, wherewith they may pꝛaiſe and 
honour God, and alſo. therewith. dzaw out of 
this wogld finners, TDheretoze laith the Pſal- 
miff thits, Praiſe the Lord upon the Harp, 
ting to the Lord with a Pſalm of Thankſgiv- 
ing, Pſal. 9$.,6. But now a-days the Pꝛeacher 
map ſay,. Alas, foz when J peach and teach 
the Moly Scripture, the Devil cometh and 
whiſtleth ſo ſweetly, that the ſinners dꝛaw to 
him, and will not fear the wozd of God: but 
they turn themſelves only to the delight ok 
ſin, The Devil deceiveth mankind by divers 

ways. | | 
Firſt, in the time of Pzeaching he maketh 
ſome to flgp, and them that he cannot make 
to fliep he cauleth them to talk and clatter 2 
and them that he cannot make to clatter , he 


maketh them lo dull that they cannot wo 
| and 
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ſtand what the Pzeacher ſaith: and them that 


he cannot beguile by theſe means, he putteth 


into them buſineſs, and cauſeth them to go out of 
the Church. Behold how many ways the De- 


vil hath to deceive mankind, and to hinder the . 


Wozd of God. Therekoze every Pꝛelate, and 


every Pꝛeacher ought to have the Golden Mok 


of Gods Wodd againſt this whiſtling. by which 

they may dzaw ſinners out of this Wozld up 

to Heaven. Unto the which bzing us our Lozd 
Jelus Chit. Amen. | 


| The Argument. 

Mans Soul the Daughter of our Saviour, is right dear un- 
to him, and chough he be careful for the confirming of 
her in the ſtate of ſincere life, yer ſhe ſeduced by the 
ſuggeſtion of the Fleſh, which being a grievous tranſ- 
greſſor, is yer by earneſt repentance, and amendment 
of life, brought by the Soul unto duriful obedience to- 
wards God and man, that henceforwards. continuing 
they together, may be partakers of everlaſting bleſſed- 


neſs, 
The Eighteenth Hiſtory. 


Yere dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz named Pcolemeus, which had 


but one Child a Daughter, whom he loved 


ſo much, that day and night ſhe was guarded 
with armed knights: and over theſe Knights 
he ozdained a Controller, to inſtruc. them 
how they Gould do. Me oained alſo a 


Ste ward foz to guide his houchold. And when 


all this was done, on a night as he lay * 
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bed, he reſolved that he would go viſit the Holy 


Lahd. And when all "things were ready foz 
his journey accoꝛding to his defire , hecalled 
unto him his Steward, and ſaid, Pp truſtp 
Servant, J purpoſe now to go ſ& the Poly 
Land, and therefoze J commit my Daughter 
to thy keping,- and charge ther that ſhe lack 
nothing, but that ſhe have all manner of jop 
that appertaineth to ſuch a Uirgin. Pozeo⸗ 


ver J leave to thy keping five Knights, that 


be her Guard, and J charge thee that they lack 
nothing that is fitting foz them. Allo A 
leave with the my Gzep⸗ hound, commanding 
that thou nouriſh and feed him as hitherto 
he hath been: and if thou fulfil all this that 
I have ſaid, thou ſhalt at mp coming again 
receive a great reward. Then ſaid the Ste⸗ 
ward, Pp Lo2d, in all that J may J will fulfil 
pour command. Anon the Emperoz twk his 
journey toward the City of ſeruſalem, and the 
Ste ward a long time kept well che Tmpers2s 
command, and the charge given him. 

But at the laſt it befel upon a dap, that 
this Steward had. eſpyed this poung Lady 
walking alone in the Ozchard, with whole 
love he was ſuddenly ſurpzized 3 wherefoze 
ſtraightwap., againſt her will be delloured 
her; and when he had committed ſin with her, 
he gave her ill Language, and hated her moze 
than ever he loved her befoze, and dꝛave her 


Our 


The Hiſtory of 
ont of the Palace: wherefoze the Wamſel by 
this means being -daven to neceſſity and 
great poverty went from de2 to dz, and 
begged her bzead, But when the Knights 
that were her kepers ſaw this, they rep2oved 
ſhametully the Steward of this inhumane 
deed. Then the Steward waxed wzath, and 
foz great hate that he had in his heart, he 


ſpoiled the Knights of their gods, and dzove - 


them from the Palace. And when they were 
thus robbed and exiled, ſcme foz lack of liv⸗ 
ing became Thieves, and ſome MPen-killers, 
ſo that th2ough this inconveniency they wꝛought 
great harm. 

Not long after there came tidings that the 
Emperoz was arrived in that Land, coming 
homeward ': And when the Steward heard 
this, he was greatly troubled and moved in 
himſelf, and ſaid, It cannot be but J ſhall 
be accuſed foz my treſpaſs that J have com- 
mitted againſt the Emperozs commandment, 
and he hath ever been my god merciful Lozd; 
therefoze-better it were, that J go and met 
him with all lowlineſs and humility, and ac- 
cuſe mp (elf unto him, and ask him Mercy, 
than that any other ſhould p2evenc me, and 
accuſe me to my Lo2d fo2 Treaſon, Then the 
Tteward ſtraight put off his cloaths, . fave his 
holen and his ſhirt, and twk thꝛer Ropes with 
yuu in his right hand, and bare-fot went, and 

moet 
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met the Emperoz. Now when the Emperoz 
had eſpied him coming afar off in ſuch man- 
ner he wondzed greatly. And when the 
Ste ward was came fo near that he might ſpeak 
to the Emperoz , he fell down on his knees 
and ſaluted him reverently : Then ſaid the 
Emperoz, what is befallen the , that thou 
meteſt me after ſuch a ſozt? fo2 in that thou 


| are my Steward, thou ſhouldeſt have mec 


me with a great company of noble Knights $ 
D my Lo2d, quoth he, there is a heavy 
chance bekallen me, fo; which it beheves me 
to meet your Highneſs thus. Then ſaid rhe 
Empero2 what chance is befallen the + Py 
Reverend Lo2d, quoth he, it behoves you firſt 
to ask me, why J bing with me theſe thz& 
Ropes. Then ſaid the Cmperoz why beareft 
thou theſe th2e Ropes in thy hand? Then 
anſwered the Steward, and laid, This firft 
Rope J bzing wich me to bind my hands 
and feet ſo hard, till the blood burſt out on 
either five, fo2 that J have well deſerved : 
the ſecond Rope J bzing with me, to dzaw 
me at the ozle tail upon the pavemenc, till 
mp bones be bare wichout £:1h, foz char it is 
but due to me fo2 the great ircaton 3 have 
done againſt you, The third Nope J have 
bought is to hang me with, upon an high 
Callows, ſo long that the Birds light on 
my heav, and upon my body feed themſelves | 
| on 
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on my fleſh, foz theſe things are due to luch 
Treſpaſlers and bzeakersof the Law as J am, 
Pet oh my Reverend Lo2d have mercy on 
me, foz J dare not acknowledge my treſpaſs, 
until J have obtained ponr pardon. Then 
ſaid the Empero2, J ſ& in«ch ; great contri- 
tion, therefoꝛe tell me thy treſpkſs, and ſurely 
thou ſhalt find Percy and Gzack. Alas, alas, 
then ſaid the Steward, J have defiled thine 
only Daughter, and have dꝛiven her out of 
the Palace, ſo that now in great neceſſity 
the beggeth from doz to doz, J have allo 
Ddeſpoiled thy Knights of all their goods, and 
now {ome of them in regard they lack living, 
become Thieves and Robbers, and ſome Pen- g 
killers, and che Controuler of the Knights JF 
I have flain, but J fed thy Gzey-hound with b 
the beſt meat as long as J might and tyed 0 
him with a chain, yet at the laſt he bzake his th 
chain, and went his wap, lo that now he run- 
neth about the Country. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he was 
ſoze aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, Maſt thou 'deflon- -. 
red my Daughter whom J loved ſo well, and [2 
alſo delpoiled my Knights , and ſlain their the 
Countrouler 3 and the Gzep⸗ hound, which 3 10 
loved ſo well, of whom J gave the charge, . 
ts he gone alſo « Surely, were it not that J 
had fo2gtven rhe, and that that thou haſt hum- 


bled thy ſelf ſo much, J would have put ther ” 
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the vileſt death that could ben 
withſtanding, depart hence fozeh 
bzing again my Daughter, "be pi 
marry her, and ik auy harm het 10 1 þ Ty 
to her, thzough thy default then will J ane 

thy punichment. Alſo bzing again my Bnights 
and reſtoze to them their goods, and let them 


in their ate, and offices, as they were beloꝛe. 


Allo ſ&k diligently foz my Gzephound, till 
thou find him. and make him faft, ſo that here⸗ 
after in thee there be no . fault found. Now 
when the Steward heard this he bowed down 
wich moſt humble ſubmiſſton , and thanke 1 
the Empero2 fo? his great mercy; and they he 
went fozch, and ſought diligently a all 
erozs Waugh⸗ 
ter and the Knights, and the S1ep-hound, and 
bzought them home again. And after he had 
married the young Lady, and reſtoꝛed again 
the Knights gods, he ended his lile in Fete. 


The Moral. 


Dear Friend this Emperoz betokengrs gur 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt. His Wanger betokeneth 
the ſoul of man, made after the ſimilitude of 
our Lozd God. The five Knights are the five 


\[ Wits armed with the vertue of Baptiſm, faz che 


peſervation of the Soul. The Controulex of : 
the Knights is reaſon , which ought to rule 
the Wits. The <p is the fcſþ of man: 

and 
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and the Steward i is every man, to whom God 
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tloaths betime, that is, our ſinful life, and 
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bath given a like and ſoul to kep, under pain 
of loſing evettaſting life. But waetched and 
wicked man; not remembzing what is to 


WW come, full often cozrupteth and polluteth his 
Soul with fin, and repelleth her from her 


Palace of Yeaven, and then wandzeth ſhe from 


dez to doz, that is, from ſin to ſin. Pe 


| 
| 
deſpoileth theſe five. Knights of their gods, Þ i 
that is, the five Wits , oz rather gracions ! 
vertues, taking away the natural light from ! 
their eyes, giving them bad Counſel, allo o 
moving their ears to liſten unto ander and e 
backbiting, and ſo fozth of all che other Wits; || ti 
thus ſome be made Thieves, and ſome Men: | b 
killers. The Paſter of theſe five Wits is flain, Þ et 


. . whenſoever man is ruled by Mill, and not by ax 


Reaſon. The Gzephound, that is, the Fleh, || w 
wherein a man delighteth, was fed and boundÞ th 
with a Chain ok reaſon, but bzeaking out, full] R 
oft doth much harm. tet 

The coming again ok this Emperoz from le 
the Moly Land, betokens the coming of our L 
Low Jeſus Chꝛiſt at the dap of doom to judge] per 


Hall mankind, Wherefo:e let us as the Sten, 


ard did, accuſe our ſelves of our ſins firſt, lei 

the Devil and the world accuſe us, then it is wht! 

late to ask Mercy: therefoze put we off outFagz 

fo t 

take we ther Ropes in our hands. The firled 
55 | Rop( 
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Rope that ſhould bind our hands and fekt, be- 


tokeneth the Rope ok true repentance, which 

ot only ought to bind our hands and feet, 
but alſo our heart within us, and our outward 
converſation, in ſuch auſterity of life, that 
Mereto accoꝛzd⸗ 


is, that ſin might void it ſelf, 
eth Ezekiel faying thus, Whenfoever the 
ſinful. man doth repent himſelf, he (hall be 


forgiven. The ſecond Rope foꝛ to dzaw the 


Treſpaſſer , is acknowledging of our Sins, 
which would dzaw us from the beginning of 
dur life, unto our lives end, by a perfect re⸗ 
conciltation of our ſelves to God and Man, un⸗ 


to the time, that the fleſh was fallen to the 
bones, that is, till the luſt of fleſh be turn⸗ 


ed away by the Stones of repentance; -Foz even 
as the ſfone by nature is hard, right ſs the 


wap of repentance. ought to be hard. The 


third Rope that should hang the Fellon, is the 
Rope of amendment of life: Foz it is waits 
ten in Moly Scripture, There is more joy in 
Heaven over one ſinner that returgęth unto the 
Lord in time, than over ninety and nine juſt 
perſons. © | iP GN ev. 

Like as the Steward b2ought: again the 


. 


Emperozs Daughter, fo it behoveth us ta 

lek about by a fruitful Faich until we find 

again our loſt Soul, and to bzing her again 

„ anlito the Church, to rule well our five Wits, to 

Je firlfifed our Gzey hound ” ſhould, and 
2 


make 
Our 
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dur life fo clean and pure, has we fall, not 
again to ſin', fo2 fear that it foztune tc us 
wozſe, and that we have no leiſure, to ask 
mercy again at gur needs; and if we fulfil 
all this trulp unto gur lives end, wit hout 


= Gy, ey am om 


which: our Lozd bzing us all. Amen. 
The Argument. 

The violating our innocency in not imiratifig he 7 
of God, here deſcribed, which being adjartged after 
the Law is death, but by the merits of uri Eur, . ol 
viour; ve obtain Salvation. 8 k 

The Ninecenth Hliſtory. 3 4; * C 
N- Roche dwelt lomekime a mighty En- ca 
perd? and a wiſe, named Enſenne, who d= fe. 

dainedn Lüw, that whoſoever raviched a Wir 10 

gin, ſhould be at her dilcretion, whether ſhe would pi 

Jul bim to death, oz __ take bim 10 br I 
usband. | 
It befel -after that x: man raviſhed-- en : 

night two fair Paidens : the firſt — 

which he raviſhed, de ſtten that he 'Urowfly; dye, 5 
but the krtond deſired him to her Mus bann ed; 

The ivicher was taken and led befoze the 2 

Judge, that he might ſatisfie both theſe Sam⸗ in 

fels accodding to thetquity of the caule. The — 

firſt Damſel deſired his death, accozung ta the 

Aaw, then ſaid the ſecond J deſire to have hin 

to my Mus band: and like as thou haftthe;Lov 4 

fo2 thee, Ia in like caſe Jchave foz me, and al | 

fo my petition is much better than _ no 
( ul 
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fo? it is mo2e charitable 2 therefore methinks | 

as in mp reafon that the Judge Gouly, give ſong _ } 

ulbil f cence tolthe favour and furtherance. of my des. 

hout Þ fire. Mhen the Judge heard the mercy. of $8 bf 

the ſecond Damlel, he gave judgment char he 
ould take. her to Wife; and ſoit was done. 

: The Moral. | 

aer] Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokenerh 

r &. our L020 Jefus Chiſt, the Naviſher boto⸗ 

Ikeneth every ſinner, which ravicheth the Moly 


"Ei 


;* ' Commandments of God by ſin, fo2 the Devil 
Em⸗ can never overcome man, except he be ſuf- 
0 0 Ffered by che will: Foz St, Auguſtine- ſaith, 
Wt It is not fin except it be voluntary. The Na⸗ 
poulJviher allo is called befoze the Juſfice , when 
d Vf! Jrhe Soul is departed from the Body: and 
anon, the firſt Damſel (Innocency) laid az 
ont aint the ſinner, that he ought to dye ever- 
laffingly by the law of Righteouſneſs: But 
the other Paid (that is, Chriſts Merics) alledg⸗ 
= ed foz him, how the mercy of God ought to help 
by hearty Repentance,' and acknowledging ok 
lins, which is the high way to everlaſting life, 
T Unto the which God bzing us all. Amen. 


The Argument, 


-Lowſſſi® Morher and the Child of Grace, and of the Repr 
bate is here declared, and ſer forth: but which of 

nd a ſhall be ſaved, and which of them ſhall be dend! is 
FDOUY not yer revealed to the World, until the laſt and dread- 


{0 ul day of 
ay o judgments F 3 The 


bein 
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The 20. Hiſtory. 15 

——— there reign'd in Rome a migh- 
O ty Emperoꝛ, and a rich, named Lypodus 
which tok to Wife a fair Uirgin and gentle, 
the Daughter of the King of Aſſyria. This 
young Lady conceived and bare him a Son, 
and in the birth ſhe died: not long after her 

deceaſe the Emperoz married another. Mile, 
and had by her a Don; and immediately after 
the ſecond Child was bozn, He ſent them 
both into a ſtrange Country, there to be 
bzaught up. Now when the Childzen had 
ben there long, the Empzels ſaid, Pp Re 
verend Lo2d, ten years be now fully expired 
ſince J bare my Son, and pet J never ſaw 
him but once, and that was the firſt day of his 
birth, therefoze J beſ&ch you my Lozd, to 
ſend, foz him, to the end, that J map once 
rejoyce me in his ſight. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
pero2 J have another child by my firſt wike, and 
if J ſend foz thy Son, then muſt J ſend foz them 
both : notwithſtanding at the Empzels requel 
he ſent koz them both. And when thep were 
come, they were of paſſing feature; and well 
trained up, and ſo paſſing like in all things, 
that hardly the one might be known from the 
pther, but the Father knew the difference. 
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Then (aid the Pother of the ſecond: Child, | 


my Lozd, J pꝛay pou tell me which of thele is 


my. Son, Then the Emperoz called to 1 


and reſt. 


lite, and thoſe that be not choſen, 


POE IO % — 


SGeſta Romanorum. 


that Son that he begat on his firſt Mike. 


' When the Empzels heard this, ſhe gave all 


care to nourtſh him, and neglected the other 
Child. Now when the Empero2 law. this, 
he laid, truly J deceived the, without doubt 
this is not thy Don, but one of them two is 
thy Son. Then ſaid the Pother, Py Low, 
J moſt earneſtip entreat you, that pou would 
tell me without dillembling, which of them is 
my Bon. The Emperoz anſwered and ſaid, cer- 
fainly, J will not tell you, until they be both 
come to mans eſtate, and this is my reaſon 2 
Firſt, J told pou that this was pour Don, and 
you cheriſhed him, and foꝛſok that other: and 
when J told pou that this was pour Son, then 
you flightly regarded the firſt, and cheriſhed 
the ſecond, therefoze my deſire is, that thou: 
cheriſh them both alike, that J may have 
like joy of them. When the Empꝛels heard this 
ſhe cheriſhed them both alike. And when they 
were both at age, the Emperoz made a great 
Feaſt, and befoze all his Nobles he told his 
wife openly which was her Don. Then re⸗ 
joyced the Empzeſs greatly, and when ſhe had 
lived a god time, ſhe ended her life in peace 


The Moral. FL 
Dear friends, this Emperozs Son be- 
tokeneth thoſe that be choſen to everlaſting 
The 
B 4 Pother 
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Mother of them is the pzovidence of God that 


nouriſheth them both : therefoze our Low 
will not that his Pꝛovidence ſhould let the 
would know which be-choſen, and which be not 
choſen : Foz ik ſhe, knew that, then would 
fie love the one and hate the other, and lo 
Charity among us would be overthꝛown, and 


we ſhould live in diſcozd and ſtrife: but þ 


Truth at the dap of Judgment ſhall tell to 
us, which of them ſhall be ſaved, and which 


of them ſhall be damned. @herefoze pꝛay we 


in this wozld, that we may come to the ever- 

laſting Feaſt in Heaven. Unto the which God 

bzing us all, Amen, | 
The Argument. 


The ungodly of this World will not take any pains to live 


vertuouſſy, and yet oftentimes they are enriched for 

the moſt part with the riches of Fortune, but they are 
not careful of the reward laid up for the Righteous in 
Heaven, neither do they fear the torments of Hell ap- 
pointed for the Reprobates. 


The 21. Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 
Gmperoz, named Polinus, which had thig 


Dons wham he loved much. Jt befel upon 


a dap, when this Emperoꝛ lay upon his bed, he 
bethought him to which of his Sons he might 
give his Empire after his. deceaſe. Then 


called he to him his this Dons, and ſaid, 


which of vou is molt flothful, he ſhall have 
: * mine 


Pb IJ 
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mine Empire after my deceale, The firſt 
Son anſwered and laid, the Empire by 
reaſon ſhould be mine, fo2 J am fo: flochful 
that if my fot were in the fire, J had rather 
it hould be burnt than J would take it out. 
Then ſaid the ſecond Jam (quoth he) moze 
fic foz the Empire than thou, foz though there 


were a Co2d about my Neck wherewith A 


ſhould be hanged, and if J had a ſharp Swoꝛd 
in my hand, foz very floth J would not once 
put fozthmp hand to cut the Coꝛd toſave mp 
life. And when theſe two B2eth2en had thus 
ſaid, then the third ſpake foz himſelf thus, I 
ought to be Emperoz befoze you: both, foz A 
exceed pou in ſloth, and J will p2ove it thus: J 
lie upright in mp bed, aud there d2oppeth water 
upon my eyes, and fo2 very flith 4 will not 
move mp head, neither to the right ſive of the 
bed, noz to the left, to ſave my ſelf, When 
the Emperoz heard this he bequeathed his Em⸗ 
pire unto the youngeſt, as to the flothfulleſi ot 
the Bzethien, 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokencth 
the Devil , which is the Lozd and Father 


over the ungodly in this Wozld. By the firſt 
Don is underſtod, a man that chanceth into 
evil company, by which he fallech into milde⸗ 

Meanour, and had rather be burnt in the 
hre of ſin then depart from them. 


Whe 
lecond 
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ſecond Don betokenech him that knows him- 
ſelf to be faſf bound with the bond of fin, 
wherewich he's to be hang'd on the Gallows 
of Yell, and is ſo ſlochtul, that he will not 
cut it awap with the Sword of Repentance, - 
By the third Son is underſtod a man that 
hears of the joys of Heaven, and the pains of 
Mell, pet will not move himſelf. to the right 
no2 to the left five to fozſake his ſins, fo2 fear 
of eternal pain: ſuch a man without doubt, 
foz his floth ſhall receive the Kingdom af 
Well; From which keep us our 1028 Jeſus, 
Amen. 


9 


The Argument. 

Mans Soul is a Captain General, with his Forces of Ar- 
med Vertues, fight againſt a ſtrong City, the World, 
wherein is the Caſtle of Vanity, and in that are poy- 

ſoned Forces of fin, as mortal enemies of mankind, 
againſt whom well to fight, is the means to obtain the 
Victory and triumph everlaſtingly. 
The 22. Hiſtory. 
Lexander the mighty Emperoꝛ ſome- 
time ruled, who beüc ged a City of the 

King of Egypt with a great Hoſt; neverthe- 

leſs thig Empero2 loſt manp wozthy Knights 

without any hurt oz ſtreak. And thus from 
day to day his people died ſuddenly, whereat 
this Alexander wondzed greatly, and was 
ſozowful- therefoze in his mind, he call'd un- 
to him his wiſeſt Philoſophers that might 
be found, and demanded of them why his people. 
dyed 
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dyed thus fuddenly. without any wounds.2 the 
Philoſophers anſwered and laid, Pp LXozd, 
it is no wonder, fo2 upon the Walls of that Ca- 


ſtle within the City is a Cockatrice , thzough 


whoſe ſight pour men dye, fo2 they are infects 
ed with a venome that cometh from her epes, 
and thereupon they dye, 

Then this Alexander asked if there were 
any remedy againſt the Cockatrice, The 
Philoſophers anſwered, and ſaid, Py Lozd, 
there is god remedy, koz if it pleaſe you to 
ſet up a large* Pirrour of clear Glaſs over 
againſt the Cockatrice, between your Yoſt and 


the wall of che City, when the Cockatrice be- 


holdeth her ſelf in the Mirrour the deadly 
nature of the venomous fight ſhall return as 


gain to her ſelf, and thus ſhe ſhall die, and your 


men thereby all be ſaved, Then the Empe- 
roz did as the Philoſophers counſelled him, 
and ſet up fozthwith a large Pirrour ok  ex- 
cellent clear. glaſs, and thus was the Cocke 
atrice flain, and the Emperoz with his Molt 
made an aſlault on the City, and obtained the 
meg. 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends „this Empero2 may be tal⸗ 
led every Chꝛiſtian man, which ought to ga⸗ 
ther an Yoſt of Uertue, foz without Uertue 
no man -can fight Spiritually. - The City 
WY which ye ſhall fight , is the - Wold, 

wherein 
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The Hiſtory of 
wherein there is an high Caſkle, that is, Ua- 
nicyaof Uanities, and all is but Vanity. In 


this Vanity ſtandech the Cockatrice, that 


is; pꝛide of life; deſtre of the eyes, the luſt 
of the fleſh, wherefoze this pꝛide infectech ſo 


many , that they dye in ſin, everlaſtingly: 


wherefoꝛe the beſt remedy againſt this pꝛide is 
the confideration ok gur uncleanneſs, how we 
came naked into the Wozid, And. if it be asked 
why a man is pꝛoud, it map be anſwered thus, 


fo2 default of cloathing himſelf wich vertues: 


what ſhall we do when we dfe thus ghoſtly, 
but let up a pure mirrour of Conſcience, that by 
that Conſcience, we may conſider cur flidings, 
and our b2ictlencſs,'as in a Glafs where we may 
ſee our default: And if we do thus without doubt 
the Cockatrice, chat is, p2ide ot like, deſire of 
the eyes, and luſt of the fleſh, Gatl be uticrly 
deſtroped, and we ſhall obtain the vickozy of this 
wozldly Citp, and by Chziſts merits win ever- 
lating life, Unto the which he bzing us all, 
Amen. * . 
The Argument. 


The Soul of man being converſant in the Body with the 
Fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh by finiſter means to overthrow the 
Soul with her unclean luſts afrer the World, where 
though the Soul for a time ſuffereth Shipwrack of 
Worldly Felicity, yet the Lion of the Tribe of Jude 
is of power not only to comfort her in neceſſity, and 
to make her to repoſſeſs her former eſtate in the world 


to come. 
. The 


F 


Geſta Romanorum. 
The 2 3. Hiſtory. 

Mighty Emperoz-ſometime ruled the Ro. 
mans, named Archelaus, who in his old 
age eſpouſed a fair Lady, whom a young night 
loved, and had to do with her as oft as he 
lit. ; It befel on a night, that this Emperoz 
bethought him in his Bed, to viſit the City of 
Jeruſalem; where without any moze delay he 
oztained all things neceſſary koz his journep, 
and taking his leave of the Empꝛels, and of 
the States of the Empire, went towards the 
ſaid City. v. 

; When the Empzeſs heard . this . ſhe toon 
the Paſter of the Ship aſite, and ſaid, ik 
thou wilt conſent to me, and be true, ask 
of me what thou wilt, and thou (halt be 
fure to have it. The Paſter of the Ship. was 
coxrupt with Covetouſnels , and laid: Danp 
dear Lady, whatſoever, thou command me, J 
will without fail fulfil it, ſs that thou wilt re- 
ward me fo2, my labour. Then laid the Em⸗ 
p2eſs, befo2e:thou doſt ought foz me, J. will 
give thee whatever thou deſireft, -ſo. that thou 
wilt [wear to be true to me, and kep my coun⸗ 
ſel. Then the Maſter gf the hip lware ts be 
true to her. 

Then laid the Empꝛels, .Þp Aon ge erh 


* 


with you in pour Ship, therefoze when tek is in 


the midſt ok the Dea, caſt him overboarr, that 
he may be dzowned, and thou ſfalt have one 
thou 
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The Hiſtory of - | 
thou wilt foz thy reward. Then the Maſter 


ok the Ship woe a great Dath , and ſad, 


By the great God Jupiter, after he cometh 


once within my Ship, you fall never ſ& him 


moe, Then the Lady gave him as much 
Ship, as he would have, and he went to his 

| Ab within 'Hozt time after the Emperoz 
£ok Hipping, and when it was in the midſt of 


the Dea, the Paſter of the Ship cok the @m-. 


Pero2 and thzew him- overboard into the Sea, 
When the Maſter returned again, he told the 
Empieſs how he caſt the Emperoz into the Ben, 
Aber the was right glad. 
his Emperoz that was caſt into the Sea, 
52 earned in his youth to lwim, and ſwam 
de än Illand in the Sea, and when he was laint, 
and Icke to be d2owned, he pꝛaped to God to 
be his help. At length he came into a 
little Iſland, wherein was nothing but Lyons 
and Leopards, and ſuch other beaſts as [want 
thither from other Lands. When the Em⸗ 
5 had got to Kand in that Ille, he eſpied a 
Lion fighting with an old Leopard, 


and“ work, Lion was to weak, and was almoſt 


overcome. Now the Emperoz had great 
compaſſion on the Lion, and dzew'ont his ſwozd 
and fozthwith-flewthe Leopard. The Lion 
from that time fozth followed the Emperoz, 


and would not leave him koz anp thing, but 


every 


S an £tcam i.c...9o ____. 


fraught. - 


as) ts, he 3 * * EINE _ 


Geſta Romanorum. 


every day the pꝛey that the Lyon took, he 


brought and laid at the Emperozs feet, and the 
Empero2 ſmote fire with a flint ſtone, andb2oil- 
ed the Body of the beaſts in the skin: and thus 
was he fed by a long ſeaſon. At length, as 
he walked by the Sea⸗ſhoze, he ſaw a gudlp 
Ship come ſailing by, with a High. voice he 
cryed, And when the Ship-men heard the 
voice, they wondzed what it might be, where- 
foze they ſailed toward him: and when they 
were come near him, he ſaid, God friends, 
take me with pou, and J ſhall pay pou à god 
So they tok him into their Ship, 
and the Lion followed him, ſwimming in the 
Dea after the Ship: and when the Lion was 
ner dzowned, the Ship⸗men had pity on 
him, and tok him into the Ship! Now 
when the Emperoz came to Land che payed 
his fraught, and went fozth with che Lion 
till he came near his own Palace, where he 
heard Trumpets, and all other Mulick, and 
as he marvel'd what it might be, there came 
from the Palace a Squire toward him, that he 
knew, but the Squire knew not him: To 
whom the Emperoꝛ ſaid thus; Good friend, 
J pzay thee tell me what is the:caule of this 
Pelodp The Squire anſwerev and ſaid, 
the Empꝛels is married this dap and all the 
States of the Empire are at the Feaff, and 
therekoze they make ſuch Melody. Then 
— | laid 
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aid. the ee to he ke „ | where is 
The Squire ſaid, that he went to the Poly 


ried, and ſlem him, and when he had ſo 
vouren Her. tu the bones, befoze all che Kozds te 


uſed Adultery long time with this Knight 
that lpeth dead, and ſhe pzactiſeth my death 
with the Paſter of the Ship , and thereupon 
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her Wusband that was the Emperoz befoze: 


Itand, and was dzowned by the wap. Then 
the Emperoz ſaid, Sir, J p2ay you tell the 
Empzefs-and the Lowd that ſhall be her hus⸗ 
band, that (J to pleaſe them) will ſhew their 
Majeſties rare ſpozt with my Lion. The 
Dquire granted to do his errand, and went 
in and told his Lozd and Lady, that a godly 
old man was at the Gate, that would ſhew 
them ſpozt with his Lion. Then ſaid che 
nem married Lady,, bing him in, he per- 
chance may deſerde meat foz's. play, When 
the Emperoz with bis Lian was b2ought | * 
in, the Lion {without any ſetting on, ran f 
upon, the poung Knight that was newly mar- 


an Sd OQa mc .... 


done, heran upon the Empzeſs alſo, and de- 
of the Empire; And when the Noblcs ſaw 


this, they were greatly agaſt, and began to þ/ 
fler. But the Emperoz with his fair (pech 1 
perl waded them, and laid, Lo, this is the 


Uengeance of God, koz this my Wife ,-: hath ry 


he thzew me into the Sea, but God ſaved: me 


Lton 


2 


Geſta Romanorum. 


Lion at a ned, he never foxſok me ſince, and 
now as pe all ſe, when J came into the Pas 
lace, without pꝛovoking of me he hath flain 
both the Adulterers; and therefoze underſtand 


ve fo2 truth, that Jam pour Emperoz, Now 


when they heard this, they loked moze ſerioufly 
upon him, and diſcerned him to be their Ems. 
peroz, and greatly rejopcing, p2aiſed God foz 
that miracle, which had ſaved their Lozd and 
Emperoz. And they lived together a long time 


in Peace. 

The Moral. | 

Dear Friends, by this Emperoz we map 

underſtand every Chꝛiſtian man that 5 
ſeth to vilit the City of Jeruſalem, that ts, 
get everlaſting life, though Faith. But "bis 
Wife, that is, the wꝛetched fleſh, murmureth 
againſt the Soul, and loveth better an adulte⸗ 
rer, that is, deadly ſin, than her Pusband, 


This Emperoz went into a Ship, taking his 


journey towards the City of Jeruſalem, that 
is, he went to the Church of God, which 8 
the wan to God: but the Wife, that is, fleſhip 
men, accuſed him to the Paſter of the Ship, 
that is, to the Pꝛelates of the Church, foz 
great reward which oktentimes do blind che 
light of mauy Juſtices, whereby many perfect 
men be caſt out of the Ship into the Sea, to be 
downed, that is, out of the Church into the 
dea of this wozld, But 3 fall we do then 
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The Hiſtory of © 
at this, thus to be troubled in this Wold, 


certainly, this ought He to do: let him learn 


to ſwim, that is, let him put all his hope in 


God, and by his Gzace he ſhall come to an 


Zſland, that is, the Religion of heart, and then 
he ſhall love ever the better to keep himſelf out 
of this Wozld, and therefoze St. James faith, 


A pure Religion and undefiled before God, e- 


ven the Father is this, &c. And he that is in 
this Religion ſhall find a Lion, whom he be⸗ 
hoveth to have againſt the Devil. This Lion 
is cur Lozd Iclus Chziſt that came of the 
Tribe of Juda, whs fighted ever againſt the 
Devil; and if a man hath help, this Lion, that 


1s, hath ſerved Ged againſt his enemies at a- 


ny time, he map truſt well, that he will not for 
ſake him at his need, accoꝛding to the Plalmiſt, 
ſaying, I am with him in trouble. Ty this 
Lion thou muſt tame thy wile, that is, thy fleſh, 
with Kepentancc; and flap thy fin, and then 
without doubt thou ſhalt obtain che Empire cf 


Meaven. Unto the which bing us all our Lon 


Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 


The Soul of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in Baptiſm, yet dy- 
eth by means of fin, leaving behind her Som called Rea - 
fon, or rather the Word of G':d, which ſearcheth the 
diſeaſe of man, her ſinful Father; and being ſent for t 


cure che Malady of his ſtep- mothers will, he refuſeth to 


adminiſter ghoſtly . unto her. 


The 
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The 24. Hiſtory. 

Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 

Emperoz, named Gregory, who married 
a vertuous and beautiful Lady to his Wife, 
This young Lady in due p2oceſs of time, con- 
ceived and bare a Son, a fair and an amiable 
Child, When this Child was ten daps old, 
his Mother the Empꝛels dyed : not long af- 
ter the Emperoz married another Mike: 
The ſecond Wife could not afſect oz love by 
any means the Emperozs Son, but did him 
all the ſhame and rep2oach that ſhe might. 
When the Emperoz perceived this, willing 
to pleaſe his Wife, he exiled his Don cut of 
his Empire, And when the Son was exiled, 
he went and ſtudied Phyſick, ſo that within a 
ſhozt time he was a skilful and cunning Phyſf- 
tian. It befel not long after, that the Empe⸗ 
roz his Father fickned, and was almoſt at 
deaths donz; wherefoze, when he heard that his 
Son was lo god a Phyſician, he ſent foz him 


by Letters, pꝛaping him that he would come. 


to him without delay. Now the Son willing 
to obey his Fathers commandment , in all 
haſte came to him, and when he had felt his 
Pulſes, he diſcerned the ſickneſs, and mini- 
fired Phyſick to him, whereby be ſhoztly reco⸗ 
vered. | 
Not long after, the Empzels his Steps 
mother began to fall ſick, and many Phyſicts 
G 2 ans 


The Hiſtory of 
ans ſaid ſhe would dye, And when the Empe- 
ro2 heard this, he ſent to his Son to help her 
of her ſickneſs. Then ſaid his Son, certain- 
ty Father, J will lap no hand on her. Then 
the Emperoz began to wax wꝛoth, and ſaid, 
If thou wilt not obey my Commandment, 
thou ſhalt hencefozth depart mp Empire. Mis 
Son anſwered and ſaid, Ik thou do ſo (dear 
Father) you do unrightly, koz well pou know 
that you exiled me ok pour Empire th:ough 
her ſuggeſtion, and my abſence was the cauſe 
of your ſickneſs, now ny pꝛelence is cauſe of 
her ſickneſs, and thercfoze J will not meddle || | 
with her, no2 uſe any Phyſickunto her, fo2 of- } | 
tentimes Phyſicians are deceived in their 
Patients; therefoze J dare lay no hand on her, ( 
{02 if it ſhould foztune her to dye, men would || 1 
judge that my Phyſick were the cauſe thereof, 
Then laid the Empero? , Ge hath the ve- || 1 
rp ſame ſickneſs that 3 had. Vis Sen an⸗ | x 
{werev and laid, chough fe have the ſame || a 
ſicknels, neverthelcſs pou are not both of one f 
conſtitution : fo2 whatſocver I did to pou, || f 
pou were therewith content, and when you || bh 
faw me come within the Palace, you re jopced b 
at my coming, and was greatly pi [caſed with || a 
the ſight of me that you begat: Fut when 0 
this my ſtep-mother ſaw me, ſhe was angry, h 
and twk ſcozu at her heart, and therefoze if J t. 
—_ peak to her, her ſozzow would much a 
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Geſta Romanorum. - 
moꝛe encreaſe, andif J ſhould offer to touch her 


ſhe would be in rage. Allo a Phyſician pꝛofit⸗ 
eth little except the Patient take pleaſure in him. 


' Now none can cure her of envy, And when he 


had ſpoken his mind, he tok his leave and de- 
parted thence. * 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
every Chziſtian man, which is married to 
Chziſt in the Baptiſm ok regeneration, fox 
then the Soul is made the ſpouſe of Chaff, on 
whom our Saviour begettetha Son, that is, 
the knowledge of his Mozd and Will, Duc 
when the Child grew up to ſeme ten pears ot 
age, oz ſome encreale of veriue, his Bother 
Chriſtianity died: then vertue departed from 
youth, and afterwards the CThziſtian man his 
Father matcheth himſelf with another Mo⸗ 
man, the ſtep⸗mather of the laid youth; na⸗ 
med ignozant Envy, which in no wife could 
affect the Emperozs Son of knowledge, where- 
foze the cauſed him to. be baniſhed: into a 
range Country, from his Father and her 
both. It happened that the god Chziſtian man, 
being over-ruled by his Wife , falleth ſick, 
and ſendeth koz his Son, that is, knowledge 
of Gods Mozd and Will, to cure him as 
his Phyſician, who dutifully perfozmeth 
the ſame. But his ſtep⸗ mother falling ſick 


at the ſight of the Emperozs Don, though the 


G 3 Chziſtian 


| Ihe Hiſtory of 
Chiiftian man her Pusband labours to him 
to cure her, as a god Phyſician of her Soil ; 
pet the not liking his god endeavour to win 
her from her ignozant envy of the Truth, is 
very hardly healed of her ſickneſs, but often- 
times dyed in her ignozant envy and wilful 
wickedneſs, without any hope of health o2 life 
unto eternal Salvation, ſo that Phyſician comes 
hither tw late. 
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The Argument. 


foſtered in our hearts by faith and good life: which 
is taken from us when we are not thankſul unto him 
for his graces. Wherefore the preachers of Gods Word, 
as good Phyſicians, are ſent unto us, for to admoniſh and 
warn us to perſevere in amendment of life, and conſtant 
hope in Chriſts merits, and ſo to harbour him in our hearts, 
he may thereby beſtow on us the promotion of heavenly 


| 
bliſs, | | 
The 25. Hiſtory. E 

Dmetimes there dwelt in Rome a migh⸗ | 
| 


| 

5 Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God ought to be cheriſhed and 
| | 
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ty Empero2 named Folenus, who tak to 
wife the Wings Daughter of Germany, a 
fair Lady and couricous, which within ſhozt 
time conceived and bare a Son. Then 
the Child was bon, the States of the Em⸗ ( 
pire came to the Emperoꝛ, and every one be- | 
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fouccht the Emperoꝛ, to have the bzinging up 

of his Bon. The Emperoz auſwered,- and ! 

ſaid, to mozrow- ſhall be a Turney, ann 
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Geſta Romanorum. 


| there you ſhall be, and which of von doth beſt, 


and obtaineth the victozy, he ſhall have the 
keeping of my Son: and if he train him up well, 
J ſhall. pzomote him to great dignity and honour, 
and if he do the contrary he ſhall dye the kouleſt 
death that can be thought. 

Then thep laid, Moſf Reverend Lo2d, all 
this plealeth us well. On the mozrow ,. 
when every man was come to the Tourney, 
the States juſted valiantly: but at length 
came a valiant Knight named Jotias, who 
lo couragtouſip bare himlelf chere, that he 
obtained the vicozy 2 and immediatelp akter 
the Tourney was all done, ti;is Joſias tok the 
Child and led him home with him. And be⸗ 
cauſe the Emperozs Son ſhould be received 
with ſtate in his Country, he tent befoze to 
his Caftle, and commanded his Officers that 
they ſhould royally pꝛovide foz him, and that 
the Childs Lodging ſhould be in the midſt of 
the Caſtle, and alſo that the ſeven. Sciences 
ſhould be poztraid about the Childs Bed, 
that when the Child waketh out of his flep , 
ye might lie in his bed and behold the ſame» 
The Knight hav a wholſome Well by the 
Childs bed fide, wherein he uled to bathe 
himſelf, and the Knights wife bear the key of 
the Mell, and there was a Window whereat 
the Dun might comfoztably thine upon him. 
It 2 * a dap, that the Lady left 
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spen the UUindow thꝛough negligence, which 
being done, thither came a Bear, and ſ&ing 
the UUindow open, went to. the UUell and 
bathed him therein, of whoſe bathing the 
UUell ſavoured after, thzough the great heat 
which was at that time in the hunted Wear, 
whereby whoſoever dzank of the water, waxed 
lepꝛous within ſhozt time after. Do it foztuned 
that the Lozd and the Lady with all the Houle⸗ 


hold, by dzinking of the water of that UUell 
became Lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared 
not p2eſently, Pot long after it foztuned 


there came a great Eagle in at the UUindow 
where the Empero2s Son lap, and bare the 
Child awap out of the Cradle. Now when 
the Lozd ok the Caſtle heard this, he wept 
bitterly, and ſaid, alas, alas, woe is me 
wzetched creature, that ever J was bozn, what 


ſhall J do: now J am the Son of Death, 
foꝛ Jam become a loathlome Leper, and ſo is 


my UUife with all my Youſhold, allo the Em⸗ 
pero2s Son is loft and gone. 

"Now while he thus mourned, there came to 
him a Phyſician, and ſaid, Sir, if you will 
do after my counſel, you ſhall not repent vou; 
Fikſt, it behoveth you, pour Mike, and all 
pour Mouſhold to be let blod, and after that to 
be bathed and clean waſhed, and then J will 
apply to pou my medicine: and when pou are 
whole, then * you and pour Mouſhould walk 
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up to the mountains, and ſ&k the Emperoꝛs 
Son, foz the Eagle hath let it fall there in 
ſome place. Then the Lo2d followed the advice 
and counſel thus given them by the Phyſicis 
an, and kozthwith he and all his Mouſhold 
were let blwd, and received the medicine, and 
within a ſhozt time att:r were all whole and 
ſound, When thep were thus healed, he tok 
his Pozſe, accompenied wich thae men, and 
rode fo2th to ſ& the Child, and at laſt he found 
him whole and ſound lying in a valley, wheres 
at he greatly rejopced. And incontinently 
with great joy and-gladneſs he led the Child 
home to the Emperoꝛ his Facher. Now when 
the Emperoz law his Son in god health, he 
was right glad, and pꝛamot ed him to great ho⸗ 
nour. And ſo after chat he had long time lived 
there in noble ſtate, he akter ended his life in 
peace and reſt. | 
The Moral. | 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Father of Peaven, his Son betckeneth 
our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, to nouriſh whom many 
men deſire, at luch time as they received the 
Sacrament of his death and paſſion. Me nou- 
richech him beſt that jufteth with the Devil and 
overcometh: him by godly life. This Knight 
that tok his Child with him, betokeneth a 
good Chziſtian man that evermoze abſtaineth 
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ally to do god to all men. Therekoze do we 
as the Knight did, ſend Pellengers bekoze to 


prepare and make clean the Caſtle of our 
hearts, from all ſpots of ſin, by lively Faith, 
and ſo ſhall this Child Jeſus reſt i in the midſt of 
our hearts. 

The Well betokeneth Mercy which ought 
to be next our Lo2d, foz whoſoever is without 
mercy and truth, map not nouriſh the bleſſed 
Child Jeſus 3 but it happened okt, that the 
Knights Wife, that is, the fleſh of man, bear⸗ 
eth the Kep of Mercy, and oft leaveth that 
Wlell open, and then comes the Bear, that is, 
the Devil, and leaveth his loathſome filth in 
the Mell of Percy, and whoſoever talkethithere- 
of, . ſhall be infected with a Lepzoſie of fn. The 
window, wherein the Sun ſhined is the Gace 


ok the Moly Ghoſt, by whom men are comfozted 
Ghoſtly. Wy this Min dow the Eagle cometh 


in, that is, the flying affections of the wicked 


wozld, carrying away the knowledge of God 


from us; unto the vale of ignozance and ſecurity, 


and thou man halt great cauſe to _wep $ but 


what ſhall we do when the Child is gone, but 
fend fo2 a skilful Phyſician, that is, a diſcreet 
Miniſter of che wozdof God, which ſhall give 
him counſel to let him blod, and all his Houl⸗ 
hold, that is to put gut fin though acknowledgs 
ing thereof, and reconciling himſelf with ear- 


neſt repentance unto his Heavenly Father. 
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Then mult he bathe himſelf with tears of 
cotitrition and compunction of heart, and after 
that take the Pedicine ok amendment of life, 
and ſo live pure and clean from all manner of 
ſin; and when he had done thus, he muſt leap 
on the Palfrey of god perſeverance from evil, 
and ride fozth with the cher men, that is, fal-- 
ling from evil, pzaying to God, and well deſerv- 
ing towards men, and then without doubt he 
ſhall find the Child Jeſus in the valley of Hu⸗ 
mility 3 not on a Hill, that is Pꝛide. And if 
he do this, doubtleſs heſhall have might and 
power to nouriſh that bleſſed Child Jeſus, foz 
whoſe nouriſting the Father of Heaven ſhall 
p2omote him unto everlaſting joy, Unto the 
which joy he bzing us that ſhed his pzecious 
bled foz us. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Chriſt the giver 10 everlaſting Glory hath — 2 
like joy and bliſs in Heaven, as well to the poor as to 
the rich, But the rich oftentimes covering all, loſeth 
the prerogative which the poor in heart enjoy by the 
providence of God: yet as he is a righteous God, he 
ordaineth both for the rich and poor in ſuch fort, thar 
if they will they may together joyfully be ſatisfied with 
the great plenty of his abundant graces. 


I be 26. Hiſtory. 
8929 there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz, named Fulgentius , which go- 
verned his people nobly , and loved them la 
much 
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ſhould have what he asked. 
have bien there lately, and obtained their Pe⸗ 
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much that” he made a Pꝛoclamation thzough- 


but all Nations, That whoſoever would come 


to him, rich oz pw2, at a certain day, ſhould 
have their Petition, whatſoever it were, 
When the mighty men heard this, they were 
glad, and come at the day aſſigned, and every 
man put fozth his Petitions to the Emperoz, 
immediately their Petitions were granted and 
fulfillev, inlomuch that a great part of, the 
Revenues of the Empire was diſtributed a- 
mong them, Then every man was joyful, 


and went home again, and tok poſſeſſion of ſuch 
Lands and Caſtles as the Emperor had given 


them. 

Straight way alter, the pooz men in the 
Emperozs Domintons, gathered them toge⸗ 
ther, and ſaid, a common cry was made, that 
wholoever came to the Emperoꝛzs Palace 


titions : therekoze go we now, and try if we 
map obtain any good of the Emperoz, Now 
this Counſel liked them all, wherekoze they 
went to the Emperozs Palace and there 
they put fozth their Petition accoꝛding to the 
Pꝛoclamation. | 
When the Emperoz had heard them , he 
ſaid to them, Dear Friends, J have heard all 


your Petitions : and it is true that my Pꝛocla⸗ 


mation was, that every man indifterently, 
_ ould 
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Gould come aud have their Petitions, but the 
rich have been here befoze you, to whom 3 
have given all that J had, ſave only the Roy- 
alty of my Lo2dſhip, and ſo have nothing left 
to give you; Whereto the pooz men ſadly re⸗ 

pliedz moſt gracious Sovereign, have compaſ- \ 
ſion on us, andletus not go away empty,fo2 we 
know well it is our own default, that we came 
not rather with thoſe other rich and mighty 
men; but ſith it is lo, we crave pour Gzace, 
that we may obtain ſomewhat by the which 
we may live, Then laid the Emperoz, God 
friends, though J Have given moſt of my 
Lands, Rents, Tenements and Caſtles, to 
the rich men that came befoze you, neverthe- 
leſs, J have kept till in my own hands the 
Dovereignty and Dominion over them, and 
that J do give to you, and lo they ſhall be 
your ſervants, and be obedient to you all. And 
when the pooz men Heard this, thep greats 
ly rejopced thereat, and knelcd down to the 
Empero2 and thankt him, ſaying, Lo, though 
we be come late, yet we be J o2ds over all thoſe 
other. And with this they tak their leave, and 
went home again. But when the rich- and 
mighty men heard that, they were greatly 
moved, and ozdained a common Parliament 
among themſelves, and thus it was ſpoken 
among them: Alas, alas, how may we ſerve 

them that ſometime were but Peaſants, and our 
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they be made Tozds over us. Therefoze go 
we all with one aſſent to the Emperoz, and pꝛay 
him foz redꝛels. When this was ſaid, they 
fozthwith went to the Emperoz, and ſaid to 
him, Reverend Lozd, what map this mean: 
Thole that were our lervants even while, be 


now our Lows: We beſech pour Pighnels 


that it may not be ſo. 

Then ſaid the Emperoz, Py god frieuds, 
J do pou no w2ong, foz my Pꝛoclamation was 
common, the whatſoever you asked of me you 
ſhould have your Petition, and por asked onlyol 


me Lands and Yonours, and all thoſe J have 


granted you to pour own deſires, inſomuch that 


FE Akept nothing fo? my ſelf, and pou were well 


content at your going hence. Now after that 


tame the fimple and pwz men, and asked of me 
-*  fome bon, accozding to mp:-Pzeclamation, aud 


Jhad nothing to give them but only the ſove- 


- raignty aud dominion over you, which J kept in 
my hands: and when the pv2 men cryedlo to 


me, J gave them the authozity over you, yet 3 


te not that pou can blame me therefoze 2 toz 3 


gave pou all the Wealth which J had. Then 
ſaid they, O dear and gracious Lozd, we -pzay 
pou let us have pour help and advice in that ſo 


dangerous a cale. 
The Emperoꝛ anſwered, and laid, Sirs, if pou 


will follow my advice, J watt give pe god and 
profitable Counſel, Then 


loulng 
much 
{02 hin 


"eſta Ms 
Then they ſaid, we be ready to fulfil wha 


ever you adviſe us foꝛ our pꝛofit. 


Then ſaid the Emperoz, Mp loving 


Friends, vou have received of me both Lands 


and Tenements, and alſo great plenty of ho- 
nours and p2eferments 3 the which by my coun⸗ 


ſel you ſhall impart to the pw2 men, that they 


may grant unto you the Sovereignty, and 
that dominion which they have. When the 
mighty men heard this, they willingly con- 


deſcended to impart their gods among the pooz 


men, and thep as willingly gave them again 
the Authozity over them, like as they had of the 
rich men, And thus were they both contented, 
and the Gmpero2 was greatly commended of the 
people, becauſe he ſo well contenced both par- 
ties. 

The Moral. 

Dear Friends, by this Emperoz is underſtood 
our Lozd Jeſus ChAff, which made a Pꝛzacla⸗ 
mation by his Prophets, Patriarchs, Apolfleß 
and P2eachers, that cverp man, both pooz and 
rich, thould come and ack evertaſting joy, and 
without doubt they fell ebcain their petitions; 
but the rich and mighep men ask ,foz no other 
thing but wozldlp honour, and iranfitozp riches, 
pet this Wold ſhall paſs, and all che cove- 
toulnels thereof 5 wherefoze he gave them fo 
much of wozldly Wealth, that he had nothing 
foz himſelf, accozding to the Scripture : The 
Birds 


tt I, named Domitian, which had two daugh- 
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Birds of heaven have neſts and the Foxes of the 
earth have caves, but the Son of man hath no- 
thing in the earth where he may put his head, 
Mat. 8. 20. The pooz men be „ in heart, 
of whom the Lo2d ſpeaketh, ſaying, Bleſſed 
be the poor in ſpirit, for thkirs is the king. 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 20. Os it ſhall ſem 
that they have ſovereignty in Heaven above 
the mighty men of the wozld 3 therefoze thele 
rich men ought to impart of their tempozal 
riches to the poo} men acco2ding to the 
Scripture: Make you friends, with riches of 
iniquity, that when ye ſhall want, they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitations, Luke 
10. 9. And acco2ding to Tob. 4. 9. Give Alms 
of thy ſubſtance :. If thou haſt but a little, be 
not afraid to give a little Alms. And thus ye 


may attain unto the Kingdom of heaven. Un⸗ 


to the which J beſeech Almighty God bzing us 


N The Argument. | 
The Emperor of glory, Chriſt Jeſus, hath two daugh- 


ters, rhe one fair, the other foul; the fair daughter is 
the world, and the pleaſures thereof, and the foul is po- 
| verry and trouble: The fair daughter is deſired of ma- 
nu, the foul of few; for he that loveth the world re- 


gardeth only the vanities thereof, but he that loveth 
God will ſuffer all perſecution and trouble for the ob- 


taining of him. 
| The 25. Hiſtory. Mey 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a noble Empe⸗ 
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ters the one of them was paſſing fair, but the. 
other foul and ill favoured: Whetefo:e he 
p2oclaimed throughout all his Empire, that 
whoſo would take his fair Daughter to Wife, 
ſhould have no other thing with oe her 
: beautiful and comely perſonage 3 but whole 
would marry his foul Daughter, ſhould have 
all his Empire after his deceale. Now when 
this Pꝛoclamation was made, there. came 
many Lozvs that deſired to marry his faic 
Daughter: to whom the Emperoz anſwered 
thus, Sirs, pe wot not what pou deſire 3 foz if 
ye marry her, ye ſhall have nothing with herz 
but her beautiful and comely Perionage ; and 
furthermoze, if J give her to one of pou, ra- 
ther than to another, you will grudge 3 there⸗ 

foze, if pe will needs have her, and fozfake mp 


foul Daughter, you ſhall juſt foz her, and he that 


winneth her ſhall marry her. 

Then the Novles and States of the Empire 
greatly re joiced; and foz the love'of. that beau- 
tiful Damlel they would not only juſt, but fight 
allo. Do they ſet a day of Battel, and many. 
wozthy men were flain on both -fides-3.' never- 
theleſs one obtained the Uickozp, and elpouled 
that fair Lady, 

The ſecond Daughter, which was foul and 
il-favoured, ling her Siſter beſtowed with 
great ſolemnity, wept daily: ZTherefoze the 


Empero? her Father 5 ts her, and ſair, der 


Daugh⸗ 
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Daughter, Why mourneſt thou thus Alas 
dear Father, quoth ſhe, it is no wonder though J 
mourn, ling my Siſter is married with great 
honour and gladnels, and every man is jopful 
ef her, and no man careth foz my company, 
therefo:ze dear Father, what J ſhalt do J know 
not. Then laid the Emperoz, O my dear 
Daughter, all that is mine is thine, and it is 
not unknown unto the; that he which married 
thy ſiſter, had nothing with her, but her beau⸗ 
tikul Cozps: and therekoze J ſhall pꝛeclaim in 
my own perſon, th2ough mine Empire, that 
what man will marry the, J ſhall aſſure him 
the Empire after mp deceaſe, by Letters pa- 
tent. Then this young Kadp, though ffe 
was foul and ill⸗favoured, nevertheleſs ſhe re⸗ 
jopced greatly in the p2omiſe of her Father. 


Shostly after the Pꝛoclamation was thus made, 


there came a p2oper and poung Bnight which 
eſpouſed the Lady, and aſter che death of the 


Empero!, he letzed upon all the Empire, and 


he was crowned Emperoz, and ſhe Empꝛels; 
and after that, thep lived together a long time 
in peace and relt. 

The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth gur 
Lozd Zeſus Chai, which had two Danugh⸗ 
ters, the one fair, and the other four: She 
fair Daughter betokeneth the would, - which 


s tull, fair and delectable, ro many men. * 
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foul betokeneth poverty and trouble, whom 
few men deſire to marry with. Nevertheleſs, 
a Pꝛoclamation was made by the holy Scrip- 
ture, fhat whoſo would have his fair Daugh⸗ 
ter, that is, the Wozld fhould have nothing 
with her but her fairneſs, that is, the wozlbly 
vanittes, which fade and fall awap, like as 
the beauty of man 
the foul Daughter, that, is, will voluntarily 
receive poverty and trouble foꝛ Gods love, with- 
out doubt he ſhall obtain the Empite of Heaven, 
accoꝛding to the Scripture, ſaying, Ye that have 
forſaken all things for_my love, to. follow me, 
hall have everlaſting, Life. 

Many Noble and wozthy men have Juſted 
foz the fair Daughter, that is, have ſought 
and travelled by Sea and by Land, in this 
Wozld, foz covetouſneſs of woztbly Riches , 
and at length there be manp flain: foz there 
is nothing here, but pzide of Life; Covetoul- 
neſs of the eyes, and of the fleſh, whete chzough 
theſe grievous fins, all the Mozlo is put to 
great damage and miſchief : Do he that mar- 
ried the fair Daughter, that is the wozld, is 
he that letteth all his affections and whole de- 
fire, upon the wꝛetchednels and vanities of this 
wicked world, and will not by any means foz- 
ſake this vain wozld like a_ wꝛetch. But he 
that_marries the Daughter, that is the good 
Conia man, which foz the love of che 
| Y 2 Kingdom 
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thereof, fozſaketh all this wozlvz and not only 


doth thus, but alſo deſpiſeth himſelf, obeying the 
true and everlaſting God in all things; ſuch 


A man certainly ſhall obtain the joyful and 


happy Empire of Yeaven. 
bzing us our Lozd Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Devotion, Prayer, and Thanksgiving unro God for his 
Gifts, is a ſweet ſounding Muſick, deleQable in the 
ears of God. We are hereby warned, after our firſt of- 
fending, not to rcturn to our Vomit with the Dog, nor 
after waſhing, with the Sow, to wallow in the mire: 
No, rather let us bathe our ſelves in ſorrowful and 


Unto che which 


hearty repentance in - perſeverance in good life, that 


we may live with Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bliſs. 
| The 28. Hiſtory. 
FN Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Empe- 
: x02, named Adromicha, the which a- 
bove allthings loved. Puſſck. This Empe⸗ 


roz had within his Palace a Well of. ſuch 


vertue that whoſoever were dzunk, by dzink- 
ing the water thereof , ſhould incontinenily 
become freſh again, and be deliver'd from all 


Rind ok dizzineſs. There was alſo dwelling 


in the Emperozs Court a Knight” named 
Ldrony, whom the Emperoz loved much, 
but okt⸗times he would be d2unk, which Uice 


the Emperoz hated above all things. And 


when this Knight. perceived himſelf. dzunk, 
* h 
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then would he go to the Well, and dzink of 
that water, and refreſh himſelf, ſo that what⸗ 
ſoever the Emperoz ſaid to him he would an⸗ 
ſwer him ſo reaſonably, that no dzunkennels 
might be len in him, and fo2 his witty ans 
ſwers-he was greatly beloved of the Emperoz. 
Nevertheleſs his fellows ſought to dzaw the 
Cmpero3s love from him. 

It foztuned on a dap, that this Emperoz 

ut to the Fozreſt, where he heard a Nights 
ingüle ſing right pleaſantly 2: oftentimes af- 
ter, he would riſe early in the mozning, and 
ſometime from his meat, and walk into the 


Mod to hear her [wart long, wherefoze ma- 


np ok his men ſaid among; themſelves ; cur 
Lo2d delighteth ſo much in the Nightingal's- 
Dong, that he reckoneth nothing our p2ofit 5 
inſomuch that thzough- two things his love 
is withdzawn from: us, that is, Ydrony the 
knight, andby the wert Song of the Nigh- 


tingale. Then ſaid an old Knight that was 


among them: Dirs, quoth he, ik ye will 
follow mp counſel, I ſhall deliver pon of the 
Bntght Ydrony , and allo the Nightingale, 


without hurt oz death. Then they anſwered, 


and ſaid, whatſoever you adviſe us to do, we 
ſhall ſtraightwap fulfil, with all our hearts. 


When this Knight heard this, within a while 


after he chanced: to elpy this Knight Ydrony 
dunk, -wherefoze he locked faſt the Well, lo 
HS © when 
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when this Knight Ydrony came to refreſh him 


ſelf, he found the Mell kast locked. 
0 the Emperoz had a great buſineſs to 
treat of, wherefoze in haſte he ſent foz this 


Unight beeauſe of his great wiſdom , to have 
his Counſel,, And when he came bekoze the 


Emperoz, he was fg dzunk that he could not 
move his tongue, neither:had wit, no2 -reaſon, 
noz underſtanding to anſwer the Emperoz..to 
his matter. 


Wut when the Empers2 ſaw this, he was 


greatly vexed, -foz as much as he hated that 
vice: Wherefoze he commanded anon, that 


from that dap fozward he ſhould be ſen 


no moꝛe within his Land upon pain of 
Death, 


This hearing, his Foes they refoyced, And 


ſaid unto the-old Knight: nom we be. delive- 
red of thig, Knight Ydrony; there is no-mn2e to 


do, but that we map find a way to be delivered 


alſo of the Nightingale, in which the Emperoz 
delighted lo much. 
Then (aid the old Knight, Pour cars ſhall 


hear, and your eves ſhall ler the Nigbringale 
tall be. de 


roped ſhoztly., 

Not long after, this old Knight eſpied that 
the Nightingale uſed to fit upon a tre even 
above the akozeſaid Uwuell, whereas her Pate 
came and coupled wich her, nevertheleſs: in 


wwe abſence ok her Pate, the tok oftentimes 


another 


\ 
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another Pate and coupled with him: UUhen | 
ſhe had thus done, then would ſhe delcend 

to the Mell to bathe her ſelf, that when her 
Mate came, he ſhould feel no ill ſavour oz ſcent 
of what he had done. UUhen the Knight had 
ſeu this, on a time he locked the UUell, and 
when the Nightingale would have defcended 
to bathe her ſelf, after coupling with the c- 


ther Mate, ſhe found the UUell cloſed: where- 


foze the flew up into the Tree again, and 
metirn'd ſoze in her manner, and left ber ſong. 


Then came her Pate, and ſaw that fe had 


done againſt her Nature, he returned again, 
and in ſhozt time bzought a great multitude of 
Nightingals, which flew his Pate, and tare 
her all in pieces. < 
The Moral. ; 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz betskeneth cur 
Low Jelus Chziſt, which loveth greatly 
the Song of Devotion, fo2 when we pꝛay we 
ſpeak unto God, and when we read, God lpeak⸗ 
eth unto us. The Well that was in the Palace 
betokeneth acknowledging our fins to God. 


Therekoꝛze if any be dzunk with ſin, let him dzink 


of che Well of acknowledging of his fins and 
without doubt he ſhall be lake. 

This Ydzony betokencth every man that 
wilfully retürneth again co fin after his ac- 
Kknowledging fin, like as the Dog, that ma- 
* a vomit, and caſteth up the meat that he 

D 4 : bath. 


| - 
—_— k > — n ——— — — e — 22 — 
Fe — — 1 AG oe en ARE 2 —  — * * 
„* * 1 — —— — 


* 2% . * Nate> 


The Hiftory'of + 


hath eaten befoze, and afterward, when he is 


hungry, cometh and eateth it again, Pever⸗ 
chelels if a man that hath thus ſinned, will 
drink of the Well of acknowledging his fin, 
he ſhall receive his ghoſtly ſtrength. 

The Nightingale that ſate on the Tree, be⸗ 
tokens the Soul that ſitteth on the Tree of Po- 
lp Doctrine, And her Don betokeneth the 
Soul that ſitteth on the Are of devout Pzay- 
ers of God. But this Soul doth commit evil 


as oft as ſhe conſenteth to ſin, Nevertheleſs, 


if ſhe run to the Well of acknowledging of 
fin, and bathe her with the Water of contriti⸗ 
on, God ſhall love her. 

But her Kaen, that is, the Riends of Hell, 
ſeine this, that Cod is merciful *thep ſtop 
the Well of acknowledgment of fin , that is, 


they would with-dzaw us from dutikul ac⸗ 


Knowledgment, and from due reconciliation 
of our ſelves between us and Gad, and between 


us and man, without ſhame and dꝛead of repen⸗ 


tance, and not declare our fins, And thus, 
* though the temptation ok the Devil our Ad⸗ 
verſary,/ many have been exiled, and put to 
death: everfattingly, And therefoze ſtudy we 
to bathe our fouls in this life in the Mell of 
ackne wledgment of ſin, with the Mater ok 
Contrition, and then we ſhall be ſure- in the 
wosld ta come to have joy everlaſtingly, Un⸗ 
ko the which Ged being us all, Amen. 15 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
The Argument. | 
The Soul of every good Chriſtian man ought to prepare 
Armed Vettues for to withſtand the aſſaults of the De- 
vil. We are here put in mind of our deliverance from 
death, by the precious blood-fhed of Jeſus Chriſt : 
which is a terror to all che Devils in Hell, if we conti- 
nue in Faith, and believe in him, the bulwark of our 
Salvation. | 
7-3 -2Fhe 29. \Hiltory. | 
Comes there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Empetoz named Hermes, which had a 
mighty ſtrong City, exceeding ſtrongly wal- 
lee about, and a Bell hanging in the midſt of 
the laid City; and whenloever the Emperoz 
went to anp Battel without the City, this 
Bell was ever rung; but there did no man 
ting the Bell, but a Uirgin, Within ſhoit 
Itime after, it befel, that Dragons, Serpents; 
and allo many other venomous Wealts, im⸗ 
popſoned much people, ſo chat the City was 
almoſt deſtroyed : Whercfoze the States of 
the City went with one accozd to the Empe⸗ 
toz, and laid, Lozd, what ſhalf we do 7 Lo, 
nur people, our gods, and our Gity is almoſt 
deſtroyed, and you and we be in peril to pe⸗ 
ih, chzough theſe cruel Beaſts that conſume. 
ue, therefoze take we god counſel, oz elle we 
are undone, Then ſaid the Emperoz, what 
think your is beſt to be done in this matter 2 
and how may we be beſt defended - Then 
anſwered one of che wileſt, and ſaid, Py 
EL 02d, 


The Hiſtory of 
Lo2d, hear my connſel, and do thereafter, and 
vou ſhall not repent it: You have in pour Pa⸗ 
lace & Lyon, (cc up à piece of Timber foz the whi 
purpoſe; and theretinto let the Lyon be nailed Þ that 
and made fat, and when other venemous Beaſtz Þ cont 
ſ& him thus uled, they will be afratd, and fo- | (tha 
ſake our City, and we fhall be in ſafety; Then acco 
laid the Gmpers?, it pleaſeth me well th 0 requ 
be ſo uſed, thereby to ſave you. Ther. .) lest 
twk the Lyon and uſed him in like manner az} © 
afozeſaid, which when the other Beaſts law, Crot 
flew away foz fear, and never moze afterwards ſtian 
dur gber come thither. and! 
be Mojal.. _ -:-- ſhall 
Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth the] hing 
Father of Heaven, the City well walled, with pect 
a Bell in the midſt, betokcneth the Soul, wal: | 
led about with Wertues : The Well betoken- Here 
eth a clean Conſcience that warneth a man «lt 
ta Battel, when he ſhould fight againft the] 
Devil, that he might arm himſelf befoze with] ey. 
Uertues. The Uirgin that ſhould always“ 
ring this Bell, is Reaſon, which is a Virgin 
inelined to all rightful cleanneſs. The veno⸗ 
maus Dꝛagon that beareth the fire, betoken⸗ hay, v 
2h the fleſ) of man, which bears the fire of co noceng 
veteulnelg, which burnt Adam dur fozefatherſ if ye | 
when he eat of the fozbidden Apple. The veno⸗ Palace 
mots Weaſts that poiſoned the men, betokenelſſ ner of 
the Fiends of Hell, which koz the moſt pary time, 


habe 
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| have deffroyed all mankind. The ffates-of 
the City betokeneththePatrtarchs andP2ophets, 
el which beſoughr God of counſel and remedy, 
d | that mankind might be ſaved, and anon it was 
J counſelled- foz the beſt remedy, that a Lyon 
chat is Chꝛiſt) ſhould be nailed upon the Croſs, 
n accoꝛding to the Scripture ſaping thus, It was 
c requiſite that one man ſhould dye for the nm 
I eſt all fleſh fhould periſh. 
1 Then tek they Chziſt and hung him on the 
„ Croſs, fo2 the which the Devil dꝛeadeth Chzi⸗ 
s ſtian people, and dares not come nigh them; 
and thus by the Gzace of God, Chziſtian men 
ſhall come to everlaſting; bliſs. Unto: which 
hing us, the Lamb of God, 1 10 der, wy 
h precious blod fo2 us. Amen. 
; The Argument. 
1; | Here is ſignified the chraldem or man unto Satan dy ſin, 
till Chriſt the Son of God deſcended, with the pow. 


er of che Holy Ghoſt, to ſet him at liberty, and put 
him in rin of che Palace of everlaſting fehci- 


yy: cn 
g Fl 0 30. Hiſtory. 
Tes vwbic lometime in Rome a: mighty 
2mperoz and a mercitul, named- Mene⸗ 
Vi hy, who ozdained fuch a Law, that what in⸗ 
WF nocent perſon was taken and put in paiſon, 
eu if he might elcape and tome to the Gmpero2s 
Wy Palace, he ſhotld be there ſafe from all mans 
et) ner of /accafations againſt him in his like 
ary time, . It was not long after, but i _ 
that 
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that a Knight was acculſed, wherekoze 
he was taken. and put in a. ffrong and dark 

 Pziſon, where he lay a long time, and had: 
nn light but a little Mindow, whereat ſcant 
light tone in, that lighted him to eat ſuch 
ſimple meat as the Reper brought him: 
Wherefoze- he mourned greatly, - and made 
103row that he was thns faſt ſhut up from. the 
ſight of men. Nevertheleſs, when the Ke&per 
was gone, there came dailp a Nightingale in 
at the window, and lung full ſweetly; by whoſe 
long this woful Bnight was oftenttmes fed 
with joy, and when the Bird left off: ſinging, 
then would ſhe flye into the Knights: boſome, 
and there this Knight ked her many a day, of 
the victual chat Gad fent him. It befel after 
upon a day, that the Knight was greatly de- 
ſolate of  comfo2t. *- Neverthelefs , the Bird 
that late in his boſome fed upon kernels of 
Nuts, and thus he laid to che Bird, Swert 
Bird, J have ſuſtained thee many a day, what 
wilt thou give me ndw in my delolation to 
comfozt me:? Remember thy lelf well, how 
that thou art the creature ok God, and db am 3 


allo, and therefoze help me now in this my 


' e 


great nerd. 

When the Eird heard this, he flew forth. 
from his boſome, and tarried from him ther 
days, but the third day ſhe came again, and 


Wen in her month: a precious Stone, — 
aid 
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laid it in the Knights. boſome. And when 
ſhe had lo done, ſhe tok her flight and flew 
from him again. The Knight marvelled at 
the Stone, and at the Bird, and kfozthwith 
he tok the Stone in his hand, and couched 
his Gives and Fetters therewith, and pze- 
ſently thep fell off. And then he aroſe and 
touched the dozs of the Pziſon, and they o⸗ 
pened, and he eſcaped, and ran faff co che 
Emperozs Palace. When the Keeper of the 
Pziſon perceived this, he blew his Hozn 
thzice, and raiſed up all the Folk of the City, 
and led them fozth, crying with an high voice, 
To, the Thief is gone, follow we him all, 
And with that he ran befoze all his Fellows 
towards the night: And when he came 
nigh him, the Kntght bent his Bow, and ſhox 
an Arrow, wherewith he lmote the Keeper 
in the Lungs, and flew him, and then ran to 
the Palace, where he found ſuccour againſt the 
Law. 5 
ü The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokenech cur 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, who ozdaincd a Law, that 
what Innocent, that is, what perſon impaiſoned 
wongfully, might eſcape, and come to his Pa- 
lace in his Heavenly Babitation thzeugh Repen- 
tance and true amendment ok life, ſhould find 
perpetual ſuccour and help. 5 

This 
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This Knight betokeneth every one thit is 
innocent, and accuſed by envy oz malice un⸗ 
julkly, taking grief foz his pꝛeſent eſtate. 

The keper of this Pziſon, betokeneth the 
Devil, that keepeth ſuch a man hard bound 
by fin, and ſervech him with riches and delights 
of this tranſitozy wozld, that he ſhould not eaſe 
from danger. 

The Bird that ungeth ſo ſwetly betokeneth 
the voice of Heaven, that ſaith, to the op- 
pꝛeſled, Turn again, now turn again, thou 
Priſoner, that is, turn again thou oppzeſſed, 
and J will receive the to Gzace, foz when 


Mankind was in thzalvom to Satan in the 


Piſon of Yell, then came there a Bird, that is, 
the Godhead, beating with him a Stone; 


that betokens our Lozd Jelus Chziſt, acco2d- 


ing to the Yoly Scripture, ſaying, 1 am a 
Stone. 

The Soul ok Chziſt delcended with the 
Godhead, and bzought wich him all mankind 
out of the Priſon of Hell, therefoze if any 
of us be tn the Pziſon of wozldly opp2eſiton, 
touch. we our fins with the Stone, that is, 
wieh the vertue of the Lozd Jeſus Chit, by 
acknowledging our fin in faithful pꝛaper, and 
by true contrition, and then without doubt, 
the Chains of our oppreſſion, with the Stone, 
ſhall ve b2oken and fall from us, and the 
_ of Heavenly Gare hoy be opened, and - 
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all obtain help and ſuccour in the Palace of 
the Heavenly Pabitacion. 

Aud ik the keper ok the Pꝛiſon, that is the 
Devil (which is the blower of the Yozn of 
pꝛide, letchery, oz covetouſneſs,) ſtir in us any 
ſins, then turn we towards him mankullp, and 
ſhot at him the Arrow of conſtant Faith, in 
Jeſts Chaiff, by true and unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and without doubt he ſhall fly from us: 
and then by the grace of God, we may obtain 
the Palace of Heavenly vliſs, where we fhall 
behold the King of all glozy. Unto the which 
bing us our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 

The Argument. 


A poor man exalted to dignity, is here admoniſhed not to 
be unthankful, and to render evil for good, but even 
to the moſt ſimple ones to be grateful for any benefit, 
elſe ſurely God that gives thee this promotion, will 
make the brutiſh creatures of the earth thy enemies, 
and depoſe thee from thy dignity; and he that hath 
helped thee, be he never ſo baſe, may in the end have 
better favour with God and man than thy ſelf, where- 
fore be warned. of ingratitude by this example, and 
know thy ſelf, thy God, and Friend. 


The 31, Hiſtory. 

Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz, named Ebolides, It foztuned 
en a- dap, that this Emperoz walked into a 
great Fozreſt to take his plealure, where he 
met kuddenly with a pw2 man, and ſo fan, as 
the Emperoꝛ law him, be. was artatly mover: 
with 
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with mercy, and ſaid, Gov Friend, whence art 
thou: Py Sovereign Lo2d, quoth he, Jam pour 


Subject bozn in pour Land, and am now in great 
poverty. Then laid the Emperoz, ik J knew 
that thou wert true in every thing, J would pꝛo⸗ 
mote thee to great riches, therefoze tell me what 
is thy Name e 

My Koꝛd, quoth he, Jam called Lentulus, and 
I p2omiſe you to do you true ſervice, and if 
J do otherwiſe, J ſubmit-mp ſelf to all man⸗ 
ner of puniſhment that pou can put me to: 
When the Emperoz heard that, he pzomoted 
him incontinenthy to great riches, and ſhoztly 
after he made him a Buight, and the Steward 
of his Land. And when he was thus exalted 


to honour, he waxed verp pꝛoud, inlomuch that 


he deſpiſed both his ſuperiours, and inferiours: 
Not long after this Steward rode by à great 
Fozreſt, where he met with the Fozreſter, 
and charged him that he ſhould make a hun⸗ 
d2ed Pits in the ground and cover them over 


with green Gals and ſmall Boughs, that if 
wild Beaffs fozruned to go to the Foreſt chat 


wap, they might fall in, and ſo being taken, be 
The Foreſter an- 
ſwered, and ſaid, Sir, as pou have ſaid, it ſhall 
he done. Not long after it foztuned, that 
this. Steward rode to the Fozreſt again to ſe 
ik thole Pits were made, and as he rode, he 
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how mighty in power he was made, and hom 


molt men in the Empire obeyed him, and were 
at his command. As he rode chus thinking, 
he laid to himſelf, There is no man greater 
than J, and with that he ſmote his Hozle with 


bis Spurs, and ſuddenly he fell into one of the. 


dep Pits, that he'himſelf had ozdained befoze 


foz the wild -Weafts, and fo2 the great deepnels 


thereof he could not riſe again by any manner 


of means, wherefoze he languiſhed in great 


perplexity : and ſkraightway after him came a 


fierce Lion, and fell into the lame Pit, and 


after the Lion an Ape, and after the Ape a 
Derpent. 


fraid. 


help me, and JI ſhafl recompenſe thee ſo well 
"et * delt ever after be the better: wien 
2 


When the Steward was thus bes⸗ 
let with thele Beaſts, he was excedingly a⸗- 


Then at that time was dwelling i in the Ci- 
ty, a pw2 man named Guy, that had noriches 
ſave onlp an Aſs, whereon daily he carried 
ſticks and wood that fell from Tres, and ſuch = 
as he could get in the Fozreſt, and thoſe' he 
bought'to the Parket and ſold them: and in 
this wile furlkained himſelf and his wife as long 
Jas he might. | | 
It fo2cuned that this po2 Guy went te 
the Fozreft as he was wont, and as he came 
by the deep Pit, he heard a man cry, and.ſap, 
O dear friend what art thou ⸗ foz Gods lake 
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this paz Guy heard that it was the voice of 

a man, he marvelled greatly, and ſtod fill on 

the Pits bzink, and laid, Lo, god friend, 3 

am come, why haſt thou call'd, me Then ſaid 

the Lnight, Dear Friend, Jam Steward of 

all the Emperozs Land, and thus by foz une 

Jam fallen into the Pit, an here be with me 

the Beaſts, that is, a Lion, an Ape, and 

a hozrible Serpent, which J fear moſt of all, 

and J wot not by which of them J ſhall. be.. 

devoured : therefoze 4 p)ay. the get a long 

Rope , wherewith thou maiſ.dzaw me out Id b 

of this dep Pit, and J will make the rich foz, 

Wt ever hereafter * fo2 if J have not help the ra⸗ 

Woke ther, 3 all be devourey of. theſe Wild 

mar Weatts. | 

Then ſaid this pz Guy, J map full, ill at 

WEE - this time intend to help ther, koz J have. no-, 

thing to live on, but that J gather Wo, aud . |; 

carry it to the Market to ſell, wherewith J . 
am fuſtained. Neverthelels, 3 will leabe my. &,. 

Purpoled labour, and fulffil thy will, and il In 
chou reward me not, it will be a great hin⸗ In 
dzance to me, and to my po? Wife, Then 
the Steward made a great Cath, and ſaid, J ag 
will pzomote the and thine to great Wealth. 
Then ſaid Cuy, if you will perfozm, your pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, J hall do what pou.command me. And, : 
with that he went again to the City, 
boilght there a long Es and tame to 5 che E Ir 
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Bit again, and ſaid, Sir Steward, Io, bere I 
let down a Rope. ta the, bind thy ſelf about 
the middle therewith, that J map pull. ch: 
up. Then was the Steward glad, and ſald, 
God friend let dawn the Rope 2 and with that 
he caſt the end of the Rope down into the Pit 
And when the I von ſam it, he caught the 


Ind held faſt, and Guy, dzew.up.thei 
werning in himſelf he han dzawji ip 


ard, and when he bav.ſoagne; ei 1 
Jed him in his manner au zen tach van 1 
lecond time that Cuy let dn the Rope, the Ape 
klapt to it, and caught it fat, and when he wass I 
dawn up, he thanked Guy in his manner, aun 
Inn ta che Wod,. Che third time he let vonn 
the Hope, he dzew up the Serpent, whichthanks.? 
ie him and went to the NME. Then the Stews: => 
id cryed with a loud voice, O dear friend, nam 
- Pam delivered of theſe ther ravenous Beasts, 
et down. the Nope to me, that map come 
. Then this paz Guy let domm the Rape. 
ud che Steward bound himlelf laßt about the 
© dle, and Guy d2ew him up. and when he | 
as thus helpt out of che Pit, he ſaid to Guy 
e e 3.208 e 
Come to me to moꝛrow to the Palace, and 
hen J will reward thee, Then pez Guy re- 
eted thereat, and went home without Re⸗ 
if. Then his 'UUife demanded of him 
y he gather d no wood whereby they might 
. | live 
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receive bb ward, chi 
dd thereby, 


veſterday in the Fozreſt. 
aͤnd told the Steward as the-po2 man had laid: 


Steward anſwered him, Bis Wife comfozt- 
— ; ES: | a ed 
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live that day. Then told he her of the event 


© as it befel, how the Steward fell into the Pit 


(and alſo the Lion, the Ape and the Serpent) 
that he had! made in the Fozreſt, and how he had 
holpen him out with a Rope, and -faved him 
from being devoured of the th2& venomous 
3Beaſts : and that he ſhould go to the Stews 
ard, and fetch "pb Reward on the mozrow, 
fe heard this, ſhe rejoiced great- 
AL It _ be * pꝛap pou riſe to 


So in the mozning Guy arofe, and went to 


tte Palace and knecked at the Gate: then 
tame the Pozter, and asked the cauſe. ok his 
enocking⸗ Jpꝛap ther quoth this Guy, go to 


the Steward, and ſay to him, that here abideth 
a poꝛ man at the Gate, that ſpake wich him 
The Pozter went 


Then laid the Steward, go pou again, and 
tell him, that he lpeth, fo yeſterday (pake J 


with no man in the, Fozreſt, and charge him 


that he go awap and trouble me no moe. The 
Pozter went fozth, and told pz Guy what the 
Steward had ſaid, and charged him to go a- 
way. Then was this pz Guy ſqzrowful, 
and went home, and he cold his Wife how the 
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ed him in all He might, and fald, go pou again 


and p2ove him thꝛice. 

Then on the mozrow this Guy aroſe, and 
went to the Palace again, pꝛaping the Pozter 
to do his errand once again to the Steward. The 
Pozter anſwered and laid, gladly would J do 
thy errand, but J fear me ſoze it will be to thy 
hurt. Then went he in and told the Steward, 
that this pz man was again returned: when 
the Steward heard that, he went out, and 
all co beat poz Guy, and left him in peril of 
death. 

When his Mile heard this, ſhe came with 
her Als, and led him home as ſhe might, and 
all that He had ſhe ſpent upon Surgeons, and 


Phyſicians to help him: and when he was | 


perfectly whole, he went to the Foꝛreſt as be 
was wont, foz to gather ſticks and ſmall wand 
foz his living. And as he went in the Fözreſt, 
he ſaw a Lion d2iving befoze him ten Alles 
that were laden with rich Jewels and Pers 
thandize. This Von dzove fozth the Ales 
befoze Guy, Which feared him ſoze, leſt he 
ſhould have devoured him, nevercheleſs when 
he beheld the Lion better, he knew well that 
it was the ſame Lion that he dzew out of the 
Pit. This Lion left not Guy till all the Alles 
wity the Perchandize were entrod into his pard, 
and then the Lion did him obeplance, and ran 
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en Guy ſearched the Fardels, aud ;foyud 


| 1 either therein, wherefoze he made 1 


* 


| c dec in divers Churches, if any man pad 


off ſuch gods he thoyld have them again, 
but there was none that challenged chem, 
4 when Guy ſaw thfs, he fold che gods, 
and bought therewith ;Yoyſe and Land, and 
ſo was made rich. Nevertheleſs he went toe 


the Fozreff, as be did befoze. And as he was 


in the Fozreſt gathering wo, he eſpyed che Ape 
on 215 1 a Tree Waking Boughs buſtly 


with het teeth and claws, and chzowing them 


down, ſo that in ſhox; time Guy had loaved his 
757 And whew he had lo done, ſhe went her 
dap and Guy went home. 


Vo Guy on the mozrow went to the Foz 
elk again, and as he ſate binding his Faggots, 
be ſaw the Serpent that he dꝛew out of the 


Pit come towards him, bearing in her month 


$% 14 -» 


che kiſſed his feer and werber wap. Then 
Guy tok up the Stone, and marvelled greatly 
of what vertue it might be, wherekoze he roſe 


fall at Guy's feet, and when 4 had thus done, 


up, and went to a Jeweller named Peter, and 


ſain, Dear Bzother, J pꝛap ther tell me the 
vertue ok this pzecious ſtone, and J ſail re⸗ 
ward thee fo2 thy labour. UWUhen this Jewel- 


Ter hav well peheld, and ynderifod the nature 
of che Stone, he laid, good friend, il thou 21 


as Tone of. thze colours, which ſhe let 
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fell the Stone, I Gall give ther an hundꝛed 

rks fo2 it. Then ſatd Guy, 4 will not ſell - 
the Stone, till thou tell me truly the vertues 
thereof, Then laid the Jeweller, without 
doubt this Stone hath. th:& vertues: the firſt 
vertue is, that whoſoever beareth this Stone 
about him, ſhall have joy without. 'fozrow x 
the ſecond vertue is, that he ſhall have plenty 
without want: the thir vertne_is, that he 
ſall have light without darknels: and it hath 
alſo another vertue, that no man map lell it, 


but foz as much as it is wozth, and if be do the 


contrary, the Stone returneth again to the 
firſt owner. When Guy heard this, he was right 
joyful, and laid to himſelf, in a good hour J 
dew theſe beaſts out of the Pit. 

Not long after it befel, that this Guy was 
made paſſing rich, and bought great poſſeſſions 
and livings, wherefoze within a while be was 
made a night. 

Jt was at long afcer, but the Emperoz 
had knowledge how Sir Guy hav a Stone of 
luch vertue, wherefoze he ſent foz Sir Guy, 
commayding him td come in all hafte, and ſo 
he did. And when Hir Gay was come to the 
Emperoz, and he ſaid unco him: mp frieny; 
J have heard ſap that ſometimes thou wert in 
great poverty, and nom thou art made rich by; 
the vertue of a little Stone, therefoze J pzay 
thee * thou kell me that Stone, Hir Guß 

| | I 4 - anſwered? 0 
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anſwered and ſatd, that may A not do, foꝛ ſo leng 
as J have that ſtone, Jam fure of the things, 
that is of joy withcut ſozrow, plenty without 
want, and light without darkneſs. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he had 
greater deſire to bup the Stone than he Had 
befoze, and ſaid to him, Sir Guy, of two 
things thou mult chuſe one, that is, whether 
thou wilt fozlake this Empire, and all thy 
Kind2ed, oz elſe ſell me the Stone. Then laid 
Sir Guy, Py Lo2d, if it muſt nds be thus, 
be it at pour will. MNevertheleſs' J {hall tell 
peu the p2operty of this ſtone, if pou Pay not 
foz it as it is wozth, without doubt it will 
come to me again. Then the Emperoꝛ laid, 
lurely J will give ſufficient, foz thou ſhalt re⸗ 
ceive of me chercfoze a thouſandpound, andſo 
it was done. Sir Guy received the money, and 
went home, 

On the mozrow early he opencd his Coffer, 
and found the Stone, and then he told to the 
Lady his Wife, how he had found in his Col⸗ 
fer the Stone which he had ſold to the Empe⸗ 
roz. Then laid his Wife, god Sir, haſte vou 
unto the Emperoz again, and give him the 
Stone, leſt he be diſpleaſed, and through malig 
repute ſome deceit in us. 

Then went Sir Guy again to the Emperoz, 
and ſaid to him, Py Lozd, yeſterday 4 fold 
pon 3 Biene, which if it pleaſe you, 3 wor 


tain 
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fain lee. The Emperoz went foz his Stone 
to the Trealurp, but found it not, wherefo2e 
he was right ſozrowful, and came again, and 
told Sir Guy how it was loſt: Then laid Sir 
Guy, My Lo2d, grieve you not, foz J told 
you yeſterday, that J might not ſell it, except 
J had the value thereof, and yeſterday 3 re- 
ceived a thouſand pound of you therefoze, and 
this day J found it in my Coffer again, and 
therefoze if J had not bzought the Stone again, 
peradvencure you would have told me pour hea- 
vy countenance, and with that be Hewed fo2th 
the Stone, whereat the Emperoz marvelled 
greatly, and laid, Dir Cu, by rhe faith that 
thou oweſt to me, cell me how thou cameſt by 
this Stone. 

Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that J owe 
to you, J ſhall tell you che very d as touch⸗ 
ing the Stone. 

Pour Steward that is ſo p2omoted up of 
nought, cauſed manp TEp Pits to be made in 
your Fozreſt, and it fozruned that he not long 
after fell into one ot them himleif, and through 


the deepnels theresf could not rife again. It 


chanced allo the lame tap, that a Lion, an 

Ape, and a Serpent tell into the Pit with him, 

at which time 3 Wis. a very pw2 man, and tak 

great patns fo: my living, and as J walked 

into the Fozrcff with mine Als to gather wod, 

8 n me io help Lum out of the ave 2 
| w_ d 
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favehim from death, fo2 there were in the | 


Pit with him thzt venomous . beaſts, that ig, 
a Lion, an Ape, and a foul Serpent; any 
then he pꝛomiled me by his wozd, to P2omop 


me and all my kindzed to great riches 2 which Emy 


when J heard, J was right glad, and let down 


a Rope unto him, ſuppoſing to Have d2avkſ 


Him up, and haled up a Lion, and after that 
an Ape, aud after a Serpent, and at the laſt 
Pour Steward. 

Tye Lion gave me ten Ales laden with 
Perchandize 3 the Ape gave ine as much wad 


as mine Alle would bear, and the Serpent 


gave me this Stone that J have lold you; 1 bi 
your Steward beat me, and wounded me fo ſote 
foz my god will, that J was bozn- hoine upon 
mine Aﬀe. 

When the Emperoz heard this, his heart 


was moved greatip again the, Ste ward, 


wherefoze he examin'd him ok that kalle derd: 
put he was dumb, and would not ſpeak, foz 
ſo much that he could not deny his ingrati⸗ 
tude, * 

Then ſaid the Emperoz, O thau wzetcher 


crkature; unreaſonable Beafts, as the Lion, 


the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarded. him foz 
his god died, and chou that art a reaſonable man 


haft almoſt beaten him to death that favev the, 
and tek thee out of the 11 , therefoze faz thy fall 


judge the to be hanged 


Hov and wickedneſs, ji 
2 po” this 
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this dap on the -Gallows, and all thy Koods 

and lands J grant to Sir Guy, and allo 8 

odain that Sir Guy ſhall occupy thy place, 

ind be my; Steward: and ſo it was done, | 
hen Sir Guy was thus rewarded by the 

Emperoz and made Steward, he was well be- 

un loved of every man as long as he lived, and at 

In the laſt he ended his life wich honour-in peace, 

"at The Moral. | 

aff This Emperoz betokeneth the Father of 

. | Peaven, the poz man betokeneth every man 

thi that comech into this Wozld, and at laſt is 

vd | pzomated to great riches and wozldly honour, 

nt Nas the Plalmiſt ſaith, God lifteth up the poor 

ut wan out of the mire. But many ſuch: men 

ze neither know God noz themſelves, but cauſe 

n deep Pits to be made, that is, unkindneſs ann 
' { malice, they ozdain ag ainſt ümple men, into 

rt the which Pit the Devil okt cauſeth. them ts 

„ au, accozding to the Text in Ecclefialticue 

: who maketh a pit for another man, himſelt 

0; alleth therein: Which Text was pzoved by 

is Hamon, who cauſed a Gallows to be ſet up 

I ez Mordicheus, but was hanged thereon him⸗ 

ed | (elf. 

n, | This Guy that went dailp to the Fozreft 

oz  vith his Aſs to gather Mod, betckens everp- 

m [juſt and godly man, fearing God! in the Fozreſt 

e, lot this WMozld: his Mod that he gathereth, be⸗ 

le Utokencth his FIR and gad — which 4 | 

. carriet 
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carrieth upon his Als humane endeavour, 


whereby his ſoul may have joy, and live in the 


Tabernacle, of Yeaven ; and as the Dtewary, 
the Lion, the Ape and che Serpent fell intt 
the Pit, right ſo a ſinful man falleth' inco thy 


Pit ok ſin: But the Lion of che Tribe of Judz 
(that is Jeſus Chꝛiſt) deſcerided with him az 


aftentimes as the ſinner hath will to come < 
Gꝛace. Therefoze faith the Plalmiſt I am with 
him in Tribulation. 

This Guy dꝛaweth up the Lion, that is, 
mans ſoul out of the Pit, by the Cod of vertue 
he dzew up the Ape alſo, that is, contrary 
will to reaſon, that he may obey to realon: 
fo2 of all manner of. Beaſts, the Ape is moſt 
like to man; like as among all the ſtrength 
of the foul, diſcretion ought: to de linked with 
reaſon, , and to obey reaton. Ye d2ew up allo 


a Serpent, by Which is to be underſtod re⸗ 


pentauce, fo2 two cauſes :- fo as the Serpent 


bkarech in his mouth venom, aud in his tail 


a medicine : righr ſo repentance beareth at 
the beginning bitterneſs to the doer, pet it is 
Cwet and medicinable unto the loul at the end, 
and therefoze every juſt man ſhould dzaw to 
him the Serpent of repentance, Then at the 
laſt he dꝛew up the Steward from the Pit of 
ſin,” acco;ving unto Chailts ſaying, 1 am come 
not only to call the Rignteous, but Sinners to 
Allo it is witten, that 9 
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the. Philoſopher taught the Emperoz many 
Laws and Uertues of truth, and at laff as 
the Steward did, he ſought the death of Sene- 
ca, Allo Chziſt gave power to Judas to wozk 
mitacles, as he did to the other - Diſciples, 
pſt betraped him at laſt : Right ſo, now a- 
+ many Childzen of Belial delight moz2e to 
do harm than god, eſpecially to them that 
would inſtruct them perfealy both foz Soul and 
Fodp. 

The Lion gave to the juſt and godly pw3 
man ten Alles laden with Perchandize: that is, 


our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt gives unto every righte⸗ 


ous man ten Commandments charged with 
Uirtues, by which he groweth ro the riches of 
heaven. 

The Ape alſo gathereth him Wed, as okt as 
the juſt man wozketh the works of Faith: fox: 
Mcd neceſfarily is pꝛofitable fo2 two ules, that 
is, to make a fire, to build houleg even ſo Cha⸗ 
tity rejoiceth God and Angels in Heaven ac- 
tozding to Scripture, More joy is among Angels 
for one ſinner that repenteth, &c. Charity alſo 
raiſeth the Youſe ol Heaven againſt the coming | 
of the Soul. 

The Serpent alſo gave him a ſtone of thie di⸗ 
vers colours, which betokeneth our Kozd Jeſus | 
chziſt, whom we ſ&k by repentance. There⸗ 
foie ſaith St. Jerome, in his ſecond Table chus, | 
We ſhould repent us after our ſhipwrack. 


: That 


The Hiſtory of Ixili. 
That Chaif is che Stone, map be pzohed after | 
wy by bim elt, ſaying, I ama living Stone; Chiiff nd U 
hath chz& colours, which betokeneth the pow md 5 
er ok the Father, the wiſdom ok the Son, and aantin 
the humility of the Poly Ghot: Cherefott ak! 
wholo may get this pzecious Stone, ſhall have iu ror 
the Empire of Heaven, joy without ſoztow, Then 
plenty without want, and light wichout darknels. chat t 
Unto the which bꝛing us dur Lozd Jelus Chziſt. wont 
Amen. 3 . ler or 
5 The Argument, 1 
By che Nativity of Chriſt proceederh joyful gladneſs to lap! 
the World, and Salvation unto mankind; yet is heir 
mam unthankful unto God, contrary to his promiſe und b 
made in Baptiſm. / We are warned in all worldly tem- heir 
peſts continually to cleave to Chriſt by Faith and 
Hope, to continue well doing, and to wichſtand the 
malice of the Devil: The Preachers of Gods Word, 
are ſent of God to confound the Devil by ſound Do- 
Qrine and good life. Life and death is ſer before men: em 
we ought then to chuſe that life, that may be for our It mi 
everlaſting comfort. | 2 
£ The 32. Hiftory. © 's 
Dmetime' dwelt in Rome a mightp Em⸗ p te 
pero, named Anſelm, who had married the k de 
Kings Daughter of Jeruſalem, a fair Lady i 
and grartous in the fight of every man, but The 
-. .- the was long time with the Emperoz, pre be 
bare him any Child, wherefoze the Nobleg ok * £56 
the Empire were verp ſozrowful, becaufe their e. 
K.02d had no Meir ok hie on body begotten: 
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Till at laf it befel, that this Anſelm walked 
ed after ſupper, in an evening, into his Garven,. 
Ind bethought himſelf that he had no Meir, 
and how the King of Ampluy warred on him 
Rcontinually, foz lo much as he had no Son to 
make defence in his ablence; -therefoze he was; 
be Niotrowſul, and went to his Chamber and flepts 
* Then be thought he ſaw a Uiſion in his flerp, 
8. that the mozning was moze clear than it was 
x Iuont to be, and that the Pon was much pa⸗ 
ler on the one fide than on the other. And after 
he ſaw a Bird of two colours, and by that Bird 
Uſd two Beaſts, which ted chat little Bird with 
- heir heat. And akter that came moze Beasts, 

Ind bowing their bꝛeaſts toward the Bird, went 
their way: Then came there divers Birds that 

ing ſweetly and pleaſantly, with that the Em⸗ 

gero: awaked. 

In the mozning early this " Anſelm re 
1: embꝛed his viſion, and woudzed much what 00s 
ir t might ſignifie.3 wherefoze he called to him Wl 
Dios Philoſophers: and all the States of the Em, . ' ah 

Pite and told them his Dꝛeam; charging them 
Jo tell him the ſignification thereof, on pain 
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T f death, and if chey told him the true interpꝛe⸗ 
p | Fition thereok, he promis d them gad rewards - 
t. Then laid they, Dear -Lo2dz tell us your: - 


Ids 


2 by 


eam, and we ſhall declare to pou what it he 
"Wot ——ͤ— Then the Ewpero2: told them frem 


ge. e gar the ending, as is 8 
ald. 
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2 ſend to the Emperoz, and belcch him of 
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mid. When the Philoſophers heard this, with 


glad chear they anſwered and laid, Sir, the 
Uiſton that you law betokeneth god, foz the 
Empire ſhall be clearer than it is. 

The man that is moze pale on the one ſide 
than on the other, betokenety the Empzels, 
that hath loſt part of her colour, ch2ough the 
conception of a Son that ſhe hath conceived, 
The little Bird betokeneth the Son that fe 
Hall bear. The two Beaſts that fed this Bird 
betoken the wiſe and rich men of the Empire 


which ſhall obey the Son. Theſe other Beaſts 


that bowed their Bzeaffs to the Bird betoken 
many other Nations that ſhall do him Yo- 
mage. The Bird that ſang ſo ſwetly to this 
little Bird, betokeneth the Romans, who fall 


al whole birth there was great and wonderful 
joy made. 
Mhen the King of Ampluy heard this, he 
thought in himſelf thus: Lo, 1 have warred 
againſt the Emperoz all the days of mp life, 
and now he hath a Don, who when he cometh 


to full age, will revenge the wꝛong J have done 


againſt his Father, therefoze it is better that 


kruce 
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unte and peace, that the Son may haue no⸗ 


thing againſt me, when he comech to man- 


hood: When he had thus ſaid to himſelf, he 
'wote to the Emperoz, beleeching him to have 


peace. When the Emperoz law that the King 
of Ampluy wzote to him moze foꝛ fear than 
foz love, he wzote again to him, that if he 
would find good and ſufficient ſureties to keep 
the peace, and bind himlelf all the days of his 
life to do him ſervice and homage, he would re 
teive him to peace. 

When the King had read the teno2 of the 
Emperozs Letter, he call'd his counſel pꝛap⸗ 
ing them to give him Counſel how he might 
beſt do, as touching this matter. Then ſaid 
they, It is good that ye obey the @mperozs 
will and commandment in all things. Foz 
firſt, in that he deſired of pou ſurety fo2 the 
Peace; to this we anſwer thus, Ye have but 
oe Daughter, and the Emperoz one Bon, 
wherefoze let a marriage be made between 
them, and that map be a perpetual Covenant 
of Peace, Alſo he asketh Homage and Tribute, 
which it is good to fulfil. Then the King ſent 
his Pellengers to the Emperoꝛ, ſaying, that 
he would fulfil his deſire in all things, if it 
might pleaſe his Pighneſs, that his Son and 
the Kings Daughter might. ve married toge- 
gether. All this well plealed the Emperoz, pet 
he ſent again, ſaying, 1 his Daughter were 
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a clean Uirgin from her birth unto that day he 
would conſent to that marriage. Then was the 
King right glad, foz his Daughter was a Clean 
Virgin. 

Therekoꝛe when the Letters ok Covenant am 
tompact were ſealed, the Ring furnifhed a fair 
Ship, wherein he might ſend his Daughter 
with many Noble Knights,” Ladies; and great 
Riches unto the Cmperoz, foz fo have his Am 
in marriage. 

And when they were ſailing t in the Sea, to⸗ 
wards Rome, a ſtozm aroſe ſo extreamly and ſo 
hozribly, that the Ship bzake againſt a Rock; 
and they were all dꝛowned, ſave only the 
young Lady which fixed her hope and heart 
ſo greatly on God, that ſhe was ſaved,: and 
about cher of the clock the Tempeſt ceaſed, and 

the Lady dꝛove fozth over the Waves in that 
bꝛoken Ship which was caſt up again: but a 
huge Mhale followed after, ready to devour 
both the Ship and her. Wherefoze this young 
Lody when night came, (mote fire with a ſtone 
wherewith the Ship was greatly lightened, 
and then the Whale durſt not adventure to- 
ward the ſhip fo2 fear of chat light. At the Cock 
crowing, this young Lady was ſo weary of 
the great Tempeſt and trouble of Sea, that ſe 
flept, and within a little while after che fire 
ceaſed, and the Whale came and 'devoured 


the Uirgin. And when che awaked and = 
er 


ed 
i 
4, 


Gefta omanorum. 
her ſelf ſwallowed up in the Whales belly, ſhe 
\mote fire, and with a knife woundedthe Whale 
in many places, and when the Whale felt him⸗ 
ſelf wounded, accoꝛding to his nature he began 
to ſwim to Land. 

There was dwelling at that time in a. 
Country near by, a noble Carl named Pirris, 
who foz his recreation walking en the Sea 
hoze, law the Whale coming towards the 
Land, wherefoze he turned home again, and 
gathered a great many of men and women, 
and came thither again, and fought with the 
Whale, and wounded him very ſoze, and as 
they (mote, the Paiden that was in his Belly 
ctyed with an high voice, and ſaid, O gentle 
friends, have mercy and compaſſion on me, 
foz Jam a Kings Daughter, and a true Uir- 
gin from the hour of my Birth unto this day. 
When the Carl heard this, he wondered 
greatly, and opened the fide of the Whale, and 
found the poung Lady, and tok her out: And 
when the was thus delivered, ſhe told him 
lozthwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
how ſhe had loſt all her Gwds in the Sea, and 
how He ſhould have ben married unto the 
Cmperozs Don. And when the Earl heard 


this, he was very glad, and comtoꝛzted her 
the moze, and kept her with him till ſhe was 
And in the mean time he lent 
the Emperoz, letting him 

B 2 to 


well refreſhed. 
Peſlengers to 


Halt not marry him. 
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The Hiſtory of + 
to know how the Kings Daughter was ſaved, 
Then was the Emperoꝛ right glad of her 80 
ſafety and coming, and had great compaſſion of 
on her, ſaying, Ah good Paiden, foz the the 
love of my Son thou haſt ſuffered much woe: J ac 
nevertheleſs, if thou de wozthy to be his Wife, ue 
ſoon ſhall J pꝛove. And when he had thus ſai, net 
he cauſed tha Ueſſels to be bꝛought kozth: If the 
the firſt was made of pure Gold, well beſet J chu 
with pzectous ſtones without, and, within full | « 
of dead inens bones, and thereupon was en⸗ yg 
graven this Poſte : Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall - 
find that he deſerveth. The ſecond Ueflel was dei 
made of fine ſilver, fill'd with earth and wozmy, chu 
the Superſcription was thus, Whoſo chu. but 
ſeth me, ſhall find that his nature deſireth. The I tyr; 
third Ueſſel was made of Lead, full within I gf | 
of p2evious tones, and thereupon was in⸗ not 
ſculpt this Poſte, Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhal ? 
find that God hath diſpoſed for him. Thele I had 
thzer Ueſlels the Emperoz ſhewed the Paid, beh 
en, and ſaid; Lo, here Daughter, theſe be rich up 
Veſſels, if thou chule one of theſe, wherein is | Go 
pꝛofit to thee and to others, then ſhalt thou have I chi, 
my Son; And if thou chuſe that wherein is Þ tior 
no p2efit to thee, noz to any other, ſothly thou I (ec 


When the Paiden heard this, ſhe likt up the 
her hands to God, and ſaid, Thou Lod, that 
knoweſt all things, grant me grace this * 


Geſta Romanorum. 
ſa.tochulT, that J may receive the Emperoꝛs 
Son. And with that the beheld the firſt veſſel 
lion of Gold, which was eugraven ropallp, and read 
the the Superſcription 2: Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall 
woe: N 6nd that he deſerveth, ſaying thus, though this 
ite,  wefſel be full pꝛecious, and made of pure Gold, 
ſaid, I nevertheleſs J know not what is within, 
th: therefoze my dear Lo2d, this Uefſel will J not 
beſet N chule. | | 
ful And then He beheld the ſecond Ueſſel, that 
els 1 of pure Silver, and read the Superlcripti⸗ 
n, Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall find that his nature 
was F defireth : Thinking thus within her ſelf, if 4 
me, chuſe this Ueſſel, what is within J know not; 
hu- but well J know, there ſhall I find that na- 
Lie ture defireth, and my nature defireth the luſt 
hin ok the fleſh, and therefoze this Mellel will J 
in- not chuſe, | 
ial Y (When the had ſ&n theſe two UeCcls, and 
ele I had given an anſwer as touching them, ſhe 
i F beheld the third Ueſſel of Lead, and read the 
ich (uperſcription, Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall find that 
God hath diſpoſed : Thinking within her ſelf, 
ve this veſſel is not very rich, noz outwardly pꝛe⸗ 
1 cious, pet the ſuperſciption ſaith, Whoſo chu- 
VE ſeth me, ſhall find that God hath difpoſed ;. and 
| vithoue doubt God never diſpoſeth any harm, 
g "_ by the leave of God this Ueſlel will J 
il chute. | or 
When the @mpero? heard this, he ſaiv, O 
| VP 3 _—_ 
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len oz no. And when this young Lady had 8 
pened it, the found it full of fine Gold and pe 
cious ſtones, as the Empero2 had told her he 
foze. Then laid the Emperoz, Daughter, becauſe 
thou haſt well choſen, thou ſhalt marry my 
Son. And then he appointed the wedding day; 
and they were married with great ſolemnity, 
and with much honour continu'd to their lives 
end. 
The Moral. 
This Emperoz betokens the Father of 


Heaven, who was long time without a natu⸗ 


ral Son, therefoze many men were in danger 
of periſhing in Yell. The Empꝛels conceived 
when the Angel Gabriel ſaid, Lo, thou ſhalt 
conceive and bear a Child. And then the 
Firmament began to clear when chis little 


Child lightened the Wozld wich his birth. 


The Mon began to wax pale when the face 
of the Uirgin Mary was over-ſhadowed by 
vertue of the Yoly God, and not only her face 


was thus itzadowed, but alſo her body, fo} 


the was conceived with Child as another Wo- 
man, wherefoze Joſeph would have fozſaken 
her pꝛivily and gone away, This little Bird 
that came from the one fide of the Pon be- 
tokens our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, who at mid⸗ 
night was bozn of the Virgin Mary, wzapped 
8 I 


fair Paiden open thy veſſel, foz it is full of 
pꝛecious ſtones, and ſee if thou haſt well cho, 


— 
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in cloaths and laid it in an Ox Stall. The two 
Beaſts betoken the Or and the Als that Jo- 
ſeph bzought wich him, which honours him in 
his birth. Thele other Weafts that came from 
far, beroken the Shepherds in the field, to 
whom the Angel ſaid thus, Lo, I ſhew you great 
joy. The Birds that lung ſo ſweetly, betoken 
the Angels in Yeaven, which ſung at his birth 
this joyful Song, Glory be to God above, and 
peace to men on earth. 

The King of Ampluy, which held war as 
gainſt the Emperoz, betokens all mankind, 
that-were contrary to God, as thep were in 
the Devils power. Wut immediately, when 


our YLo2d Jeſus Chuſt was bozn, he bowed 


himſelf to God, and beſought him of peace, 

when he received his Baptiſm 3 foz ac our Daps 
tiſm we p2omiſed to dzaw only to God, and 
loꝛlake the Devil and all his pomp. The King 


gave his Daughter in marriage to the Ems 


perozs Don, right lo every one of us ought 
to give his Soul in marriage to Gods Son, 
fo he is always ready to receive our Soul as 
his Spouſe; accozding to the Dcripture, ſay⸗ 
ing thus, I will marry thee to me. ut ere our 
Houl map come to the Palace of Heaven, ſhe 
muſt ſail by the Sea of the Wold in the Ship 
of god like: but - oftentimes there arilech 
a Tempeſt in the Sea, that is, trouble of this 


Wozld, the te mptaticns of che fiefh, and the 
B 4 ſug geſtt⸗ 
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ſuggeftion of the Devil ariſeth ſuddenly, and 
dzowneth the vertues that the Soul received 
in Baptiſm 2 nevertheleſs pet falleth the not 
out of the Ship of charity, but kepeth her felf 
ſurely therein by faith and hope, Foz as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, By hope we be ſaved, Foz it is 
impoſſible to be ſaved without hope oz faith, 
The great Whale that followed the Paiden 
betokens the Devil, which by night and by 
day, lieth in wait to overcome the Soul by 
fin : therefoze do we as the Maiden did, ſmite 
the fire of charity and love out of the Stone, 
that is Chꝛiſt, accozding to this ſaping, I an 
a ſtone, and certainly the Devil ſhall Have no 
power over us: Panp men begin well, as did 
the Paid, but at laſt they be wearp of their 
Kod wozks, and ſo they flip in ſin: And anon 
When the Devil perceiveth this, he devoureth 
the - ſinner in his evil thoughts, delights, con⸗ 
ſent and wozks. Therekoze if any of us fel 
our ſelves in ſuch wiſe under the power of the 
Devil, let him do as the Paid did, ſmite the 
Devil with the Knife of bitter repentance, 
then Kindle the fire of Charity, and without 
— * he ſhall caſt the on the Land of god 
e. 5 
The Carl that came with his Servants to 
flay the Whale, betokens a diſcreet Pꝛeach⸗ 
er dwelling befide the Sea, that is, not dzawn 
. to wozldlp delectation , but ever ready — 
El go 
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god woꝛdg ol Poly Scripture to kill the — 
and to deſtroy his power. We muſt all cry 
with an ſr voice as the Paiden did, acknow⸗ 
ledging our fins, and then ſhall we be delivers 
ed from the Devil, and nouriſhed with vertuous 
exerciſe. 

The Emperoꝛ ſheweth this Maiden thꝛer 
Ueſſels, that is, God putteth be foze man, life 
and death, god and evil, and which of theſe be 
choſen he ſhall obtain. Therefoze ſaith Solomon, 
death and life is ſet before man, chuſe which him 
lik. And pet man is uncertain whether he ſhall 
chule life o2 death. 

By the firſt Uellel of Gold, full cf dead mens 
bones, is underſtod mighty wozlbly rich men 
who ſhine like Gold outwardly in Ricl;es and 
pomp of the world, nevertheleſs within they 
be full of dead mens bones, tha: is, the wozks 
they have done in this wozld be dead in the 
ſight of God thzough deadly fin. Therekoze if 
any man chule ſuch a life, he ſhall Have that 
he deſerveth, that is, ſuch men be like unto 
Tombs, that be white and royally painted and 
arrayed without, and covered with cloath of 
Gold and Silk and within chere is nothing but 
dzp bones. 

By the ſecond Ueſſel of Silver, we ought 
to underſtand ſome Juſtices and wiſe men of 
this Wowld, who ſhine in fair ſp&ch , but 
within they be full of wozms and earth, chat 
is, 


© The Hillary . 
is, their fair pech ſail avail. . no moze 
at the day of Judgment, than the Mozms ol 
the Earth, and peradventure leſs, foz then 
ſhall they ſuffer everlaſting pal, if they dye in 
deadly fin, 

By the third Uellel of Lead, full of Gold 
and p2ecious ones Le are to underſtand a 
ſimple and pw2 life, which the choſen Souls 
chule, that they may be married co our bleſſed 
. Lozd Jeſus Chziſt by humility and cbedi- 
ence 3 and (uch men bear with them pꝛecious 
Stones, that is, Faith, and her kruitkul wozks 
plealing to God: by which at the Judgment 


dap, they be eſpouſed to our Lozd Jeſus Chzill, 


aͤnd obtain the Heritage ok Heaven. Unto the 
which bzing us our Saviour Zelus Chait that 
died on the — Amen. 


The Argument. 


Man by Baptiſm promiſed to live in the a 
of God, and forſake the Devil. Chriſt for- 
roweth for our fi ins, he requireth dutiful ſer- 
vice of us in {ix ſeveral ages, but we are always 
unready for him, yet the mercy of God is fa- 
vourable towards us, that he ſpareth even 
till the laſt age of man, L if then 
we repent us, and call for Grace, believing 


in his Mercies, to receive us into the Throne 
of his Heavenly Grace. 


The 


The 33. 3-Hiftory. 

A Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 

Emperoꝛ named Calapodus, who tok a 
fair Lady to his Wife, They were not long 
together befoze that this Empꝛels conceived, 
and bare him a Son, a godly Child and a fair, 
When he was of age, he was ſet to Schwl.; 
and when he came to twenty years of age, 
he deſtred his Fathers Meritage, ſaying, 
Dear Father, pou are an old man and map 
not govern your Empire, therekoze ik it pleaſe 
you to give it me, it ſhall be to pour eaſe, 
Then anſwered the Emperoz and ſaid, Dear 
Don J dzead me ſoze, that when the Empire is 
in thy power, thou wilt not fulfil my will oz 
my deſire. 

Then anſwered the Empꝛels (foz ſo much 
as ſhe loved her Son better than her Yus- 
band) and ſaid, Pp Lozd, that cannot be, 
foz thou haſt but one Don. therefoze J believe 
he will fulfil thine intent in all things : This 
Empire may 'help him well, and therefoze 
it is beſt to grant Him the Empire. Zhen 
anſwered the Emperoꝛ and ſaid, J will firſt have 
of him a letter Obligatozp, that whenfoever he 
doth any thing againſt my will, that then J will 
depole him krom the Empire, without an? cons 
tradition, - F 

- The Son granted this, and did make the 
Obligation, and ſealed. it, And when this 
8 was 
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comfortable. Then ſaid his Father, now 
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was done this poung Emperoz waxed ſo pꝛoud, 
that he feared neither God noz man, and did 
very much harm. But his Father ſuffered 
it patiently, foz he would be cozreced by ug 
man. - 

Now at laſt there fell a great dearth in the 
Empire, lo that many men dyed foz want of 
fd: This old Emperoz was all alone himſelf, 
and began co have need, wherefoze he went to 
his Don to have ſome maintenance, which 


his Son granted and ſuffered koꝛ a time. But 


within ſhozt time his Father began to wax 
fick ; wherefoze he called his Son, and p2ay'd 
him to give him a dzaught of his Put. Bis 
Son anfwered and ſaid, That will I not do, 
for my Muſt is not good for your complexion, 
Then laid the @mperoz, I pray thee give me a 
draught of thy Wine, His Don anſwered and 
ſaid, That he ſhould have none, for my Wine is 
not yet fined, and if I touch it, it will trouble, 
and therefore I will not broach it, till it be clear- 
ed and fined, Then laid his Father, Give me 
fome of the third Tun. That will I not do 
(quoth he) for that Wine is not good for a ſick 
man. Then his Father pꝛap'd him heartily foz 
a dzaught of the fourth Tun. Then anſwered 


he and ſaid, Therefore get ye none for it is 


feeble and without any ſuſtentation : and 
ſuch Wine is not good for you, for it 'is not 


good 
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god Son give me of the fifth Tun. That will 1 
not, quoth he, for that Tun is full of lees and dregs, 
and ſuch as is not fit for men, nor ſcarcely for 
hogs. , 
When his Father ſaw he might get nothing 
of him, after he was perfectly well, he went 
to the King of Jeruſalem, and made his coms 
plaint of his Son, and ſhewed him the Lets 
ter Obligatozy, which his Son had made, 
whereby his Father might put him out of his 


Empire without any gainſa ping. When che 


king heard this, he called the Emperozs Son 
to anſwer his Father 2 And when he came, he 
could not anſwer to his Father with any 


reaſon, wherefoze the Ring put him out of his 


Empire , and ſeated his Father therein a- 
gain: and ſo he continued all the days of his 


life. 
The Moral. 
This Emperoz betokeneth our Lo2d Jeſus 
Chit , accozding to that ſaying, Is not he 


I thy Father that hath brought thee up? he hath 


wade thee, &c. Deut. 32.6, The Son be⸗ 
tokeneth man, to whom he gave all the Em⸗ 
pire of this Wozld, accozding to Scripture : 
Heaven he hath given to our Lord, and Earth 
to Man. Mankind made an Obligation 
with our Lo2d Jeſus Chaiff, when he recei- 
ved the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein he 
pzomiled to lerve Him truly, and * 

4 the 
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the Devil and all his pomp and vain glozy; 


This Emperoꝛ began to wax ſick on a dap, 


that is, our Lo!d Jeſus Chaift is troubled ag 
oft as a Chziſtian finneth and bꝛeaks his Com 
mandments, wherefoze he thirſts greatly foz 
the help of our Souls, and he asked a dzaught 
of the firſt Tun, that is, he asketh ok man the 
firſt age of his Childhod to be ſpent in his 
lervice,. but incontinently the wicked Child 
anſwereth and ſaich, X may not do ſo, foz my 
Childhwd. is Bulk, that is, it is tender ond 
lo young, that it may not attempt ſo ſoon to 
ſerve God; which is manifeſtly againſt the 
truth, foz the Child of one day is not without 
ſin, Foz ©, Gregory in his Dialogues ſatth, 
The Children of five years of age drive out 
Spirits from the boſomes of their Fathers, 


Then when God ſ&th that he cannot have 


of the Pult of his Childhood, then he deſüreth 
Wine of the ſecond Tun. Then anſwcreth 
the wicked pouth, and ſaith, that his Wine 
is not apt to ſerve God, And. when God 
may not have the ſecond Tun, then asketh 
he of the third Tun, that is, ok the third Tun 
of his pouth. Then anſwereth the wicked 
young man, andſaith, The Wine is very ſtrong 
and mighty, aud therefoze his pouth. ought te 
be ſpent about manly deeds in this Mozld, and 
not in god life, which would make him feeble 


and weak, Mhen God ſ&thsthat he * 
no 
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not have of this Tun. Then asked he of the 
fourth Tun. And then anſwered the wicked 
man in his manhood, and faith that aged men 
are feeble, and may not faſt noz do any hard 
Repentance, and if he did, he ſhould be the 
cauſe of his 8wn death. Then asked our 
Lo2d of the fifth Tun, that is, ok his old age, 
when he tops and may not go without a ſtaff, 
But the wicked old man exculeth himſelf, and 
faith, that Mine ts tco feeble to give to ſuch 
a feeble man, foy if he ſhould faſt ove day, it 
were time to mozrow to make his G2ave, And 
when our Lozd ſeth that he may not have of 
the fifth Tun, then asketh he of the fixch Tun; 
that ſo when a man is blind and map go to 
ſin no mote , pet defireth he of ſuch a man 
Nink, that is, help of his Soul 2: But the 
wetched man lying in deſpair, ſaith, Alas, 
alas, wo to me, becauſe. J ſerved not al- 
mighty God my Maker, and Redeemer: here 
in times paſt; while J was in pouth and in 
pꝛolperity: now there is nothing left, but en- 
ly the Ies and dꝛegs of wzetchedneſs, therefo2e 
what ſhall it avail me now to turn toward 
God 2 but foz luch men we ſhould lament, 
Nevertheleſs God is merciful , that though 
he might have no ſervice of man in all his 
time, pet he is content to have the lies of his 
Tun, that is, the good will, though he doth 
not ſerve him other wife, and fo hall hig = 
wi 
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will ffand him in ſtead of godly Life, For in 


what hour the ſinner doth repent him of his fin, 


from the bottom of his heart, he ſhall be for- 
given, as Ezekiel witneſſeth. But there 
be many that will give uo Mine, noz no o- 
ther thing to him, wherefoze Chaift fall 


- complain to the Bing of Jeruſalem, that is, to 


the Gov-head, at the judgment day, and then 
as he is God and man, chall he give ſentence 
definitive againſt ſuch men, ſaping, I have 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I have been 
naked, and ye cloathed me not: I have thirk- 
ed and ye gave me no drink. Lo, thus ſhall 
He rehearſe to the the fruits of thp Faith, 
And when this is done, then ſhall ſuch men 
be put to everlaſting. pain, and the juſt man 
into everlaſting bliſs. Unto the which bzing n 
us, our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, Amen. | » 


The Argument, 


Man being captivated by Satan, the world refuſerhto do 
for him, till the God-head of the Heavenly Father, 
bearing an earneſt affection unto him, did eſpouſe 
him, and embrace him within the boſome of inward 
and entire love, adventuring what he might co ſer all 


mankind at liberty, yet grudgeth rhe World that we Nuk 


ſhould always ſerve our God, and forſake her: but to 
eſchew all ſuch maligviry we are taught in this Hiſto- 


ry. 
| The 34. Hiſtory. . 
N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em⸗ 


peroz, Famed Anthony, under _ 
2" 


„ [reign-the Rovers of the Sea had taken Pꝛi⸗ 


md bzought him to the Emperoꝛs Pꝛilon be⸗ 


in Pziſon, he incontinent wzote to his Father 
fo; his Ranſom, but he would neither pay his 
Ranſom, noꝛ ſend him any thing foz'to comfo2t 


n Jim : This when he heard, he wept foze and 


- would not be comfozted fo; the unkindnels of 
his Father. 


viſited every day the Paiſoner, and comfozted 
him as much as Ge might, wiſhing him to be 
nerry.- To whom the Pꝛiſoner anſwered and 
lid, Bow ſhall J be merry 2 oz how may A 
bp, thus to lie faſt bound in Pziſon from the 
icht of man and notwithſtanding this, it 
grieveth me moſt that my Father will not pay 
F } Ranſom, | | Wh 

When the Paiden heard this, ſhe was mo- 
do id with Fity, and laid, Dear Friend, J am 
ry foz thee, and therefoze if thou wilt grant 
te one thing, J ſhall deliver che from thy 
Iguiſh and pain. Mhat thing is that, 
duoch he): That thou wilt take me koz thy 
Hife; then ſaid che Paiſoner, J pꝛomiſe pow 
rely co fulfil pour requeſt and deſire, and 
} the _ mote... allurance J' plight vou my 
tb. When he. had ſo done, ſhoztly after 
je Damſel beffvers him. ons of Pziſon , 


in mier a mighty mans Son of another Region» 


Ing bound. When this young man was thus 
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This Empero2 had a fair Daughter which 
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He had to thee. Foz at thy deliverance ſje 


EI aher, that is ale » fo} my Father hat! 


and fled away with jim hoe te 0 his Fathers 
Þorſlſe. | 


_ When his Father ſaw his Bon andthe Paid⸗ 


en together, he asked the cauſe why he bzought 
the Maiden with him; then laid his Son: Sir 
this Damlel delivered me out of Pꝛiſon, and 
therekoze ſhe ſhall be my Mike. Then laid his 
Father, J will not conſent that ſhe ſhall be thy 
Ute, foz two reaſonable cauſes, which J ſhall 
forthwith ſhew thee, 

The firft is this, it is not unknown to the 
that the Emperoz her Father might have had 
fo thy deliverance great plenty of riches 3 and 
fozaſmuch as ſhe was untrue to her own Fa- 
ther and true to the, it leemeth well that thou 
ſhouldſt not truſt long to her: fog being falſe to 
her own Father, it is to be feared the will not 
be true to another man. | 

The ſecond reaſcn is this: the cauſe why 
ſhe delivered thee out of Pꝛilon, was neithe 
foz pity no2 foz love, but foz carnM luſt that 


made Covenant with thee to be thy Mike, any 
had of rhe thy troth, and hath accompanied wit 
ther: therefoze Son (faith he) it is no realo 
that the ſhould be thy UUife. | 

The Maiden anſwered to theſe Dbjections 
and ſaid, As fo2 the firſt realon that thou lay: 
eſt again me, that J ſhould be untrue ton} 


1 


plent 


7 Dt Wm, * TA 
plenty of ciches, and Fs Son is but pon, u 
therefoze J helpt him foz pity, and foz none 
other caule, and nevertheleſs, thou that art 


ht | bis Father would not pay his ranſom, that he 
Sir] might be delivered out ok Pziſon. Lo, foz 


an | this cauſe 4 have delivered him, therefoze Jam Ill 


his] Kinder to him, than thou that art his own Fa 
thy! ther, and he is. moze beholding to me, than to 
Unto the other reaſon : Whereas thou ſaps 
che, ef, that J delivered him becauſe of carnal 
hal} fluff: Janſwer, and ſay plainly, that it is not 
truth, koz all manner of carnal love is cauled 
of ſtrength and beauty, but thy Son is nei 
ther ſtrong noz beautiful, foz his impziſonmenc 
hath taken away his ſtrength and beauty, for 
by the pain he hath had in pꝛilon, he is bzoughs 
low, and made unluſty to ſpozt, and therefoze 
pity only moved me to deliver him, and not 
carnal luft. 

Then ſaid the Bon, Dear Father, foz as 
much as J was in peril of death, and wzote 
unto you to pay my Ranſom, that I mige 
be delivered, and pou would not help me, 
this gentle Damſel foz pity hath ſaved. me from 
death and delivered me out of Pꝛiſon, therefoze 
Farely the ſhall be my Wife. So fozthwith he 
married 1 * h great —— and with her 
ended dhis li 
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The Moral. | 
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Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth the 
the Father of Heaven: The poung man which 
was taken with the Pirats of the Sea, betokeng 
all mankind, which was taken. with the De- 
vil, by the ſin of our fozefather. Adam, and was 
caſt into the P2iſon of Yell with great ſoꝛrow 
And pain. Mis Father would not ranſom 
Jin that ts, the Wold would do nothing foz 

im 

This fait Daughter betokeneth the God- . 

Head , which came down from Meaven, and 


tk manhod of the Uirgin Mary, and ſo. made 


a Ghyoltly marriage between him and Man: 
And upon this condition he delivered mankind" 
out ot the Pziſon of Pell, when he came from 
:Beaven and fozſwk the fellowſhip of Angels, 
fo2 to dwell with us in this wzetched vale of 


" 2xrars; But the Father, that betokeneth the 


Wold, grudgeth ever againſt him, and would 


Int ſufler that che Soul of man ſhould become 


ache Spouſe ol: Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but that ſhe ſhould 


: - alway: ſervehim; and (ould fozlake our Lo2d. 


a 'Therefoze ik we follow the Mozld and its | + 
*vauities,. certainly we ſhall fall into the 'fnate || | 
- of the Devil. From the which pefend us dur 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus * Amen. 

| 


5 | . The 


The Argument n 


It is the . of God, thar no — \ſhall 8 he 


worldly promotion by coverouſyeſs and falſhod no 
by deceit or other evil courſes, Man for his firſt tranſ- 
greſſion ſhould have been adjudged to perpetual tor- 
ment in Hell, had not the Son of God voluntarily of- 
fered himſelf to the death to ſave mankind; and deſtroy 
Satan his Enemy, ſo that thereby he: might live wit 
him in che habitation of Heaven e 2 


5 The 35. Hiſtory. 


82 in Rome there dwelt a noble 
Emperoz of great livelihod namer Alex- 


ander, which above all vertues loved the ver⸗ 
tue ok bounty; wherefoze he o2dairied a Law 


- fox great charity, That no man under pain of 
death fhould turn a Plaice in his. Dich at his 


meat, but only eat the white üde, aud not the 
black; and if any man would attempt to do the 


| — nerary, he ſhould ſuffer death without any par⸗ 


n: but pet ere he dyed, he ſhouldask the Pe⸗ 
tiloms of the Emperoz what him liſt (except 
his life) which Gould be granted him. 

It bekel after upon a dap, that there came 
an Earl and his Don, of a range Cuuntry, to 


peak with the Emperoz 3 ano when the Earl 
was ſet at meat, he was ſerved wich a Plaice, 


and he which was an hungry and had an appe⸗ 


tite to his meat, after he had eaten che white 


five, oth turned the black ſide,. and began to eat 
＋ .3 theres 
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| thereof : wherefoe firaichtway he was acct- | 
fed to the Empero2, becauſe he had offended a- 


gainſt the Law. Then ſaid che Emperoz, Let 
him dye accozding to the Law without any de⸗ 


La . 8 
When the Earls Son heard that his Father 


ſhould die, immediatelp he fell down on both 
his kne&s befoze the Empero2, and ſaid, D my 
reverend L62d, J-'moſt humbly entreat pou, 
that J may dye fo my Father. Then laid the 


Cnperoz, it pleaſech me well ſo that one dye 


foz the offence... Zhen ſaid the Carls Son, ſith 


it is ſo that J muſt dye, J ask the benefit ol 


the Law, that is, that J may have the petiti⸗ 
ons granted ere J dye. The Emperoz anſwered 
and laid, Ask what thou wilt, there ſhall no man 
lap thee naxg. | i 
Then ſaid this young Knight, Py Lo2d, pon 


| | | Have but one Daughter, the which J defire of 


vour Pighnels, that ſhe map lie one night 


boch me betoze J bye. The Emperoz granted 


foz fulfilling ok the Laws, though it were a⸗ 


Lgaiaſt his will, Nevertheleſs this night de⸗ 
We  floured her not at that night: therefoze he great⸗ 


ly pleaſed the Emperoz. | 

The ſecond Petition is this, I ask all thy 
- treaſure 3 and immediately the Emperoꝛ grant⸗ 
ev; becauſe. he would not be called a.þzeaker 
of the Law. And when the Earls Bon had 


- received the Emperozs treaſure, he imparted | 


it 


* 


; Gets 2 
it both to vos and 10 1 bs 1 means thereof 


that ſaw mp Father eat the black ſide ok the 
er I Plaice. And ther that ſaw him turn the Plaice, 
th | bethought, them and ſaid within themlelves: 
ip | if we acknowledge that we law him do this 
u, | treſpaſs, then ſhall our exes be put out: and 
be | therefoze it is better that we hold us ſtill; 
ge And ſs there was none found that would accuſe 


him. | | Oh 
pf. When the Earls Son heard this, he ſaid 
i⸗ to the Emperoz , Py Lo2d (quoth he) pe lee 
d |} there is no man accuſeth my Father, there- 
n | foze give me rightful Judgment, Then ſaid 

the Emperoz, Fozaſmuch as no man will ac- 
u knowledge that they law him turn the Plaice, 
f I therefoze J will not that thy Father ſhall die. 
t So thus the Son ſaved his Fathers like, and 
3 | afcerche deccaſe of the how awd married his 
; | 
- 


tt- . 

a- be obtained their god wills, | 

et Py third Petition is this, J ask my 202d, 

e- that all their eyes map be put out. incontinent 1 
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Daughter. 
| The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth the 
Father of Heaven, which ozdained a Law, 
that no man ſhould turn the black ſide of a 
Plaice, that is, there ſhould no man labour 
foz riches and promotion by covetouſneſs 
and falſhod. The Carl that came to the Em⸗ 


pcro2, — Adam our foze-Father, who 
L 4 came , i 


- 29 M „ N 
* 2 . 
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came out of the 3 Land of Lien, and turned up 
the black fide. of the Place, when he eat of 


; the Apple ok the fozbidden Tre 3 wherefoze he 


ſhould have ben condemned to everlaſting 
death; but his Son, that betokeneth our Loꝛd 
Jeſus Chil, be took the fleſh of Adam, and 
pPꝛoffered himſelf voluntarily to dye fo2 him; and 
the Father of Heaven granted that he ſhould 
go down to dye fo2 mankind. - 
Nevertheleſs, befoze he vped, he asked th:& 
Petitions of his Father of Heaven: The firſt 
was this: That he might have by him his 


Daughter which betokeneth the Soul of man, 
and bꝛing her wich him into the boſom of —＋ | 
ven, accozding to the wozds in Hoſea, ſaying, I 


will wed her to my (elf. 
The ſecond Petition was this, all the Em⸗ 
peroꝛs treaſure, which betokeneth the treaſure 


1 *of Peaven accozding to this Scripture, Like as 
|. "the Father hath diſpoſed. for me, ſo 1 a 


for you. 

The third Petition is this, That all "their 
eyes ſhould be put out; that is, that the Devil 
and all falſe witneſles which accuſe. us true 


men, might be put from the light of Heavenly 


Gꝛace. 


And thus laved he mankind, and led him 


up with him unto the Palace of Peaven. Un- 


to. the which Palace bzing us our Fore Jeſus, hi 
The 


Amen. 
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18 The * e | 
of The Father of Heaven of his meer Grace promoreth 7 
he | -fome poor men, raiſing them from the duft, to fit a- 
I mong Princes, bur they excolling themſelves wich- 
* out regard of Gods goodneſs, they are again i made 
nd abje& by him. The Devil worketh deceit in his 
members againſt the Godly 3 Chriſt cawe down from 

nd Heaven to miniſter the water of eternal Life unto 
tld man, and by his Death and Paſſion to revive our 
Souls (which before were dead) unto the firm 

16 ſtare of eternal felicity, to ** rr? wo 
rſt his precious blood. | Z 


his 8 a6 Hiſtory. 


an, | 12 Rome there dwelt ſometime a mighty 
Emperoz, named Leonicius, who on à day 
„I we to a Fozeſt to diſpozt himſelf, where he 
met ſuddenly with a pooz man, to whom be 
m- lid thus, Friend, what art thou? and whence | 
ure comeft. thou 2 3 
eas || Pp TLoꝛd (quoth he) J am come from We 
ole. Unext City, and J am pour man. Then fas 
the Emperoz, thou ſemeſt pz, therekoze il 
zeit thou be honeſt and true, J will promote thek 
vil to great riches and honour. Then anſweredthe 
rue pez man, and ſaiv, Py Low, J pꝛomiſe you 
faithfully to be true to peu as long as J live. 
The Emperoz anon made him a Knight; and 
gave him great riches. ' When he was thus 
momoted, he waret ſo pꝛoud, that he thought 
himſelf. moze-able'to be an Emperoz than his 
wats — he made ſuggeſtion to divers. 
Koꝛds 


— 


re en ee . TOR — - 
= £4 0 a : 


P RT nr 


ene r 


* — 
aaa ot K Kon pork r 2 


& .ũUI an. 


by as many as caſted of thoſe Diſhes, MTA 


And you are my Father, and therefoze-J Gulf 


| vertue, that if it be caſt upon a dead mang; 


— ” 


Los of that Empire, thei be might uſurp i l 
and take upon him though ſtrength of them to 
be Empero2. 5 5 at 
. When'the Emperoz heard this, anon he er⸗ 
„and all thoſe that were conſenting air 
552 lo they lived abjects in great wꝛetched⸗ Jie, 
neſs anv lozrow: and then the Emperoꝛ oꝛdain⸗ 
ed other men in their ſtead, and gave them all 
the poſſeſſiogs of theſe Traytozs. 
And when the baniſhed men heard that 
ſtrangers had taken poſſeſſion of their Lande e C 
and Gods, anon they-conſpired againſt them, ze N 
and thzough treaſon requeſted chem to a ban⸗ . 
quet. And they as innocents, thinking upon 
no ſuch treaſon, came at the day afligned, and 
were ſerved with five poploned meſles, where 


continent. 
When the Empero2 heard this, he b 


.- greatly moved and affembled his counſel tant 
inquire what was beff to be done koz this 


treaſon, aud 'fo2 their death. Then (aid the 
Emperozs Son, Pp Lo2d, J am pour Son 


give pon god counſel profitable to- Al men 
Not far Hence is a little ation, wheren 
dwelleth a fair Paiden, and a gracious il. 
the ſight of every man, which hath an Dzchar! 
wherein is a Well,the water whereof is of lu 
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nigbtway he fall live again and rccover his 
fe. Therekoze my L625, 3 ſhall deſcend unto 
Ir Nation, and le k that water, whereby they 
at were flain at the Eauquet, map be reſtored 
ain to life. And wyen ihe Emperoz heard 
5, he greally rejovce?, and laid thus, Son, thy 
unfel is ged. 
1 ſtraightway the Tmperozs Son went 
to the laid Nation, and fell in conceit with 
Maiden, irlomuch thar he entred inte 
e Garden and aſla ed co taſte the Water of 
Mell. And when he had io done, he made 
ed&p Trenches in the ground, in the which 
e water ran till it came where the dead men 
dÞ) buried, hereupon when che Mater teuch⸗ 
them, they aroſe from death to life. Then 
; Cmperozs Don wich great jop led them 
n his Father: And wycu the Emperoz 
Au this he was right joytul : wherefoze he 
el tofimned his Son with a Laurel Crown in to- 
Fn of victozy, and ſo ended Vis life in reſt and 
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The Moral. 
Par friends , this Emperoz betckeneth 
Father of Peaven. Tye pwz man that 
Pzomoced, betokencth. Lucifer, that was 
ic of .nought, and inthzoned in the Em- 
of Yeaven with great joy and clearusſs, 
F th2argh. his p2ide he thought he might be 
{unto the r God, and not * 
him, 


FD 9%, 55 8-3 
| | Ko he | 
him, but moꝛe — Almigbey God; wherefe e 
the Father of Yeaven exiled him, and all che di 
that conſented to him, to Hell: and in his pl; 
man was exalted to great joy and honor or 
The Devil ſ&ing this, it much grieved hin of 
that man ſhould come to ſuch Glozp and Ho 
nour, and bade Adam and Eve to a Banque 
hen they did eat of the Apple againſt Ga 
mandment, and connſelled them thu; 
ſaping, In what hour ye cat of this Appl 
ye fhall be like Gods, knowing good and eyi 
And at this curſed Banquet, they were ſerv 
with five Belles that were poyſoned, that i 
their five Wits were accozded in eating of thi 
Apple, whereof man was infected and dyeWſWn 
This hearing, the Emperozs Son, Chiiſſſis- 
Jeſus, moved with mercy, he came down fro 
Heaven into this Wozld, and acquainted hi 
ſo well with the bleſſed Uirgin Mary, di 
he found in her the Well of manhwd, and cc 
joined it to the Godhead, acco2ding to the Scrih 
ture, I am the Well of Life, who drinketh ( 
me ſhall not thirſt, After that, he ſuffered toni 
made five trenches in the ground, that is, Mi 
wounds in his body, out of the which ran boi 
blod and water, whereby all mankind was ral; 
ed from death to life, and led them up into tin a 
Palace of Heaven. Unto the which bꝛing us 
vlefled Saviour Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. s 


Geſta F | le dmardrur 
The Argamen 
refoſhc Father of Heaven — his goodneſs 
therſ divers ways towards frail man, yet he taketh 
5 plag contrary ways, living in Spiritual Fornicati- 
anon on, for the which being exiled from the ſtate 
hing of felicity, he is compelled to lead a miſera- 
ha ble and painful life. But being reconciled by 
nquef the death of his Saviour, he poſſeſſeth the heri- 
Golf tage of heavenly felicity. 
thut The 37. Hiſtory. 
App Dmetime in Rome there reigned a migh⸗ 
d e ty Empero2 named Dunſtanus, in whole 
ler\Wmpire there dwelt a gentle Knight that 
hat id two Sons. MDne of his Sons matchey 
Sinſelf againſt his Fathers will with a com⸗ 
penn Varlot. The Knight hearing this, exiled 
Wis Don krom him; and when he was thus 
led, he begat on this woman a Son: and 
n after that he waxed ſick, and in penu- 
F ; wherefoze he ſent Peſlengers to his Fa- 
er, beleeching him of his Percy : this hear⸗ 
his“ Father, he tok compaſſion and ruth 
WM him, wherefoze he was reclaimed from 


ain to his Fathers grace, he gave his child 


im as his Son. 
When che other Son heard this, he ſaid to 


me 
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michment; and when he was thus bought 


hich he had by the common Woman to his 
father, who kindly received him and nouriſhed _ 


is Nather, Father, quoth he, it leemeth 
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me that vou are dub pour right mind, which 
J will pꝛove by god reaſon: Foz he is ofic g 
his right mind that rereiveth a ' falſe Heir 
and nouriſhech him, whole Father hath en! 
damaged and gricved him bekoze. Pow my 
Bꝛother which begat this Child, Hath done yo 
great injury, when he married the common 
. Woman, againſt your will and commandment 
therefoze methinketh that you are out of pour 
right mind. | 

Then anſwered his Father, and ſaid, be 
cauſe thy 1Bzsther is reconciled to me, thouk 
art envious, and thou art unkind to thy own 
W2other, willing to put him from chy fellow⸗ 
tip foz evermo2e, but ſothly, no unkind man 
'Hall have Pericage except he be reconciled, 
and pet thou never reconciledſt thy ſelf to him, 
foz thy unkindnels, fo2 thou mighteſt have re⸗ 
conciled thy (elf to him, but thou wouldſt not, 
therefoze of my Veritage getteſt thou no 
part. | 
=” The Moral. | | 

Dear Friends the Father of 'theſe two 
- Biethien, becokeneth the Father of Heaven. 
And his wo Sons betoken che nature of An⸗ 
gels, aus che nature of Man: Foz man was 
married to a common woman, 02 Yarlot, when; 
he eat che Apple againſt the Commandment || 
of God, wh-r:foze-he was exiled by the Fa⸗ 
ther of Heaven, and put from the joys of 
Paradiſe, 
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Paradiſe, Tbe Sow” 


» Sow of-the common woman 
betokeneth mankind. - This Knights Son, 
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that is Adam, lived in great miſery; fo2 after 


his ſin, he was put from joy into this wzetched 


valley of tears and weping, acco2ding to the 


Scripture, In the ſweat of thy brows, thou 
ſhall eat thy bread. But after by the paſſion 
of Chziſt he was reconciled. But the other Son 


that betokeneth the Devil was ever unkind, 


and grudged daily againſt our reconciling, ſay⸗ 


ing, that by reaſon of fin we ought not to come 


unto the Heritage of Yeaven. Unto the which 
bzing us our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


oa 


we ought in every vocation and calling to behave our 5 
ö juſtly, and to uſe the poor man with equity: 


e muſt not injure rich men. The mighty men are 

to be honoured, and not defrauded of their dignity 

and eſtate, being men of ſincere life : they that do 

contrary to the meaning of dutiful behoof herein, are 
worthy of everlaſting death. ä 


The 38. Hiſtory. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz named Donatus, which did make 


thz& Images, of the which one held out his 


hand ſtraight unto the people, and had on his 


finger a Ring of Gold, The ſecond Image had 


a Beard of Gold. And the third had a Mantle 
of Gold: commanding upon pain of * 
the; thac 
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and now his Son hath a Beard, 


* 4 


that no man should "mane" an thele J- 
ages, the King, "the Fern, noz the Man⸗ 
le. 

It befel. afterward upon a time, that one 
Dionyſe a Tyrant, came into the Temple, 
and tok away the King from the firſt Image, 
the Beard from the ſecond, and the Pantle 
from the third. 
he was fozthwith accuſed unto the Emperoz, 
and bzought - befoze him, -and ſtrialy exami⸗ 
ned ok that treſpaſs, why he delpoiled the J- 
mages againſt the Emperozs Command- 
ment. - 

Then anſwered Dionyſe, and ſaid ag fol- 
loweth, Py reverend Lozd, it is lawful to 
anſwer foz mp ſelf, When J entred into 


the Temple, the firſt Image held kozth his 


hand ſtraight to me, as who would ſap, J 
givt thee this Ning, aud therefoze J tok the 
King as the gift of the Image, being loth 
to refuſe-ſo gentle an offer. And when J law 
the ſecond Image having a Eeard, J thought 
thus with my lelk: J knew ſometime the 
Father cf the Image, which had no Beard, 
which is 
againſt: Reaſon, the Don to have a Beard, and 
the Father none, and therefoze J tok from 
him his Beard, that he ſhould be like his Fa- 
ther. After that when J ſaw the third, having 
a Pantle of Gold, J thought that the ons - 

» | | old 


And when he had thus done, 
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Gold was not-behoval him in Wiater ? fa: 
Gold is naturally cold, which might be cauſe 


of his death, and therefo2e J tok it from him, 
becauſe it was tw cold in Winter, and to hot 
in Summer. ö 3 \ 


— When Dionyſe had excitſed bim by theſe 
reaſons, the Emperoz anſwered and laid, 
Thou haſt anſwered wickedly fcz. thy ſelf : 
What ould cauſe thee rather than any other 
man to deſpoil the Images, foz as much as 
J commanded. that no man ſhould take anp 
thing away from them; therekfoze thine own 
mouth hath condemned the. Anon the Em⸗ 
pero? called to him one of his Squires, and 
charged him to [mite off his head, and incon- 


tinently he tok him, and did unto him as the 


Emperoz had commanded, and ſo he died a 
ſhametul death. | 
The Moral. | 
Dear Friends, this Empero2 betokencth 
Almighty God the Father of Heaven. The 
thzee Images betokeneth the poz men, the 


rich men, and the mighty men of this 
| Wozld, The Tprant Dionyſe betokeneth all 


Dficers in every clkate , lewoly behaving 


| themſelves, which take away from pwz men 


the Rings off their fingers, and ſay thus, J 
may take that is given me: Foz when the 
paz man hath ought to do, he muſk needs 
put kozth his hand to give whether He will 

P 02 


” 1 
— . —˙ ö ²˙ ͤ«if̃̃ mm e ⏑«⏑ > car ie Ps 
— — - * 
, . K * | —_— . 


men ftand in peril of everlaffing death: From 


Man ought to nouriſh Chriſt in · his heart by 


of ſuch as have care unto the Command- 
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03 no, if he would fp, | " They take awap 
the Beard from the rich man, and ſay thus, 


This man is richer chan his Father was, 
therekoze take we his livelthwod from him; 


and make him like his Foze⸗ father. They 
take allo the Pantle ok Gold from the mighty 


man: when they lee any man of honour and 
god living, willing to cozrect ſuch open mif- 
doers, then lap they, this man is to cold, 
foz he inclineth nothing ro our opinions, and 


alſo he is to hot in power and wozking againſt 
us, therefpze go we and take from him the Pan⸗ 
fle of might, and fo they accuſe him, and put 
him out of his Office, Eut certainly all ſuch 


the which ſave us, he that ſhed his pzectous blood 
to; ts, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Faith and fruits of good life : The reward 


ments and Inſtitutions of God. We muſt 
watch leſt we fall into temptation : Theſe 
things conſidered, we ſhall then by Gods 
gracious . good Providence attain. unto 
the reward of Heavenly and Everlaſting 
Bliſs, | 


The 
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The 3 3 of 


11 tory. 


pere dwelt ſometime in Rowe a migb⸗ | 
ty Emperoz, named Emiliu, who hay a 


fair young Lady to his Wife, upon whom. 


he had begotten a fair Son, When the 
States of the Empire heard this, they 
came to the Emperoz and beſought him to 
have the k&ping of bis Son. Jmmediately 
the Emperoz ſent a Perauld thzoughout the 
City, pꝛoclaiming, that in whole Moule were 


firſt found fire and water, the good man of 


that Pouſe ſhould have his Don in keping, 
aud to. nouriſh, Anon then the Emperoz 
made a Pꝛoclamation, that whoſoever had 
his Son to Rep, ſhould nouriſh him cleanly, 
and feed him with wholeſome meats , and 
dzinks. And when the Child cawe to Age, 
then Hould the Keeper be p2omoted to great 
honour : Mherefoze many men made ready 
fire and water, in hope to have the Child: 
But in the night, when every man was a⸗ 
lleep, there came a Tprant, named Sulapius, 


that quenched the fire, and thzew out the 


water, Nevertheleſs, among all other, there 


was a- may, named Jonathas, that laboured 
fo diligently, that he kept both day and night 


fire and water. 


El the mozning early, the Yerauld at the 
M 2 Em⸗ 
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thele ten — Images: but anon he 


 Theiftoxy of 
hw. cvs 5x Han Of 
Emperozs comma me! went thzough 
the City, and 8 in tvery Youſe fv2 
fire and water, but he could find none till he 
tame to Jonathas's Youſe , where he found 


both fire and water ready; wherefoze he was 


bzought bekoze the Emperoz , who deliver⸗ 
ed him his Son actoꝛding to the Pꝛoclama⸗ 
tion. 

When Jonathas had the Emperozs Son, 
he led him home unto his Youſe. And ſon 
after he ſent fo: "Maſons. and Carpenters , 
and did make a ſtrong Chamber of lime and 
ſtone. And when the Chamber was fini(s 
ed, he ſent fo2 Painters co paint on the wall 
of the Chamber, ten Images, with this Poſte 
painted above their heads, Whoſo defileth 
theſe Images ſhall die a cruel death. And 


then cauſed a pair of Gallows to be dzawn 


on the doo2, and figured a man hanging there- 
upon, with this Poſie painted above his 
head, So ſhall he be ſerved that nouriſheth 
the Emperors Son amiſs. Alſo he cauſed a 
Chair of Gold to be made, and himlelk ſitting 
therein crowned with a Crown of Gold, with 
this Superſcription above the head, Whoſo 
nouriſheth the Emperors Son cleanly, thus (hall 
he be honourcd. 

When this was done, . oftentimes” as he 
was aſlep, he was greatly tempted to defile 


read 


__ > ew amy mi oa? as a a 
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rend the — above their heads;.. 


and then all the temptations ceaſed. © And 


when the Emperozs Son was evilly kept, 
then he went to the Gallows, and read that 


Poſte which was waitten above his own 
head, and foz dzead thereof kept the Child 
better, and was diligent to give IEICE on 
him. 

And when he beheld. the Chair, and him- 


ſelf ſitting therein crowned with a Crown of. 
thinking to have 
god reward foz keeping of the Gmperozs Son. 
When the Emperoꝛ heard of this diligent: des - 
meano2 about his Son, he ſent foz him, and 


Gold, he was right jopful, 


thanking him koz his well keeping and nou- 
riſhing of him, he after p2omored him to great 
honour aud [dignicy. 


The Moral. 
This Emperoz betokeneth the Father of 


Peaven : : The Empꝛels betokeneth the bleſſed 


Uirgin Mary: The Emperozs Son be- 


tokeneth our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt: The Me⸗ 


rauld that was ſent thzoughout the City, 


betokeneth Saint John Baptiſt, who was 
ſent befoze : our Lo2d to pzepare the way 


to him, accozding to the Moly Scripture : 
Lo, I ſend mine Angel before me, &c. The 
States that deſired the Empero2s Son ta 
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phets, which defire greatly to nouriſh our 
Aozd | Jeſus Chziſt, and alſo to lee him, 
but they might not l& him, noz nouriſh him, 
foz fire and water, which ſhould have ben 
— — ol their ſight, was not with them per⸗ 
e 5, 55 
The fire betokeneth the Poly Gbot, which 
had not pet appeared unto them, foz they were 
not —_ with the water of Baptilm. Al- 
Sie e map underſtand by the fire, perfect 
ity, Fand by the water true Contrition, 
_ do now adays fail in manp mon, and 
therekoꝛe they may not have the little Child 
Jefits in their beats, 
Jolathas that watched ſo diligently „ be- 


tokeneth - every god Chziſtian man, which 


ſtudieth either to watch in well⸗ doing, pield⸗ 
ing to God foz ſins, the fire of charitable Re- 
Eur! i Hem and the water of Contrition. 
centinies the Tyrant, whith betoken⸗ 
a Devil, puteeth out the fre of Cha⸗ 
rollk“ok meng hearts >. and taſteth out 
the hook awer of Gontrition, fo that they may 


nob neurich the kttle Child Jelus. There⸗ 


koze ler us wülch us Jondthas bid, rhat we 


enfer  tibt Aut temptakion. „And call we 

unt Watbns, har Is, dilteckt Preachers; 

e can «make in out hearts n Chamber 
ſtotte 1 


hat WW, 5 . * Faith and Pope: 


Then 
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Then call we to us P revs, chat is, — 
fters of Gods. Mod, which tan paint in our 
hearts ten Images, that is; the Ten Com⸗ 
mandments, which if thon keep and obſerve 
daily, without doubt thou halt be honoured 
in Heaven. 

And ik thou keep well the Empero2s Son, 
thou ſhalt fc in a Chair of Gold, crowned 
with a Crown of Gold. And if tha thou 
noutiſh him not well, without doubt thbn 
ſhalc be in danger of tozment in Pell. From 
the which pꝛelerve us our bleſled Saviour 


Jeſus. 


The Argument. 


The Soul of man eſpouſed unto Chriſt, the 
Fleſh procureth the ſame to ſin. - The Chri- 
ſtian Soul by Faith, withſtandeth tempta- 
tion. The Redemption of mankind from 


din and Death. The deceits of unthankful 


hearts. The Spirits health, the defects of 


the Fleh. After a pure Repentance follow- 
eth perpetual Joy and Felicity both of Soul 


122 Body. 
The 40. Hiſtory. 


N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Ems # 
peroz, named Manelay, which had wedded 


the Kings Daughter of Hungaria, a fair Lady, 
and gracious in all her wozks, eſpecially 
15 was „en On a time, as the Em 


« eee — 


4. * Hiſtory © 


pero; lap in bis 135 be dhe him that he CL 
would go viſit the Yoly Land. And on the | L 
mo2row- he called to him the Empzeſs his | n 
Mike, and his own only Bꝛother, and thus he | ft 

_ ſatd; Dear Lady, J map not, noz will not | a 
hide from you the pzivities of mp heart, J | fl 
purpole to viſit the Holy Land, wherefoze I 
o2dain thee p2tncipally to be Lady. and Go⸗ ci 
verneſs over all my Empire, and all my peo⸗ | h 
ple; and under the J ozdain here my Bꝛo⸗ | ti 
ther to be thy Steward foz to pꝛovide all things | o 
chat map be pꝛofitable to my Empire and my 
people. 

Then laid the Empzels, fith it will no o⸗ 
otherwiſe be, but that needs thou wilt go to viſit 
the City of Jeruſalem, J ſhall be in pour abſence 
as true as any Turtle that hath loſt her Mate; 
foz as J believe pe ſhall not elcape thence with 
pour like. 

The Emperoz anon comfozts her with ſair 
woꝛds, and killed her, and after that tok his 

leave of her and all other, and went W 
City of Jeruſalem. 
And anon after the Emperoz was gone, 
his 1B:other became ſo p2oud; that be oppꝛel- 
+ fed poz men, and robbed rich men: and he 
did woꝛſe than this, foz he daily ſtirred the 
Empzeſs to commit fin with him: But the 
ever anſwered again as an holy and devout 
Woman, and ſaid; I will (quoth ſhe) never. 
FA + ;- conſent 
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conſent to you no? to auy other a8 Jong 88 my 
Lo livethz nevertheleſs this Knight would 
not leave with this anſwer, but. ever when he 
found her alone, he made his complaint to her, 
and ſtirred her by all the ways that he could to 
ſin with him. 

When this Lady ſaw that he would not 
ceaſe foy any anſwer, noz would not amend 
htinſelf : when ſhe ſaw her time, the called 
to her thze oz four of the worthtefft men 
of the Empire, and ſaid to them thus: It 
is not unknown to you, that mp Lo2d: the 
Emperoz ozdained me pzincipal Governour 
of this Empire, and alſo he ozdained his 
13B2other to be Steward under me, and that 
he ſhould do nothing without my counfel, but 


he doth all the contrary : foz he oppꝛeſſech 


greatly poo2 men, and likewiſe robbeth che 
rich men: and pet he would. do moze. than 
this ik he might have his intent; where⸗ 
foze J command you in my Lozds name, that 
vou bind Him faſt, and caſt him into Phi- 
lon. 

Then - ſaid they A ſoothiy he bath done 


manp evil deeds ünce our Lozd the Em 


roz went, therefoze we be ready to 
your Commandments, but in this matter 


vou muſt anſwer ſoz us to the Lozd our Em-. . 


peroz. 


Then ſap the, via ve not, if my Lozd 
knew | 
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knew what he hab done as well as J. he 


wouto put him to che koulelk death that caulü 


be chought t Immediately thele men laid 
hands on him, Aud bound him faſt with Iron 
Chains, and put him in Pziſon; whereas he 


lap long time after, till at the laſt it koztu⸗ 


ne, chere came tydings that the Emperoz 
Was ob: inge home and had obtained great 
novum and vlttozp. When his Bzother 
heard of his koming, he lald, would to Cod 
-Wiocher might not find me in Pꝛilen, 
* ik he do, he will enguite the cane of my 
ifortment ok the Empꝛels, and ſhe will 
fel him all the truth, how J moved her to 
commit fin, and⸗ſo fo2 her J ſhall have no ka⸗ 
vor ok my Mother, but kole my life; this 
know 1 well : therekoze it (Gall not be? ls. 
Then ſent hela Peſfenger- untd the Empzels 
praying.her that ſhe would vouchfafe to tome 
ro the Pꝛilon dw}, that he might peak a wozd 
eo with her. 8 1. 3 
The Empiels came to Fim, aud enquired 
of him what he would have. Be anſwered 
My laid, O Lady, have mercy upon me, 
- the Enperoz my Biother find me 


medy, 

Then laid che Empreſs; ik 3 might know 
that thou wouldſt be a god man, and leave 
fy folly, thou ſhouldeſt find grace. Then 
oP be” did 


Pꝛiſon, then ſhatl J die without any re⸗ 
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did he pzomilſe her W to be true, Ando 
'| amend all his treſpaſs. 
pꝛomiled, the Empꝛels deliver'd him anon 
and made him to be bathed and ſhaven, and 
apparelled him worthilp accozding 1d his 
tate, and then ſhe laid unto him thus 3 Now - 
god Bother. take thy Steed, and come wich 
[wered. and ſaid, Lady, J am ready ats fulftt-: 


me, that we may meet my Tod. 


pour will and commandment in all thüngs; 


and then che Tmp2eſs tok him with her, 


and many other 1mghts, and ſo rode kozth 
to meet the Emperoz: 
together by the way, they ſaw a great Mart 
run : befoze them, ,wherefoze every man wich 
ſuch Mounds as they hab, chaſed him on 
Yorſeback3 ſo that with the Empzels was 
left no creature, ſave. only the Emperoꝛs 


Bꝛother, who ſ&ing that no man was there 


bur they two, thus he laid unto the Empꝛels; 


Lo, 'Lady, here is befide a pzivate — 4 


and long it is ago that J lpake to the af love, 
came ndw and conferit- unto me, wy I map” 

lie With-thee, | 
Then laid the Empzels, Ah fot; what 
may this be? Yeſterday J delivered cher ont 
of pziſon upon thy pzomile in hope ok amend⸗ 
ment, ànd now thou art returned co thy fofly 
again; wherefoze J lap now unto thee, as J 
you laid befoze; there fail no man do ſuch a 
: thing 


hen he hadithus 


and as. they: rode 
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thing with me, ſave only my Lozd the 


Empero} , which ought ok very duty foz 
to do. Then ſaid he, if thou wilt not 


conſent to me, I ſhall hang the here upon a 


Tre in this Foareft, where no man ſhall find 
the; and ſo ſhalt thou die an evil death. 


The Empels anſwered m&kly , and ſaid, 


Though thou ſmice off mp head, oz put 


me to death with all manner of co2ments , 


thou ſhalt never have my conſent to ſuch a 
fin. ; 

When he heard this; he unclothed her all 
ſave her Smock, and hanged her up by the 
Hair upon a Tre, and tped her Steed befoze 
her, and (6 rode to his Fellows, and told 


them that a great Yoſt of men met him, and 


took the Empꝛels away from him, and when 
he had told chem this, they made all great 
ſozrow. 

It befel on the third day after, there came 
an Carl to hunt in that Fozreft, and as he 


"rode beating rhe Wuſhes, he unkennels a Fox, 


whom his Mounds followed faſt , till they 


came near the Tre where the Empzels hang⸗ 


ed. And when the Dogs [melt the ſavour of 


her, they left the For, and ran towards the 


Zree as faſt as they could. | 

The Earl ſeeing this, wondzed greatly, and 
ſpurring his Yoſe, fellowed them till he came 
where the Empzels hanged, When the 1 
aw 


ſaw her thus hanging, b be marvelled greatly, 


fozas much as ſhe was right fair and beautiful 
to behold; wherefoze he ſaid unto her in this 


manner wife : O Woman who art thou: and of 


what Country: and wherefoze hangeſt thou here 
in this manner. 

The Empzels that was not yet fully dead, 
but at point ready to die, anſwered and ſaid, 
Jam, quoth' the, a ſtrange woman, and am 
come out of a far Country, but how J came 
hither God knoweth, Then anſwered the 
Earl and ſaid, whoſe Yozſe is this that 
ſtandeth by the bound to this Tree: Then 


anſwered the Lady and ſaid, that it was hers, 


When the Earl heard this, he ſaw well 
that he was a Gentlewoman and ame of 
noble lineage, wherefoze he was the rather 


moved with pity, and-ſaid unto her: © fair 


Lady thou ſ&meft of gentle blood, and theres 
foze J purpoſe to deliver thee from this mil⸗ 
chief, ik thou wilt p2omile to go with me, 
and nouriſh mp fair young Daughter , and 
teach her at home in my Caſtte, foz J have 
no Child hut only her, and if thou kep her 
well thou ſhalt have a god reward foz 
labour. Then ſaid ſhe : As far fo2th a 


can oz may; I ſhall fulfil pour intent. An JF 
when ſhe had thus pzomiled him, he-tock . 11} 


her down off the Tree, and led ber home to 
his Callle, and = her * rep of his 
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Dungbter; has. be Toved 10 much, and ſhe 
was cheriſhed ſo well, that ſhe lap every 
night in the Carls Chamber, and his Daugh- 
ter with her: and in he Chamber every night 
there burned a Lamp, which hanged between 
the Empzelles bed and the Carls bed. This 
Lady behaved her ſelf ſo gently, that che was 
beloved of every creature. There was at 
that time in the Earls Pouſe a Stewaed , 
which much loved this Empꝛels, and often 
ſpake to her of his love. But ſhe anſwered 
him again, and ſaid, Know ye dear friend, 
foz a certainty, that J will never Jove any 
man in ſuch manner wile, but only him 
whom J am greatly bound to love by Gods 
Commaͤudment. 
Then ſaid the Steward, Then thou wilc not 
conſent, unto me: Six, quoth ſhe, what ned you 
any -mo2e to ask ſuch things »The Uow that 3 
have made, J will truly ktep, and hold by the 
Gzace ok God. 

And when the Steward heard this, he went 
his way in great wꝛath and anger, thinking 
wichin himlelk, if 3 may, I hall be neben ges on 


t befel upon a night within Gozt time 


. that the Carls Chamber doz was fo2- 
otten and left unſhut, which the Ste ward 


ad anon perceived: And when hey were 
1 er, he went aud lpped by the light = 
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the Lamp where the — and the young 
Maiden lay together, and with that he dꝛew 
out his Knife, and cutting the throat ok the 
Earls Daughter, and put the Knife into the 
Empzeſſes hand, ſhe being aſleep, and nothing 
knowing thereof, to the intent, that when the 
Carl awaked, he ſhould think that the had cut 
his Daughters Thzoat, and lo would ſhe be put 
to a ſhameful dearh fo2 his miſchievous dev, 
And when the Damlel was thus flain, and 
the blody Knife in the Empzelles hand, the 
Counteſs awaked ont of her fleep, and ſaw 
by the light of the Lamp, the blody Knife in 
the Empzelles hand, whtirefoze- ſhe was als 
moſt out of her wits, and faiv to the Earl, Y 
my. Lo2d, behold in ponder Ladies band 2 
wonderful thing. 

The Earl awaked, and loked toward the 


Empzefles bed, and ſaw the bloody Knife, as 


the Counteſs had laid: wherefoze he was 
greatly moved, and cryed to her, and laid, 
awake woman out of thy lep, what thing 
is this that J ſee in thy hand: Then che Em⸗ 
pꝛels thzough his cry awaked ont of her llep, 
and in her waking the nile fell out of her 
hand, and with that ſhe looked by her, and 
found the Earls Daughter drad by her ſide, 
and all the bed belpzinkled wich blood, where⸗ 
koze with an high voice ſhe cryed , and fad, 
Alas, alas, and woe is me, my Lows Daughs 
ker is flain, Then 
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Then cried the Cduntels unto the Earl with 

a pitious voice, and ſaid, O my Lozd let this 
de villiſh woman be put to the fouleſt death that 
can be thought, which thus hath flain our on⸗ 
Iy-Child. 

Then when the Counteſs had ſaid thus 
to the Carl, he ſaid to the @mp2eſs in this 
wile 3 The high God knoweth that thou miſ- 
chievous Woman, haſt flain my Daughter 
with thine own hands, fo2 J ſaw the bloody 
Knife in thy hand, and therefoze thou ſhalt 
die a foul death. Then laid the Carl in this 
wiſe : O thou Woman, were it not J dꝛead 
God greatly, J ſhould cleave thy body with 
my Swoꝛd in two parts, fo2 J delivered the 
from hanging, and now thou haſt lain my 


Daughter: nevertheleſs fo2 me thou ſhalt have 


no harm, therefoze go thy way out of this 
City, without any delay, foz ik J find the 
here after this day, thou ſhalt die a moſt cruel 
death. 

Then aroſe this woful Empzels, and put 
on her Cloaths, and after leapt on her Pal⸗ 
kry, and rode toward the Caſt alone without 
any lafe⸗ conduct; and as ſhe rode thus 
mourning by the way, the elpyed on the left 
ſide of the way a pair of Gallows, and 
ſeven Officers leading a man to be hanged, 
wherefoze ſhe was moved with great pity 
and {mote her Pozſe with her tick, and rode 
o 
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them, praying chem He might redeem that 


mildoer if he might be ſaved from death by 
any means. 


Chen ſaid they, Lady it pleaſeth us well 


that you redeem him. Anon the Empꝛels ac⸗ 
cozded with them and payed his Ranſom and. 
he was delivered. 


Then ſaid ſhe to him: Now my good friend 


be true unto me till thou dye, ſith J have deli 
vered the from death. 

On my loul ( quoth he) J pꝛomiſe pou 
ever to. be true, And when be had thus 
ſaid, he followed the Lady till, till they 
came nigh a City, aud then ſaid the Em⸗ 
pzeſs to him : god friend, quoth the, go 
toxth thy way afoze me into the City, and 
ſe. thou take up foz us an honeſt lodging, 
ko there J purpole to reſt a while. Mer 
man went fozth as ſhe commanded, and 
tok up her a god lodging, and an honeff, 
where ſhe abode a long time. When the 
men ok the City perceived her beauty, 


they wondzed greatly; wherefoze many of 


them craved of her unlawfnl love, but all 
was in vain, foz they might not ſped in anp 
wile. _ | 

It foztuned after upon a dap, that there 
tame a Ship full:of Perchandiſe, and arri⸗ 
ved in the Paven of that City Er. When the. 


Lady heard this, e ſaid mito = Dervanct 
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fo2 my uſe. 

Per ſervant went fozth to che chip where⸗ 
as he found many very fine cloaths : where- 

foze he pzayed the Maſter ok the Ship, chat 

he would come into the City and ſpeak with 

his Lady. The Paſter granted him, and 


fo the ſervant came home to his Lady be⸗ 


foze, and warned her of the coming of the 
Maſter of the Ship. Soon after the Maſter 
of the Ship came and ſaluted her courteouſly : 
and the Lady received him accozding to his 
degree, pꝛaping him that ſhe might have koz 
her money ſuch cloath as might be p2ofitable 
foz her wearing. Then he granted that 
the ſhould have any thing that liked her, and 
ſoon they were agreed, wherefoze the Ser⸗ 
vant went immediately again with the Ma- 
fter of the ſhip fo2 the cloach. And when they 
were both within on Ship-board, the Maſter 
laid to the Ladies ſervant: Py dear friend, 
to thee J would open my mind, if J might 
truſt to thee, and ik thou help me, thon ſhalt 
have of me a great Reward. 
Then anſwered he and laid: I ſhall (quoth 
he) be ſwozn to thee to keep thy counſel - and 
fulfil thine intent as far foith as J can. 

Then ſaid the Paſter of the Ship, A love 
thy Lady moze than J can tell thee, foz 
Fer beauty and- feature is ſo 3 

that 


Go to the Gip, and ſee if ther be anp cloath f 


ſaid to che Maſter : - Palter (quoth he) 
EY 2 


Gele Ro 
that J would give 5 +6 the live of her, at 
the gold that J have: and ik J may obs 
tain the love of her through thp help, J 
— give thee whatſoever thou wilt dete ot 


1 ſaid the Ladies ſervant” : tell me by 


what means J may beft help the. Then 
ſaid.the Paſter of the Ship, ge home to thy. ':-W 


Lady again, and tell Her, that J 'will' not 

liver to the the cloath except the tome r 
ſelf; and do thou but bzing 2 to my * 
and if the Mind be good and fit, then A 
purpoſe to lead her away. Thy counlel is 
good, quoth che Ladies Servant, therefoze 
— me ſome reward, and I ſhall fulfil thy 
Now when he had received his reward, he 
went again to the Lady, and told her, that 
by no means the Paſter of the Ship would 


deliver him the Cloath, except ſhe came her 


ſelf. J. 
The Lady believed her Servent, and went 


to the Ship. Now when ſhe was within 


the Ship-board, her Servant abode with⸗ 
out. 

Mhen the Paſter ſaw that ſhe was within 
the Ship, and the wind was god, he dzew up 
the Sail, and ſailed fo2th. 

When the Lady perceived this, this the 
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what treaſon is this thou haſt done to 
me: The Maſter anſwered and ſaid: Pa⸗ 


dam certainly it is ſo, that 4 muſt needs 


lie with thee, and afterward. eſpouſe thee, O 
good Dir, quoth Fe, J have made a vow, that 
J ſhall never do ſuch a thing but with him 
unto whom J am bound by right, and by the 
- Law. Sothly, quoth he, if you will not grant 
me with your god will, J will caſt you out 
into the midſt of the Sea, and there ſhall ye 
die an evil death: ik it be ſo, quoth ſhe, that 
I muſt neds conſent, oz elſe dye, firſt J 
pꝛap thee to p2epare a p2ivate place in the 
end of the ſhip, whereas, J may fulfil thine 
intent ere J dye, and alſo J pzay the, that 
J may ſay my Pzayers unto the Father 


ok Peaven, that he may have mercy on 


me. 

The Paſter believed her, wherefoze he did 
ozdain her a Cabbin in the end of the ſhip, 
wherein ſhe kneeled down on both her knees 
and made her -p2ayers ſaying on this wile : 


O thou mp Lo2d God thou haſt kept me from 


mp youth in cleanneſs,, keep me now that 
JI be not defloured, ſo that J map ever ſerve 
the with a clean heart and mind, and let 
not this wicked man p2evail with me no2. 
any other the like wickedneſs come nigh me, 
When on * ended her pꝛapers, there aroſe 
ludden⸗ 
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ſuddenly a great tempeſt in the Sea, fo that 


the ſhip all bꝛaſt, and all chat were therein 
periſhed, ſave the. Lady; and ſhe caught a 


Cable and ſaved her - ſelf, and the Maſter. 


caught a board of the Ship, and ſaved Himſelf 
like wile; nevertheleſs ſhe knew not ok him, 
noz he of her, foz. they were dziven to divers 
coaſfs. The Lady landed in her own Empire 
near to a rich City, wherein ſhe was honous 
rably received, and ſhe lived fo Holy a life 
that God gave her grace and power. to heal 
ſick folk of all manner of dileales; wherefoze 


there came much people to her, boty crooks 


ed, blind, and lame, and every man thzough 
the grace of God, and her good endeavour 
was healed, wherefoze her name was known 
thzough divers Regions, Nevertheleſs ſhe 
was not known as the Empzels. At the 
lame time the Emperozs Wzother (that had 
hanged her beloze by the Yair, was ſmitten 
with a foul Lepzoſie. The Knight that flew 
the Earls Daughter, and put the bloody knife 
in her hand was blind, deaf, and had the Pal- 
fie. The Thiek that betrayed her tothe Pa- 
ſter of the ſhip was lame and full of che 


. cramp. And the Palter of the ſhip diſtraught 
ok his wits. 


When the Empero? heard that ſo holy a 
woman was in the City, he called h's 10s 
ther, aud ſaid to him thus: Go we dear 
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The Hiſtory of 


bꝛother, unto this holy woman that is dwel⸗ 


ling in this city, that ſhe may heal thee of thy 
JLep2oſte, Would to God; O noble Bother 
(quoth he) that J were healed. Anon the Em- 


peroꝛz with his bꝛother went toward the City. 


Then when the Citizens heard of his com- 
ing, they received him honourably with pꝛo- 
ceſſion and all pꝛoviſion fitting his eſtate. 
And then the Emperoz enquired of the Citi⸗ 
zens, ik anp ſuch holy woman were among 


them, that could heal fick folk of their diſeas 


ſes. The Citizens anſwered, and ſaid, 
that ſuch an one there was, Now at the 
ſame time, was come to the fame City, the 
Knight which flew the Earls Daughter, and 


the Thief which the ſaved from the Gallows, 


and the Maſter of the Ship to be healed of 
their dileales. 

Then was the Empzels called fo2th befoze 
the Emperoz, but ſhe muffled her face as 
well as ſhe could, that the Emperoz her 
VYugband Gould not know her, . and when 
Ge had ſo done, the laluted him with great 
reverence, as appertained to his tate ; and 
again he in like manner, ſaying thus: O 
god Lady, ik thou liſt of thy kindneſs to heal 
my bother ok his Lepꝛoſie, ask of me what 
vou will, aud I ſhall grant it the fo2 thy res 
Ward. 


hen the Empiets Feard this, ſhe looked 


about 
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about her, and law 5555 = Emperozs bꝛo⸗ 
ther a foul Leper 3 the ſaw there alſp the knight 
that flew.the Earls Daughter; blind and deaf, 


the Thief chat ſhe ſaved-from: the Gallcws 


Lame, and alſo the Maſter of the Ship di- 


fraught out of his wits, and all were come 
to her to be healed of their maladies, x knew 


her not; but though they knew her not, ſhe 
knew them well. Then ſaid ſhe unto the 
Emperoz thus: Py reverend Lozd, though 
you would give me all pour Empire, J cannot 
heal pour bzother, noz none of theſe other, ex- 


| cept they acknowledge openly what great evil 


they have done. 


When the Emperoz heard this, he turned 


him towards his bzother, and laid unto him: 
Bzother, acknowledg openly thy Sin , bes 
foze all theſe men, that thon mapeſt be heal- 
ed of thy ſickneſs. Then anon he began to 
tell how he had led his life, but he told not 
how he had hanged the Empzeis in the Foz⸗ 
reſt by the hair of the head moſt delpight⸗ 


fully: 


When he had acknowledged all that 
him lift, the Empꝛels replied and laid: 


Dorthly my Lo2d, J would gladly lay unto 
him my medicine, but J wot right well it 
is in vain, foz he hath not made a tull 'confeſ- 


ſion. 


5 Emperoz hearing this, he turned 


4 toward 
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— his Wrother, and laid in this wile: 


what evil, ſozrow, oz other unhappy wꝛetched⸗ 
neſs is in the? ſ&ff thou not how that thou 
art a foul Leyer : therefoze acknowledg thy 
ſin truly, that thou maiſt be whole, oz elle 
avoid my company koz evermoze. 

Ah mp Lo2d, quoth he, J map not tell my 
life openly, except J be ſure of thy grace. 
What haſt thou ereſpaſſed againſt me ſaid the 
Emperoz Then anſwered his bzother, and 
ſaid; Pine offence againſt the ts grievous, 
and therekoze J ask thee heartily kozgivenels. 
The Emperoz thought not on the Empzels, 
fozaſmuch as he ſuppoſed ſhe had been dead 
many years befoze; therefoze he commanded 
his bꝛother to cell fozth whercin he had offen- 
ded him, and he ſhould be fozgiven. 

When the Emperoz had thus fozeciven his 
bother, he began to tell openly how he had 
deſired the Empzels to commit Adulterp 
with him, and- becauſe ſhe denied, he had 


hanged her by the hair in the Foꝛreſt on ſuch- 


a day. 
hen the Emperoz heard this, he was als 
- molt beſide himſelf, and in his rage he ſaid 
thus; D thou w2etched creature, the venge⸗ 
ance of God is fallen upon thee, and were it 
not that J have pardoned-thee thou ſhould- 


| ft dye the moſt ſhameful death that could be 
Then. - 
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Then ſaid the. Knight that flew the Earls 


Daughter, J wot not quoth he, what Lady 


you mean, but J wot that my Lozd found on 
a time ſuch a Lady hanging in the Fozreſt, 


and bzought her home to his Caſtle, and he 


took her, and gave her his Daughter to kep, 
and J p2ovoked her as much as J could to fin 
with me, but ſhe would in no wiſe conſent to 
me; wherefoze I flew the Carls Daughter 
that lay with her, and when J had ſo done, J 
put the bloody knife in the Ladies hand, that 
the Earl ſhould think that ſhe had flain his 
Daughter with her own hand, and then was 
the extled thence, but where the became 3 wot 
not. 


Lady pe mean; but well J wot, chat ſeven 
Dfficers were leading me. to the Gallows, 
and ſuch a Lady came riding by, and bought 


- me of them, and then went J wich her and 
afterwards A betraped her unto the Pater ro 


of the Ship. 


Such a Lady quoth the Paſter of the hip 


received J, and when we were in the middeſt 


of the Sea, J would have lain with her, but 


the kneled down to her pzapers, and anon 
there aroſe ſuch a tempeſt, that the ſhip all 
to bzaſt, aud all therein was d2owned ſave 1 
and J, but afterward what bekel cf her, J 


wot net; 


Then laid the Thief, 3 wot not of what 
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The Hiſtory of 


Then cried the Empzels with a loud voice, 
and ſaid: Dothly dear friends, ye do now 
truly confeſs and declare the truth, where- 


foze J will now apply my medicine, and anon 


they received their healths. 

When the Lady the Empaeſs had thus 
done, thc uncover'd her face to the Empe⸗ 
ro2, and he fozthwith knew her, and ran to 
her, and embzaced her in his arms, and kil⸗ 
ſed her oftentimes, and foz joy he wept bit- 
terly : ſaping, 1Blefſed be God, now J have 
found that J defired. And when he had thus 
ſaid, he led her home to the palace with great 


fopz and after, when it pleaſed Almighty. 


God, they ended both their lives in peace and- 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Empero? betokeneth. 


our L ozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. This Empzeſs beto⸗ 
keneth a holy ſoul : This Emperozs bꝛother 
betokeneth the fleſh, co whom our Lozd: hath 
given charge of: the Empire, but moſt pzinci- 
pally to the Soul; Nevertheleſs, the wzetche 
fleſh oft pzovoketh the Soul to fin, he 
Soul that loveth God above all things, with⸗ 
ſtandech that temptation „ calleth to her 
ghoſtly power, that is, Reaſon, Will, Un⸗ 
e and Conſcience, and "them 

em 


NSS 


Geſta Romanoram. | 
them to imp2ifon the fleſh, that is dilobedient 


to the Soul, in the Pziſon of true repen- 
tance unto the time it obey Reaſon in all 


| things. 


And thus in hope of mercy he finneth again: 
to whom the holy Wricer ſaith, Curſed be 
the man that finneth in hope. And at che 


laſt the ſoul inclinech to the fleſh, and letceth 


him out of the pꝛiſon of Repentance, and waſhs 
eth him from the filth-of fin, and arrayeth 
him with god vertues, and maketh him leap 
on the Palkrap of charitable humilicy, and ſo 
rideth fozth. to meet our Lozd with che facri- 
fice of thankſgiving. But alas, oft the fin- 
ner treſpaſſeth againſt holy Scripture, where- 
foze the Part that is, the luſt of the fleſh, as 


riſeth befoze him, and after runneth great 
hounds, that is, evil thoughts, and ſo long 


they chaſe, till the body and the ſoul be left 


alone, and then the fieſh ffirreth that pure 


ſoul, being the Spoule to Almighty God 
but the pure and undefiled ſoul chat is "fo 
well beloved with God, will not fozfake our 
Lozd, and confent to Sin: wherefoze the 
wꝛetched Fleſh full oft dilpoilech her of her 
cloathing, that is, of her vertues, and hangs 
eth her up by the hair on an Oak, that is, 
on luſts, and delights, and there ſhe haug⸗ 
eth till che god Earl cometh, that is, a dil⸗ 
creet Pꝛeacher in the Fosreſt of this wonld, 
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The Hiſtory of 


- to pzeach and teach the Wozd of. God: then 

he taketh her down, and leadeth her fozth to 

the Church, to nouriſh. his Daughter, that 

is, to 'nourifh Conſcience with kruickul faith. 

The Earl had in his Chamber a Lamp 

right t ſo every diicr&et Pzeacher ſhould have 
beto2e 


him the Lamp of holy Scripture where⸗ 
by he may ler both the grievance and profit of 


the Soul in learning vertues, and putting 
away of vice. The Steward that ftirreth 
her to ſin, is nought elle but the pride of life, 
which is Ste ward of this wozlvz by whom 
many men are deceived. But when the 
Soul that is ſo well beloved with Chaitt, 
will not conſent unto the-fin of pꝛide, then 
taketh this evil Steward the Knife of Cove- 
tile, wherewith he flapech the Earls Daugh- 
ter, that is, Conſcience, accozuing to the 

Scripture, ſaying : Gold and Silver hath 
| blinded the eyes, of Judges, and hath over- 
thrown wiſe men, ſo that equity and righte- 
ouſneſs might not enter, but. ſtood afar,- and 
turned their backs. This Lady alſo redem- 
ed a man from death: that is from everlaſting 


death, wh:ch he hath deierved by deadly fin : | 


Therekoze do we as this Lady, (mite we cur 
hozle, that is, our lleſh, with the ſpurs of re- 
pentance, and ſo ride we fo2th in all haſte to 
ſave our neighbour from the ſink of deadly fin, 
to help him both bodily and ghoſtly as Solo- 
mon faith. Wo 


Geſta ReEmanoriim. 
Wo to that man that lyeth in deadly fin, 
that hath no man to lift him out thereof. 


| Therefoze awake thy Neighbour and help. 


For a Brother that is holpen of another, is 
like a ſure City, and if he give but a Cup of 
cold water in the way of help, he ſhall not loſe. 


| his Reward. 


But manp now adaps be very unkind, 
as was the Thief which deceived the Las 
dy, after that ſhe had ſaved him from hangs 
ing. 

The Pater ok the ſhip betokeneth the 
| Wozld, by whom many men be deceived. 
But nevertheleſs as oft as a man taketh 
on him voluntarily the Commandmeyts 
of God, and fezlaketh the Wold, then 
bzeaketh he the ſhip. Foz it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God and man, and the wozld, all at 
one time, 

When this Lady had eſcaped the- tems 
peſt of the Sea, ſhe went to a City, that is, 
the Soul after the troubles of this wozld, 
went to the holy life, and there ſhe healed all 
manner of ſick folk, that is, every man that 


is troubled in his ſoul, that is infected with 


divers ſickneſſes, thoſe that his Lady Hhcalcd 
th2ough holy life. Rut thep could not be heal- 
ed till they had firſt confeſſed their fins to the 
Empzels, the Church of God, and then ſye 
healeth them by repentance and amendment 


and glozy: Unto the which Almighty God 
bzing us all foz his ons lake, Amen. 


fection kept with him his bzotyers lan, whom 
men called Fulgentius. With this Martin 
dwelt alſo a night that was Steward of the 
Empire, and Unkle unto the Emperoz, 


and night how he might bzing the Emperoz 
and this pouch at debate. Wherefoze the 
Steward on a dap went to the Emperoz, and 


The Hiftery of i 
ok life: pet all this while was the Empꝛeſ⸗ 
unknown to her Yusband, that is the 
Church wandzech in the wilderneſs of this 
wicked wozld, until God by miraculous 
means made her known unto him, aud ſo led 


her home by victozp and triumph in the truth, 
unto the heavenlp habitation of eternal ref 


The Argument. 


Every ſupream Magiſtrate and other inferior, 
ought to be honoured and reverenced. Every 
true Chriſtian ought to conſider his duty 
herein, and every falſe Chriftian pervert- 
ing the ways of the godly ; reward for 
ſuch is laid up in Hell, but the juſt (hall 
inherit the bleſſed life everlaſting 
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NP Rows ſometime dwelt a mighty Em⸗ 
pero2 named Martin, which foz entire ak⸗ 


which envied this Fulgentius, tudping day 


_ faid 


' GeſtaRomanorum, * 


ſaid my Lozd, quoth he, J. that am your true 


ſervant, am bound in duty to warn your 


Þighneſs, if J hear any thing that toucheth 


pour Yonour, wherefoze J have ſuch things 
that J muſt needs utter it in ſecret to pour 
Majeſty between us two: Then ſaid che 
Emperoz, good friend, lay on what thee 
lift. | | 

Pp moſt dear Lo2d (quoth the Steward) 
Fulgentius pour Couſin and your nigh kinſ- 


man, hath defamed pon wonderfully and 


ſhameſully thzoughout all pour Empire, ſaps 


ing that pour bzeath ſtinketh, and that it is 


death to him to lerve pour Cup. Then the 


Emperoz was grievouſly diſpleaſed, and al⸗ 


moſt beſide himſelf fo2 anger, and laid unto 
him thus 2 J p2ay thee good friend cell me the 
very truth, if that my bzeath ſtinketh as. he 
faith. Py Lozd (quoth che Steward) pe may 
believe me, J never perceived a ſweeter 
breath in my days than yours is. Then ſaid 
the Emperoz :- J p2ay thee good friend, tell 
me mw J may bing this thing to good 


(quoth he) pe ſhall right well underſtand the 


truth; foz to mozrow next when he ſerveth you 


of pour cup, ye ſhall ſe that he will turn away 


his face from you, becauſe of pour bzeach, 


and this is the moſt certain pꝛof that may 


be. 


The Steward anſwered and ſaid: Py Lozd + 


The Hiſtory of 
be had ok this thing. Uerily quoth the Em- 
pero, a truer p2wf cannot be had of this 
thing. Therekoze anon when the Steward 
heard this, he went ſtraight to Fulgentius, 
and took him aſide, ſaying thus: Dear friend, 
thou art near Kinſman and alſo Nephew 
unto my Loꝛd the Emperoz, therefoze if thou 
wilt be thankful unto me, J will tell thee of 
a fault whereof my Low the Emperoz com- 
plaineth oft, and thinks to put the from 
him (except it be the ſoner amended) and 
that will be a great rep2wf to thee. Then ſaid 


this Fulgentius: Ah good Sir, foz his love 


that ded upon the Croſs, tell me why mp 
RL. 02d is ſo foze moved with me, foz A am rea- 
dy to amend my fault in all that J can. o2 
may, and foz to be ruled by pour dilcreec 
counſel, 

Thy bzeath (quoth the Steward) ſtinketh 
fo ſoze, that his dzink doth him no god, ſo 
grievous unto him is the ſtinking bzeath of 
thy mouth. Then ſaid Fulgentius unto the 
Steward: Trulp, that perceived A never 
till now; but what think ye of my bzeath, J 
pzay pou tell me the very truth 2 Truly (quoth 
the Steward) it ſtinketh greatly and foul: And 
this Fulgentius believed all that he had ſaid, 
and was right ſozrowful in his mind, & pzay- 
ed the Steward of his counſel and help in this 
woful caſe. Then ſaid the Steward unto him, 
if 
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ik that thou wilt do my counſel, J ſhall bzin® 


this matter co a good concluſion, wherefoze do 
as I ſhall tell the, 

I counſel thee fs2 the beſt, and alſo warn thee 
that when thou ſerveſt mp Koꝛd the Emperoz 
of his Cup, that thou turn chy face away from 
him, ſo that he may not ſmell thy ſtinking 
b2eath, until the time that thou haſt pꝛovided 
thee of ſome remedy therekoꝛe. | 

Then was Fulgentius right glad, and ware 
to him that he would do by his counſel, 

Not long after it befel that this poung man 
Fulgentius (erved his Loꝛd as he was wont to do, 


and there with kuddenly he turned his face from 


the Lozd the Emperoz, as the Steward had 
taughs him. 

And when the Emperoz perceived the a- 
voiding of his head, he ſmote this poung Ful- 
gentius on the bzeaſt with his foot, and ſaid 
to him thus: O thou lewd Uarlet; now J 
ſee well it is true that J have heard ok chee, 
and therefoze go thou anon out of my fight 
that J may le ther no moze in this place. 
And with that this young Fulgentius wept 
full ſoze, and avoided the place, and went out 
of his light. 

And when this was done, the Emperoz 
called unto him his Steward and ſaid, How 
map I rid this Uarlct from the Wozld, that 


thus hath defamed me - Py molt dear Lozd, 


quoth 
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quoth the Steward, right well you ſhall have 


your intent. 


Foz here beſide, within this thz& miles, 
ye have 1Bzick-makers, which daily make great 


fire, koz to burn Bick, and alſo they make 


Time,; therefoze mp Lo2d, lend to them this 
night, charge them upon pain of deach, that 
whoſoever cometh to them firſt in the mozn⸗ 
ing, ſaying to them thus: Py Lo2d com- 
mandeth them to fulfil his will, that they 
take him and caſt him into the Furnace, 
and burn him: and this night command you 
this Fulgentius, tbat he go early in the mozn- 
ing to pour Mozkmen, and that he ask them, 
whether they have fulfilled pour will which 
they were commanded, oz not; and then ſhall 
thep (accozding to pour Commandment) caſt 
him into the fire, and thus ſhall he die an evil 
death. | 


Swcly (quoth the Emperoz) thy counſel is 
good, therefoze call to me that Uarlet Ful- 


gentius. And when the young man was come 
«© the Emperozs pzelence, he ſaid to him 
thus, J charge thee upon pain of death, that 
thou rile carly in the mozning, and go to the 
burners of Ltme and Wzick, and that thou 
be wich them early betoze the Sun riſe, thaw 
miles from this houle, and charge them in my 
behalf that they fulfil my Commandment, oz 
elle they all die a moſt ſhameful death. 

Ef Then 
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Then ſpake this Fulgentius: Py Load, if God 
lend me my life J Hall fulfil your will, were it 
hat J go to the Wozlds end. 

When Fulgentius had this charge, he could 
not flep fo2 thought, that he mult riſe early to 
ful6l his Lozds Commandment. @he Em⸗ 
pero2 about midnight ſent a Peſlenger on 
Hozſeback unto his Bzick⸗ makers, command⸗ 
ing that upon pain of death, that whoſo- 
ever came to them firſt in the mozning, ſays 
ing unto them (as is befoze rehearſed) they 
Gould take him and bind him, and caſt him into 
the fire, and burn him to the bare bones. 

The Bꝛick⸗ makers anſwered and ſaid, it 
ſhould be done. Then the Pellenger returns 
home again, and told the Emperoz that his 
— would be diligently fulfil- 
ed. 

Carly in the moming following, Fulgentius 
aroſe aud p2epared him toward his way, and as 
he went, he heard a Bell ring to Service, where⸗ 
koze he went to hear Service, and after the end 
of Service he fell alleep, and there ſlept a long 
while ſo ſoundlp, that the Pꝛieſt no; none o⸗ 
ther might awake him. 

The Steward deſiring inwardly to hear of 
his death, about two of che clock he went un⸗ 
to the Mozkmen, and ſaid unto them thus: 
Sirs (quoth he) have pe done * Emperozs 
commandment 02 no ?- 
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The Bzick⸗ makers anſwered him, and 
ſaid: No truly, we have not pet done his 
Commandment, but it ſhall be done, and with 
that they laid hands on him. Then cried 
the Steward, and ſaid, God firs ſave my life, 
foz the Emperoz commanded that Fulgentius 
ſhould be put to death. Then ſaid they, the 
Pellenger told us not ſo, but he bade us, that 
whoſoever came firſt in the mozning, ſaying 
as vou have ſaid, that we ſhould take him, 
and caſt him into the Furnace, and burn him 
to aſhes : and with that they thzew him into 
the fire. 

And when be was burnt, Fulgentius came 
to them and laid: Good ürs, have pou done 
my Lo2ds Commandment, yea, ſoothly ſaid 
thep, and therefoze go pe again to the Empe⸗ 
ro2, and tell him ſo. Then ſaid Fulgentius, 
Foz Chziſts love tell me that command- 
ment. | 

We had in commandment ſaid they upon 


pain of death, that wholoever came to us firſt. 


in the mozning, and laid like as thou haſt ſaid, 


that we ſhould take him and caſt him into. the 
Furnace : Put befoze the, came the Stew- 


ard, and therefoze have we fulfilled on. him 
the Emperozs commandment, now he is 
burnt to the bare bones. 

When Fulgentius heard this, he thanked 
God, that he had ſo pzelerved him from death, 
there foe] 
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therekoze he took his leave of the wozkmen, 
and went again to the Palace. 

Mhen the Emperoz law him, he was al⸗ 
molt diſtract of his wits fo2 anger, and thus 
he ſaid : Maſt thou been with the Brick⸗ma⸗- 
kers, and fulfilled my cummabment⸗ Soth⸗ 
ly my gracious Lead 4 have been there, but 
ere J came there, your commandment was 
fulfilled : : ow map that be true quoth the 

Foꝛlooth ſaid Fulgentius, the Steward 
came to them afoze me, aud ſaid that J ſhould 
have ſaid, ſo they tok him and thzew him in- 
to the Furnace, and if J had come anp rather, 
ſo would they have done to me, and therefo2e 
J thank God, that he hath p2eſerved me 
from death. 

Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, tell me the truth 
of ſuch queſtions as J hall demand of thee. 
Then ſaid Fulgentius to the Emperoz : you 
never found me in any falſhood, and therekoze 


J greatly wonder why ye have ozdained ſuch 
a death foz me: Foz well ye know, that Þ. 


am pour own bꝛothers Son. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz to Fulgentius: It is no wonder, foz 
that death J ozdatned foz thee thzongh coun- 
ſel of the Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame 
me th2oughout all my Empire, ſaying : that 
my, pꝛeath did ffink fo grievouſly,” that it was 


death to thee, and in token thereof thou 


turnedſt 
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turnedft away thy face when thou ſervedſt me of 
my Cup, and that J ſaw with mine eyes : and 
fo2 this caule J ozdatned fo2 thee ſuch a death; 
aud pet thou ſhalt die, except I hear a better cx- 
cuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentius, and ſaid; Ah 
dear Lozd, if it might pleaſe pour Pighneſs 
foz to hear ine, J ſhall ſhew pou a ſubvtil and 
deceitkul imagination. Sap on quoth the Em. 
proz. b 

The Steward (quoth Fulgentius) that is not 

kad, came to me and ſaid, that ye told unto hi 
that my bzeath did ſtink, and thereupon he 
counſelled me, that when J ſcrved pou of you 
Cup, I ſhouldturn my face away, Jtake Godt 
witneſs J lie not. | 

When the Emperoz heard this, he believe! 


him, and ſaid: O mp Nephew, now J ſx 


thicugh the right wiſe judgment of God, th 
Steward is burnt, and his own wickedneſs an 
envy is fallen cn himlelk, fez he ozdained thi 


malice againſt thee, and therefoze theu art mu} 


bound to Almighty God that hath pꝛelerved thi 
from death, 


The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokenel 


every Supzeam Pagiſtrate, and Fulgentiush 
Nephew betckencrh every true Chzifi 
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man, which ſhould trulp ſerve them with 
faithful loyalty, like as Fulgentius ſerved the 
Emperoz at his cup, wherefoze he ſhall be 
greatly loved of God. This Steward beto> 
keneth every falſe Chziſtian man, as Cain, 
which oktentime turned the heart ok right wile 
men from God, la ping that his bzeath ſtinketh; 
that is, that the life of this Pagiſtrate is not 
acceptable to God oz man, which is againſt 
the Scripture, which ſaith, Judge not, and ye 
ſhall not be judged, But oftentimes ſuch mali⸗ 
cious people accuſe righteous men, wherefoze 
thep ſhall be caſt into the everlaſting fire of hell, 
where is wailing and weeping, ani miſery with⸗ 
out end. But the righteous fhall aſcend to e- 
verlaſting life. Unto the which bing us, our 
Low Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 

Tyrants and ungodly perſons walk without 
8 of the Truth, till they come to the 
Church of God ; the wicked perſecute the 
Godly, but as they are preſerved by the 
mighty providence of God, fo they ought 
not to ſleep in ſin. A figurative ſpeech of three 
ſeveral meanings, viz. Take, Yield, and Flee : 
the ſignification therefore. 
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\ Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
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- no Childzen ſave only a Daughter, which 


thither he rode a great pace, and knocked at 


peroz aulwered and laid: Good friend (quoth 
he) Jam the Emperozs Foſter, and have 
plenty of Ueniſon, and other vickual foz pou: 
When the Emperoz heard this, he was right 
glad in his mind, nevertheleſs, he told him 
not that he was the Emperoz. Then the Fo- 
iter opened the Gate, and received him as he 
could, and let him to ſupper, and ſerved him 


Wink. 
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was a fair creature, and well beloved of her 
Father. 

As this Emperoz rode on a day on Munt⸗ 
ing in the Fozreft, ſuddenly he rode out of his 
wap, and loſt his men; wherefoze he was 
greatly 'difcomfited, foz he wiſt not whither 
he rode, no2 in what place he was; till at the 
laſt when he had thus ridden all the dap a⸗ 
lone, in the evening he ſaw a Moule, and 


the Gate: immediately the good man ok the 
houſe heard him, and asked the cauſe of his 
knocking, and what he would have: Dear 
friend quorh the Emperoz, lo it is night, as 
ye may f&e- Therefore J deſire of you a lodg- 
ing fo2 the Love of God. 

When he had thus ſaid, the god man of 
the Douſe, unawares that he was the Em⸗ 


worthily. And when he had ſupped, the Fos |. 
fer bzcught him to his Chamber, and when 
ime was 88 went to bed. I / 
Ih In 


1 - 
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In the ſame night it befel, that the Foſters 
Wife did travel of a child in another Cham- 
ber hard by, and was delivered the ſame 


night of a godly Son. And as the Emperoz 
lay in his bed ſleeping, him ſeemed he heard 
a voice ſaying to him thrice theſe wozds: 
Take, take, take, And with that he awake, 
and marvelled greatly 7 1 it might be, ſap⸗ 
ing to Himſelf thus : A voice btddech me 
Take, take, take, What ſhall J take? And 
immediately he fell aſleep again. 

And the ſecond time he heard a voice ſay- 
ing unto him theſe wozds, Yield, yield, yield. 
And with that he awakned again, and won⸗ 
dered greatly, ſaying unto himſelf : What 
may this ſignifie 2 Firſt J heard a voice that 
ſaid, Take, take, take, and nothing J re- 
ceived : and right now J heard another voice 
that faid, Yield, yield, yield; Weder hould 
J pield. 

And as he lay thus thinking with Himſelf, 
he fell aflep again. And then he heard the 


third voice, ſaying theſe. wo2ds thaice : Flee, 


flee, flee 3 For this night is a Child born, that 
after thy deceaſe ſhall be Emperor. When 


the Emperoz heard this, he awakened, and 


wondered greatly what it might be, 
In the mozning following, the Emperoz 


called to him the Foſter, and laid: Dear friend 
I pzay the fell me, if any child be bozn here 


'about. 
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about this night to thy knowledge. Mp Wie 
quoth the Folter, this night is delivered of a 
Son. J pꝛap the, laid the Emperour, ſhew me 
thy Son. When the Emperour had ſ&@n the 
Child, he ſaw a mark in the Childs Uifage, 
whereby he might know him another time: and 
he laid to the Foſter thus, | 
Dear friend, knoweſt thou who Jam? Nap 
ſothly, quoth the Foſter, foz J never ſaw pou 
befoze this time, as far as J can remember, 
nevertheleſs it lemeth that pe be a Gentle⸗ 
man. Then anſwered the Emperoz and ſaid, 
JF am the Emperoz pour Lozd, whom you have 
lodged this night: Wiherefoze J give thee 
hearty thanks. This hearing the Foſter, he 
fell down upon both his knees at his feet, and 
beſought him of Mercy, if that he had offended 
his Pighneſs in any thing. Then anſwered 
the Emperoz, and laid, We thou nothing a- 
fraid, lo J thank the heartily foz thp god 
chear, and thy Don that was bozn to night, J 
will have to bzing up in my Court , and ſhots 


Ip J will ſend fo; him. 


O my gracious Lo, quoth the Foſter, it 
is not that luch a noble Emperoz ſhould nou⸗ 
rich the Child of his Subject and Servant: 
nevercheleſs pour will be kulfilled, and when 
pour Pellengers come, J ſhall deliver them my 
Son. 

* Then the Ginperoz tk his leave, and rode 
| home 
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home to his Palace. And ſhoztly after he was 


come home, he called unto him ſuch Servants 
as he truſted beſt, and laid unto them thus: Go 
ye unto my Foſter, with whom J was lodged 
ſuch a night in the Fozreſt, and receive of 
him his Son, of which his Wife was delive- 
red that night, and upon pain of death, J com- 
mand you, that you flay him by the way, and 
calt his fleſh to the Dogs, but bzing with you 
the heart to me: and except pe fulfil my com- 
mandment, xe ſhall die che cruelleſt death 
that can be thought. 
went to the Fozreſt, and received the Foſters 
Son, and bzought him with them, and when 
thep were come near unto the Palace, one of 
them laid, How {all we do that we may fulfil 
our Lozds . Commandment in laying ok this 
Child: Some anſweredand laid, that the Child 
ſhould be lain, and ſome would have his life 
ſaved; and while they were thus ſtriving among 
themſelves, one of them that was moſt mer- 
cikul ſaid unto the reſt: O my gad loving 
Friends, hear my counkel, J befecch pon, any 
pe fall not repent pou thereof. Ik we murder 
this innocent Child, we ſhall greatly offend 
Almighty God; and behold here by are young 
Pigs, kill we one of them, and then we map 
take with us his heart, aud pꝛelent it unto the 
Empcroz, ſaping, that it is the heart of the young 
Child. Then laid they, thy cornſel is god, 

ul 
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but what ſball we do with the Child: Good 
friend (quoth he) let us wzap it in ſome 
.cloaths, and lay him in ſome hollow tree, foz 


peradventure God will help him, and ſave | 


his life. 

When he had thus ſaid, they did after his 
counſel in all things, and killed a Pig, and 
went their way, and carried home with 
them the Pigs heart to the Tmperoz, ſaying 
unto him thus: Lo gracious Lozd we have 
deſtroyed the Child, as. ye commanded us, 


and with that they ſhewed him the Pigs 


heart, The Emperoz ſnppoſing it had been the 

Childs heart, took it, and caſt it into the fire 
deſpichtfully, ſaying : Lo, there is the 
heart of him which ſhould have ben Emperoz 
after me; Lo, what it is to believe in dzeams 
which be but lantaſtes and vain things. 

The ſame day after the Child was put in- 
to the Hollow tree, there came an Earl to hunt 
in the Fozreſt, and as his Pounds chaſed 
an Mart, thep came to the hollow tre, where 
the child lay, and when they ſmelt the ſavour 
, of the Child they would go no further. The 
Carl ſeeing this, marvelled why His Younds 
abode there, and ſmote his Yo2ſe with his 
ſpurs, he rode a great pace till he came un⸗ 
to them. And when he came unto the Tree 
wherein the Child was laid, he looked in at 
A hole, and ſaw there che Chil lying, — 

then 
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then he was right glad, and took the Child up 
in his arms full lovingly, and bare it home 
ts his Calle, ſaying unto the Counteſs his 


Mile: Lo my dear wife, this day by foztune 


8 


— 


| 


E | have found a very fair Child-in a hollow 
tre as J hunted in the Fozreſf, whereof J 
am right glad: And becauſe thou never pet 
conceivedſt a Child, therefoze J exhoꝛt thee 
that thou wilt feign thy ſelf to travail with 
Child, and ſay that thou haſt bozn this Child; 
the Counteſs fulfilled gladlp the Earls deſire, 
and ſaid : Py moſt dear Lo2d, your will in this 
thing (fall be done. 

Not long after, this news went thꝛough⸗ 
out all the Country, that the Counteſs was 
delivered of a fair Don, whereloze every man 
rejopced much, 

The Child began to grow, and was welk | 
beloved of every man, and eſpecially of the 
Carl and the Counteſs, It befell when the 
Child was fifteen pears of age, the Emperoz 
made a ſolemn feaſt unto all the Lows of his 
Empire, unto the which feaſt this Carl was 
called, who at the day aſſigned came, and 
b2ought his Son with him, which was ac 
that time a fair young Squire, and he carved 
at the board befoze the Carl. The Emperoz 
ſtedfaſfly beheld him , and elpyed the token 
in his fozehead, which he had ſeen in the Fo⸗ 
\fiers Poule, wherewtth he was greatly moved 

with- 
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within himſelf, aud ſaid unto the Earl in this 
manner. Mhole Son is this ⸗ Cerces, fait 
the Earl, he is my Son. Then ſaid the Em- 
peroꝛ, By the Faith that thou oweſt to me, tell 
me the truth. | 

The Earl ſeeing that he might not excuſe 
himlelk, but that needs he muſt tell him the 
truth, told how he found him in a Hollow 
Tree. This hearing the Emperoz, he was 
diſtract of His Wits foz anger, and called to 
him his Servant, which he had ſent befoze to 
deſtroy the Child. And when they came befoze 
him, he made them to lwear that they ſhould 
tell him the truth what they had done with the 
Child. 

Gzacious Lozd ſaid they, we yield us unto 
pour Gzace and goodnels, foz pity ſo moved us, 
that we might not deſtroy him, but we put him 
in a hollow Tree : what befel of him afterward, 
certainly we know not, and in his ſtead we kil- 
led a Pig, and bzought the yeart thereof unto 

ou. ; 
: When the Emperoz heard the truth of the 
matter, he ſaid unio the Carl: This poung man 
(qͥuoth he) ſhall abive with me : The Carl im- 
mediately granted, though it was greatly againſt 
his will, fg 

When the Feaſt was ended, every man 
tok his leave of the Emperoz, and went 
whereas they liſt, And at that time it foztu- 
ned, 


—_— 


Geſta Romanorum. 


ned, that the Empꝛels and her Daughter ſojour⸗ 


ned in another Conntrey far from theuce by 


the Commandment of the Emperoz. 


Not long after the.Empero2 ſaid unto this 
young Squire, it behoveth thee to ride unto 
the Empzeſs my Wife with my Letters. A 
am ready at pour Commandment my Lozd, 
ſaid he, to fulfil pour deüre. Jmmediatelp 
the Emperoz wꝛote Letters, the intent wheres 
of was this, that the Empꝛeſs ſhould take the 
bearer of theſe Letters, aud let him be dzawn 
at the Pozſe Tail. and after that ſhe ſhould let 
him be hanged till he be dead, and that on pain 
of death. When the Letters were all ſealer, 
the Emperoz gave them unto the young 
Squire, commanding him to lpeed him on his 
journep. And ſkraightwap the poung Squire 
put them cloſe into a box, and rode fozth on his 
journey. When he jad ridden thiee oz four 


days on his journep, in an evening he came un⸗ 


to a Caſtle where dwelt a Bnight, and gently 
deſired ok him a nights lodging. 

The Knight beholding the ſweet lavour of 
the poung Squire, made him god cher, and 
afterward bzought him into his Chamber; 
and when he was th cre, he went to bed, and 


immediately fell afl p, foz he was full weary 


of his journey, and fo2got his box with the Lets 
ters, Iying openly in his Chamber. 
When the Knight ſaw the box, he opened 


it 


The Hiſtory of 
it, and found the Letters ſealed with the Eme | 
pero2s ſign manual, and was greatly cempteh 
to open them, and at the laſt he opened them 
- neatly, aud then read how the Empzeſs upon 
pain of death ſhould put the bearer of them to 
death; and then he was right ſozrowful, and | 
ſaid within himſelf : Alas (quoth he) it is 
great pity to flay' ſo fair and pzoper a man; 
and immediately after, the Knight razed out 
that waiting, and wꝛote in the ſame place, theſe 
wozds follewing : Upon pain of death, I com- 
mand thee, that thou take this young Squire, | 
bearer of theſe Letters, and let him be wedded 
without any delay unto my Daughter and | 
yours, with all Honour and Solemnity that 
can be thought; and when they be married, | 
that ye make as much account of him, as if 2 
he were your own Son, and that he ſupply . 
my. room till I come unto you my ſelf. 
When the Knight had thus witten, 
he cloſed the Letters neatly, and put them 
into the box again, Carly iu che mozning | 0 
the poung Squire aroſe , and haſtily made 
ready, and took his leave of the Knight and 
rode fozth on his journep, and the third dap th 
after he came unto the Empaeſs, and ſaluted . 
her dutifullp in the Emperozs behalf, and ; 
gave her the Letters. When the Empzeſs |?* 
had read them, anon ſhe ſent fozth her 9 
Peſlengers thzough the Country, com- 
manding 
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manding, the States and Gentlemen to come 
unto her Daughters Wedding on a wy aſlign- 
ed. 

When the day was come, thither came ma⸗ 
ny great Lozds and Ladies, and anon the 
young Squire eſpouſed che Emperoꝛs Daugh⸗ 
ter with great honour, accozding to the tenoz 
ok the Letters, and was much honoured among 
the people. 

Not; long after it befel, that the Emperoz 
tame into tbe Country, and when the Emmels 
heard of his coming ſde tek with her her Son⸗ 


in-Law, with much other people, and weut to 


welcome the Emperoꝛ. When the Emperoz 
law this young Squire leading the Lady his 


Mike, he was greatly moved within himſelf, 


and laid, D thou curſed Woman, becauſe thou 


haſt not fulfilled my commandment thou Galt 


de an evil death. 
O mp dear A od (quoth ſhe) all that peu 
commanded me to do J have fulfdled. - Nap 
curſed Moman, ſaid the Emperoz.; it is not ſo, 
{vz J w2ote to thee that thou ſhouldeſt put him 
ts death, and pet he is alive. My Lozd,' quoth 
the Empꝛels, you wꝛote to me that J ſhould 
give him pour Daughter to Wife, and that 
on pain ok death, in witneſs whereof, lo 
here pour Letters ſealed with your own Seal 
Panual. $5, 
When the Empero2 aw n this, he wond2ed 
P — 
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greatly and ſaid, Js he then eſpouſed to my 
Daughter 2 Pea ſurely laid the Empzeſs, long 
ago with great ſolemnity , and as J perceive 
your Daughter is with Child. Then laid the 

Emperoz: O Lo2d Jeſus, it is great folly ti 
ſtrive againft thine oꝛdinance, therefoze ich 
it is ſo, thy will muſt ne&ds be fulfilled. Ang 
with that he tok his Son in Law in his armg 
and kiffer him, which after his death was Em4 
peroz and ended his tife in reſt and peace. 
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This Emperoz map betoken Herod, whq 
would have flain the Child 'Jeſus, wherefoz 5 
he ſent Pellengers to ſ&k him 3 accoꝛding tq 
the Scripture , ſhewing how he commandet 
th: Kings toſ&k him; and bzing him tidings 
again where he was, that he might come any 
' wo2lhip him alſo. The Foſter betokeneth Je 
ſeph our Ladies Pusband, which kept him 
but when the thz& Kings came, they flew hi 
not, but wozſhipped him on their knees, an 
| Teft him in the hollow tree of his Godhead] - 
The Earl that found this Child, betokenet| 
#8 the Yoly Ghoſt which warned Joleph-by th! 
© Angel in his fleep, that he ſhould cake our Lavy 
and her Don and flee into Egypt. + * 
By the firſt take map be anderffod the 
great benefit that he — the, when he ail | 
| | the 


\ \ 
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bee afoul made to his own ſimilitude. By the 

ſecond take is underſtod, the Son of God, which 
was dozn of the bleſſed Uirgin Mary. By tie 
Hyd. J third take is underſtod the ſame Don of Eud 
0 ts which died upon the Cro 
By the firſt yield is underffood, that we 

- ought to pield our Soul unto Almighty Gov, 


to 
p long 1 
5 | 


bught to yield honour, wozſhip, and love unto 
. Almighty God, and man. Wy the third yield, 
that we eught to pield to God true confeſſion 
i 5% concricion of heart, and. amendment 
of like, 

The firſt fler betokeneth ſin, which we hould 
fler: the ſecond fle betoheneth the wozld, which 


whe 
eretozg. 
ding te 


. we Hould fl, foz the great temptations that 
12 are therein. The third flee betokeneth ever⸗ 


th Jol laſting pain, the which we ought to lite though 


5 ant 
head 


way of fin, ſhe complaineth unto. Chriſt , which 
: 1 heareth her. The Tyrant is overcome by 
4 — "Chili, who eſpouſeth her unto him, pre: 
a thi. paring a, place of perpetual | joy for her, Chriſt 
e wu keceiveth patient, Goners: to his mercy by. his 


thi _ death and paſhon.” _ "ah 
P2 
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J as clean as he gave us it after our regencra- 
tion tn Baptiſm, By che ſecond yield, that we 


"> | faith, by the which we may come to everſaſt-. 
415 ing bliſs : unto the which bzing us our Lozd | 
"AY Jelus. Amen. 8 ; | . * 


The ſoul of man being raviſhed by 4 Tyranny | 
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2 dwelt ſometime in Rome a migb⸗ 
1 ty Empeto2, named Sontaſinus, which 
ozdained a Law, that whoſoever raviſhed a 
Mirgin ſhould die, and if ſhe were reſcued, 
then he that reſcuſed her, ſhould have her to. 
Wife, if him liſt: and if he would not marry 
her, then ſhe ſhould be eſpouſed by his ap⸗ 
pointment. It befel on a dap, that a Tyrant 
named Poncianus, led a Uirgin into a Fozreft, 
and defloured her of her Maiden-head, And 
when he had ſo done he would have flain her, 
and as he was deſpoiling her of her Clothes, 
there came riding by the Fozreſt a Gentle 
Knight, which heard the lamenting ok the 
Damlel, wherefoze he rode a great pace into 
the Foꝛreſt to ſeek what it might be. Now 
when he came, he ſaw a Woman ſtanding all 
naked, ſave only her Smock, to whom the 
Knight ſpake 3 Art thou ſhe (ſaid he) that cried 
ſo lamentably 2 Then anſwered the Damkel, 
Pex certainly, fo; this man that ſtandeth here 
hath raviſhed, and delloured me of my Pai⸗ 
den⸗ head, and now he would flap me, and there- 
foze he hath delpoiled me ok my Clothes: fo; 
the love ok God centle Knight help me now. 
Then ſaid the Tprant, the fteth, fo2 ſhe is my 
Mile, and J have found het in Atyltery _y 
| RE * Anotoe) 
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mother man, therefoze J will lap her. Then 
ſaid the Knight, J believe better the Woman 
igh⸗ than the, koz lo the tokens appear openly in 
wich ber vilſage, that thou haſt raviſhed her, theres 
ed a | foze will I fight witch ther koz her deliverante. # 
ved, And immediately they buckled both together | 
r to and fought eagerly till they were both ſoze 
arry | wounded. Nevertheleſs, the Kriight ob⸗ 
ap⸗ prot the Uicnozy, and put the Tyrant to 
rant a 

reit, * ſai the Knight unto the Woman; 
And | Lo, J have ſuffered foz thy love many ſo2e 
her, | Wounds, and have ſaved the from Death, 
thes, | ther thou therefoze pꝛomile to be my Mile e 


Pa” 
R —_ 


-ntle | thereto J aſſent (quoth he) with all my heart, 
the | and thereupon J plight the my croth. When 
into | they were thus enſured, den laid the Knight 
Pow | as followet ß. 
rail] Pere beſide is my Cattle, go thither , and 
| the | abide there till J have P20vided all things "2 
£0 | nedful foz our Wedding, fo J purpole to make 
mfet, | © great Feaſt thereat.Py Lord (quoth ſhe) Jam i 
here ready to fulfil your will: They went ſhe unto ji 
the Caffle, whereat ſhe was:wozthily receiv'd: NF 
and the Knight went unto his Friends foz N 
to bid them to the Parriage. In the mean 
while came Poncianus the Typrant to the 
3 my Knights Caſkle, and p2ayed her that he might 
with | [peak with her. Then came the down from 
t her the Caltle to him, and this Tprant ſubcilly 
: Þ * flattered. 
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flattered her, and ſaid, Gentle love, if i it pleaſe 
You to conſent to me, J ſhall give you both 
Silver, and Gold, and great Riches, and J wall 
be pour lervant, and ye my Sovereign, When 
the Woman heard this, full lighity ſhe was de, 
ceived th2ough his flattering language, and ſoy 
granted him to be his Mike, and tok him to 
her in the Caſtle. 

Not long after the Knight: came home and | 
found the Caſtle Gate ſhut, and knocked there⸗ | 
at, but long it was ere he might have anſwer. | 
At the laſt the Woman came and demanded |} 

why be knocked at the Gate. Then laid he to 
her, O wet Lady, why haſt thou . fo ſon 
changed thy love let me come in. Nap lurelp, 
_faiv'the, thon ſhalt not. come in here, fo2 J 
have here with me my old love, which Jloved 
- befoze : remember, auoth the Knight,thou gavelt 
me thy troth to be my Wikte, and how J ſaved 
thee from death, and ik thou ponder not thy 
faith, bchold mp1 wounds which J have ſuffers 
ed in my body fo2 thy love, Aud lo he uncloth⸗ 
cd himſelf naked all ſave his holen, that he 
might ſhew his Wounds openly, But the 
would not ſ them, noz ſpeak maze wich him, 
but thut faſt the Gate and went ber wap. Now 
when the Knight law this, he hunt ta the 
Judge, and made his complaint to piap⸗ 
kag him ro give him right judgmeſtze! oh the 
Tyrant and the Woman, . 
WG a5 2 "ou 
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which is this : Jf- a man reſcue. a woman 


from raviſhing, the relcuer ſhall. marry her ik 


him liſt, and this Woman J delivered from 


the hands ok the Tyrant, therefoze J ought to 


have her to my Mike and. furthermoze ſhe 


gave her faith and troth co marry. with me, 


and thereupon we went to my Caſtle, and I 
have ben at great coft againſt our Weeding, 
and tberefoze as it. ſeemeth to me, ſhe is mp 
Wife by the Law. 


Then ſaid the Judge to the Tyrant, Thou 
knoweſt well that this Knight delivered her 


from thy hand, and foz her love hath ſuffered 
grievous wounds, and therefoze well thou wot- 


teſt that ſhe is his Wife by the Law if that 


him liſt. But after her deliverance, with flatter- 


ing ſpiech thou haſt deceived her, therefoze 3 


judge thee ts be hanged. 

Then laid the Judge to the Woman, like⸗ 
wiſe, © Woman , 
Lnight ſaved ther from death, and thereupon 
thou betrotheſt him thy faith and h to be 


his Wife, firſt by the Law, and ade by faith 


and troch: this notwilhſtanding, thou cons 
ſenteft afterward to the Tprant and bzoughteſt 


him into the Knights Caſtle, and didſt ſhuc. - 


(he Gate against the Rnigyt, and would not 


P 4 | ſce- 


Eben the Judge called them both befoze him, 
ind when they were come, the Knight laid 
thus: Py Lodd, J ask the benefit of the Law, 


thou knoweft-. how this 
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ſie his wounds which he ſuffered fo? thy love, 
and therefoꝛe J judge thee to be hanged -alfo, 
And fo it was done, both the Naviſher and 
ſhe that was raviſhed , were condemned to 
death, wherekoze every man pailed woe Judge 
foz his wile judgment. 


v © 
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This Suipere? betokeneth the Father of 
Meaven which o2dained a Lam, that if the 
foul of man were raviſhed from God by fin, | 
the Saviour of the Soul ſhould elpoule her if 
him liſt. The Woman that was raviſhed be⸗ 
tokeneth the Soul of man, which was xaviſhed 
by the fin of cur foze-father Adam, and led out 
of Paradiſe into the Fozeſt of this wꝛetcbed 
wozld by the Tyrant Poncianus, which beto⸗ 
keneth the Devil, and he not only defiled her, 
loſing the heritage of Heaven, but allo he would | 
lay her wich everlaſting pain. But the Soul 
crieth with an high voice, whoſe cry our Le2d 
Jeſus Chziſt heard. This cry was made when 
Adam cried after the Dpl of mercy + And the 
Patriarchs and Vꝛophets cried fo2 remedy, fay- 
ing theſe wozds : O thou higlieſt in the Eaſt, vi- 
ſit thou us, &c. 
The Knight betokeneth our Lozd Jefus 
Chziſt, which came from Yeaven, and fought 
with che Tyrant, that is the Dae vil, e 
| | they 
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r and vil maimed in his Kingdoms Wheretoze the 
nev to] Woman, that is, the Soul,” gave her faithand 
Judge] troth unto Chit Jeſus, when the became a 
- | Chziftian, ſaying theſe wozds, I forſake the 
Devil and all bis Pride, and believe in God 
the Father Almighty. When owained our 
Io Jeſus Chiiſt a Partiage between him 
Jer of | and her with the two ſpecial ' Sacraments ok 
k the | Baptiſm, and the Lozds Supper, whereof map 
v fin, | be made a ſtrong Caftle againff the Devil. Ai⸗ 
her if | fo our Lozd commanded the Soul to keep her 
ed be- | till in the Caſtle of Uircue, till he went to 
viſhed |} pzovide that was needful : that is, our Low 
ed out | Jeſus Chꝛziſt aſcended to Heaven to pꝛepare foz 
tcbed | Her a dwelling place of everlaſting joy, whereas 
beto- | the ſhould dwell after the day of judgment = 
her, our Lo2d God in hon6urand glozp. : | 
vould | © Wut alas in the mean time came the We⸗ 
Soul | vil, and beguiled the wzetched Soul by deadly 
02d ſin, and lo entred into the Caſtle of our heart, 
when “] which ſhoulo be che Castle of God. The 
d the | Knight Jefus knocked at the Gate ot our heart 
ſay- | accozding to the Scripture, Lo, I and .at the 
t, vi- door and knock, it any man will open that I 
may enter. But where the Devil is, God doth 
lelus | never enter, except the finner will receive 
ught | him by repentance, which ſeeing sur Lo2d 
boch] hanging _ the Crols » that we may 
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1 ſie his blody wounds which he ſuffered foz us: | 
wee finners ſhould be the rather mindful. of his 


love: Foz from the crown ok his head to the 
ſole of his fit was left no whole place; theres 
foze ſaith the Paophet. Eſay, Behold and ſee 
if any ſorrow be like to my ſorrow. There- 
' foze he is a wzetched man that will not be 
converted unto his Kozd God, but lie ſtill in 
deadly fin, wherefoze when he is called befoze 
the high Judg,-he all be condemned to ever- 
laffing death. Therekoze ſtudy we to open 
the dis of our hearts by fruitful. faith in Al⸗ 
mighty God, and then without doubt we ſpall 
bo. du everlaſting life. Unto which ing us 
n Jeſus. Amen. RY 


The Argument. 


The -Body ang Soul of man being made by Gods 
:- grace the Templeof the holy Ghoſt, do give 
themfelves to ſerve and pleaſe. God in this 
life, and to love God and the Neighbours | 
according to his laws; and though the bo- 
e by death ſuffer mortal affliction for a 
time, yet by faith, hope, and charity in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, both body and ſoul ſhall iber 
life and joy everlaſting. 6: | 
The-44 Hiſtory. -* 
| is read of a certain- Roman Emnipero2 . 
3 ko; himſelf a godly Ponu⸗ 
ment 


- . F obats RES cadet ag? , 


"  Geſta Romanorum. 


ment oz Tomb, as the Labourers digged in 
big | the” ground of his Palace they found a Coffin 
the | of Gold bound about with thiie Yops, and ups 4 
on the aps was engraven thele wos, I 6 
| have ſpent, I have given, I have kept; I have | 
exe- | had, I now have loſt, I am puniſhed. That 1 
be | which I had Ifpent, that which I gave I have. 
in | When the Emperoz ſaw this, he called toge⸗ 1 
foze | ther his Nobles and States, and ſaid -unto | 
ber- | chem, Py.Lozds , go and conſider among 
pen your ſelves what this inſcription meanethz; | 
Al- | unto whom the Nobles ſhoztly after returnep | 
ball | this ſhozt aniwer, ſaying, the meaning of this | 
intcription is no other but this: There was 

a certain Emperoz pour Paedeceſſoxz which 
deſired to leave behind him an example to o⸗ | 
thers, that they might follow him in god like 
and converſation, viz. I have ſpent my life in 


: * ; 
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ods | judging others righteoulip, and governing y | 
ive || ſelf accozding to the rules of reaſon 3 I have gi- 
his | ven to my Souldiers things neceſſary, unto pam 

| 


urs | maintenance and living, and to everp one 
bo- | as to my ſelf, atozding to their delerts. 
-- 2 | have kept in all my wozks, righteouſneſs, 
Je- || mercy to them that need it, and to wozkmen 
cit their wozthy wages; I have had à liberal and 
Isa conſtant heart to every. one that ſerveth' me: 
I have given riches in their neceſſity, and loving ; 


797 | favour at all times. L have had d band t no 
in- tame and ſubdue enemies, to pꝛatect ann 
| dekend 
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A - defend friends, to puniſh - offenders, 1 have 


bolt, foliſhneſs, the friendſhip ok enemies, and 
Luſt, oz laſcivioufneſs of the fleſh, I am puniſh- 
ed, now by death, becauſe J believed not as 


A ought to have done, in one God eternal. 


am puniſhed, J ſay alas, becauſe J cannot re 
dem my ſelt, but by the merits of Chziſt Jeſus 
the Saviour of the Mozld. When the Empe⸗ 
ro2 afozefaid heard the meaning of the inſcrip- 
tions wilelp interpꝛeted on this manner, and 
how long that deceaſed Emperoz had lived, he 
thereby governed himlelk and his Subjecs 
moꝛe p2ovidentially, and ended his life in Gods 
N, oy much honour. 


N The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperoz map be called 
everp god Chꝛiſtian man oz woman, which 


ought, --and is bound to erect and reedifie a 


Tomb, that is, his heart pzepared unto God, 


that he may perko2 m his will above all things: 
and co diggeth in the ground of his heart by 


contrition and ſozrowful repentance fog his 
ſins, that he doth find a Golden Coffin, that is, 


a body dead to ſin, his Soul garniſhed wich 


Uirtues by Gods grace granted to the lame, 
aud bound about wich thzee Golden Mops, 
viz. with Faith, Pope, and Charity. What 


then was engraven in the ſame thaw Mops 


Firſt, 1 have ſpent : where it may be asked 
| what 


everlaſting, The ſecond inſcription. is, 1 have 
kept: what haſt thou kept 2 The god Chziſtian 
anſwereth, a contrite and humble heart, and 


p2epared unto God, to do whatſoever His 5 
god pleaſure was. The third inſcription is, 


The 


I have given: what haſt thou given # 
god Chziſtian anſwereth : Love unta Goy 
with all my Peart, with all my Soul, and 
with all my mind: and love unto my Neighs 


bour , acco2ding to the commandment of. 


God. The fourth inſcription ie, 1 have had; 


what halt. thou had 2 The god Chaiftian an- . . | 


ſwereth and ſaith, ſurely a wzetched life, be⸗ 
cauſe J was conceived in fin, and bozn in 


iniquity, and alſo was fozmed of vile and | 


baſe matter. Fifthly, what isthe inſcription, 


I now have? The god Chziſtian anſwereth - \ 
by Faptilm, aud thereby am made the -Soul- 


dier of Chziſt, by virtues which God gave 
me in my Baptiſm : whereas befoze J was 
the bondllave of Satan. 


that inſcription, I have loſt? To this an- 


ſwereth the god Chzifitan, lurely the favour 
of God, by mine own deſerts : pet all the ſing | 
which J have committed againſt God, A have 
by repentance cozrected and amended ; bees STE 
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jat batt thou ſpent? the god Chiitian 3 ans 5 255 

3 body and ſoul in the ſervice ok God: 
if any of you beſtow this tempozallife in, he 
ſhall be aſſured of great reward, even of life 


Sirthly, What ig 
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one mean, but e its merits 
ib and creep rleanſcth us from all ſin; 
Ahl, what is that inſcription, 1 am 
puniſhed ? The god Chziftian anſwereth, and 
ch, - Eecauſe J am afflicted by death foz 
5 bro offence$ and ns of my life. Eighthly, 
what is thag inſcription; I have ſpent that which 
© Thad ?. To this anſwerech the god Chziſtian 
25 I have beſtowed all my life time here 
in wozksof mercy, by the Gꝛace which I re-* 
- ceived of my Lo2d Jeſus Chat. Ninthly, 
er is that inſcription, That which I gave 
I have? ſurely in all my tempozal like J gave 
- all mp counſel, whole afſent and will which J 
. to be the £crvant of God, and now it is in 
the god will and pleaſure of God, that 3 
It Hall- remain with him in joys of everlaſting 
4: in Benvon : unte the which bing us all: 

men. 
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